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Section 1: Introduction
Introduction
1.1

This report sets the scope for the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of the
update of the Lewes District Local Plan Part 1 2018-2038. The Council is
required by National law to produce an SA and Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) for all its local plan documents. The Scoping Report is
the first stage of the sustainability appraisal process and sets the context
and scope of the SA in accordance with best practice guidance.

1.2

The Lewes District Local Plan Part 1: Joint Core Strategy 2010-2030
(LPP1) was adopted by the Council in May 2016. This document sets out
the long-term vision, strategic objectives and spatial strategy for the whole
district. Changing circumstances since the adoption of the LPP1
demonstrate the need to undertake a full update of its spatial strategy and
strategic policies. These circumstances include the adoption of the South
Downs Local Plan in 2019, the publication of a new NPPF, a significant
increase in the district’s local housing need figure from May 2021, and the
adoption of a new Council Corporate Plan.

1.3

The SA will appraise the environmental, social and economic performance
of the updated Local Plan Part 1 by comparing likely effects of reasonable
alternatives for these proposed objectives, and planning policies options.
This comparison will help to inform the selection of Plan options and identify
measures to avoid, minimise or mitigate any potential negative effects that
may arise from the Plan’s implementation. At the same time the SA will
advise on the opportunities to make the updated Local Plan Part 1 more
sustainable.

1.4

A first version of this SA Scoping Report was consulted on by the statutory
consultation bodies for England: Environment Agency, Natural England,
and Historic England. In the first consultation neighbouring local authorities
were included: East Sussex County Council, Mid Sussex District Council
and Wealden District Council. See Appendix 6 for the statement of this
consultation.

1.5

The updated Local Plan Part 1 will only apply to the area of Lewes District
covered by the Lewes District Council Planning Authority (i.e. excluding the
area within South Downs National Park). This area is referred to as the
Plan Area.

July 2021

Page |5

Lewes District Council

1.6

SA Scoping Report – Consultation Draft

The preparation of the Scoping Report informed the Issues and Options
document, which will be published for consultation in July 2021. Preparing
a Local Plan is an iterative process, and during each stage in the
preparation of the Plan an SA must be carried out.

Purpose of the report

1

1.7

Lewes District Council has prepared this Scoping Report as the first stage
in the SA process in support of the preparation of the update of the LPP1.
The purpose of of the SA is to ensure that sustainable development has
been integrated in the formulation of development plans and to verify that
due consideration has been given to social, economic and environmental
factors. The SA must also show how the requirements of the Strategic
Environmental Assessment Regulations (2004)1 (SEA) have been met.

1.8

The Scoping Report sets the context and scope of the SA in accordance
with best practice guidance for the new LPP1. Sustainability Objectives are
identified, which form the framework to help identify and test different policy
options, with the intention of delivering as sustainable a plan as possible.
The report sets out the baseline data against which the SA will be
undertaken. The sustainability framework includes the indicators for this
appraisal, based on the context of plans and policies and on the baseline
data of the plan area.

1.9

The report is structured as follows:
•

Section 2 presents the different steps of the SA and SEA process. It
also explains how the SA is linked to the update of the LPP1.

•

Section 3 sets out how the update of the LPP1 is influenced by other
plans, programmes and policies (PPPSIs). In Table 1 the so-called ‘Key
Messages from the PPPSIs are presented. This section is linked to
Appendix 1, which contains a review of the relevant plans, programmes
and policies.

•

Section 4 presents the current baseline information, setting out the
environmental, social and economic characteristics of the Plan Area. In
this Section we estimate development without a Local Plan for each
theme. In Appendix 2 the information is illustrated with figures and
matrices.

•

Section 5 outlines the Key Sustainability Issues the Plan Area faces.
These Key Sustainability Issues are coming forward by combining the

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/contents/made
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Key Messages from the PPPSIs and the baseline information of the
Plan Area.

July 2021

•

Section 6 sets out the SA Framework with Sustainability Objectives and
indicators. The SA Framework is the tool used to measure the
effectiveness of the updated LPP1. The SA Framework is based on the
Key Sustainability Issues. Information on the sources and quality of the
indicators is presented in Appendix 4.

•

Section 7 reviews the compatibility of the SA objectives and explains
how effects will be scored. Next a brief summary of the next stages of
the SA process and the production of the updated Local Plan is
presented.

•

Appendix 1 provides a list of Plans, Programmes. Policies, Strategies
and Initiatives (PPPSIs) that have been published, with their
implications for the updated Local Plan.

•

Appendix 2 contains the tables and figures that accompany the
baseline data in Section 4 of this document.

•

Appendix 3 presents the SEA Regulations requirements and specifies
the section where these are incorporated in the SA.

•

Appendix 4 sets out information on the Indicators.

•

Appendix 5 is the template for policy assessment

•

Appendix 6 sets out the comments of the Statutory Consultation
Bodies, and our responses.
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Invitation to comment
1.10

This Scoping Report will be published for public consultation alongside the
publication of the Issues and Options of the Local Plan. This consultation
will take place between 9th July and 3rd September 2021.

1.11

You are welcome to comment or provide input on any aspect of the content
and processes outlined in this report and are asked to consider the
following:
1. Plans and Programmes (Section 3)
Are there any plans, policies and programmes set out in Appendix 1 that
have not been included, which are particularly relevant to the SA? Are there
targets or implications omitted in Table 1?
2. Baseline Data (Section 4)
Are there any sources of baseline data in Section 4 and Appendix 2, which
have been omitted and should be considered as part of the SA and
development of the Local Plan?
Are the ‘Trends without a Local Plan’ appropriate?
3. Sustainability Issues (Section 5)
Do any of the sustainability issues in Section 5 need to be amended? If so,
please state why.
4. Sustainability Appraisal Framework (Section 6)
Are the objectives and indicators set out in the SA Framework in Section 6
appropriate?
5. Sustainability Appraisal Methodology (also Section 6)
Is the proposed methodology in Section 6 suitable? Is the methodology
clear and complete?

1.12

Comments can be sent to the Council:
By email to: ldf@lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk
or via post to:
Planning Policy
Lewes District Council
Southover House
Southover Road
BN7 1AB Lewes
Following the consultation, any comments or feedback will be used to
inform the next stages.

July 2021
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Section 2: The Sustainability Appraisal
Background

2

2.1

A Sustainability Appraisal is a systematic process for assessing the extent
to which the emerging plan will help to achieve sustainable development.
It is an opportunity to consider ways by which the plan can contribute to
improvements in environmental, social and economic conditions, as well as
a means of identifying and mitigating any potential adverse effects that the
plan might otherwise have.

2.2

The commitment to the achievement of sustainable development was set
out in legislation introduced at both a European and National level. In 2004
the European Directive on Strategic Environmental Assessment was
implemented in the UK through the Environmental Assessment of Plans
and Programmes Regulations 2004, (commonly referred to as the
‘Strategic Environmental Assessment Regulations’).

2.3

Section 19 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires a
local planning authority to carry out an SA of each of the proposals in a
Local Plan during its preparation. More generally, section 39 of the Act
requires that the authority preparing a Local Plan must do so “with the
objective of contributing to the achievement of sustainable development”.

2.4

Sustainability appraisals incorporate the requirements of the
‘Environmental Assessment Regulations (2004)2’, on the assessment of
the effects on the natural environment. The SA has a broader perspective:
it ensures that the potential environmental effects are given full
consideration, but social and economic issues are included. Regulation 12
of the Environmental Assessment of Plan and Programmes Regulations
2004 sets out the formal requirements of an ‘environmental report’, which
can form an integral part of the sustainability appraisal report. The
sustainability appraisal report will need to show how these requirements
have been met as well as recording the wider assessment of social and
economic effects. In Appendix 3 we present how we comply with this
requirement.

2.5

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that the purpose
of the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of sustainable
development. It sets out that this means that the planning system has three

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/contents/made
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overarching objectives, which are interdependent and need to be pursued
in mutually supportive ways.

2.6

-

To help build a strong, responsive and competitive economy

-

To support strong, vibrant and healthy communities

-

To contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic
environment

The NPPF paragraph 32, states that “Local plans and spatial development
strategies should be informed throughout their preparation by a
sustainability appraisal that meets the relevant legal requirements. This
should demonstrate how the plan has addressed relevant economic, social
and environmental objectives (including opportunities for net gains).
Significant adverse impacts on these objectives should be avoided and,
wherever possible, alternative options which reduce or eliminate such
impacts should be pursued. Where significant adverse impacts are
unavoidable, suitable mitigation measures should be proposed (or, where
this is not possible, compensatory measures should be considered).”

Five Stages of the Sustainability Appraisal
2.7

The Sustainability Appraisal section of the National Planning Practice
Guidance3 has been used to help structure the assessment. This guidance
advocates a five stage approach to SA/SEA as demonstrated in Figure 1.
The Scoping Report represents Stage A.

3

Sustainability appraisal process https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-andsustainability-appraisal
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FIGURE 1: FIVE STAGES OF THE SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL PROCESS 4

4

Sustainability appraisal process https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-andsustainability-appraisal
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What is required at the Scoping Stage?
2.8

The first stage of the SA process is the Scoping Stage. The scoping stage
(stage A) must identify the extent and level of detail of the information to be
included in the sustainability appraisal report. It should set out the context,
objectives and approach of the assessment; and identify relevant
environmental, social and economic issues and objectives

2.9

The scoping stage incorporates five sub- stages which this scoping report
follows. The stages are set out below.

Stage

Key Tasks

Section of this report

STAGE A1

Identify other relevant policies, plans
and programmes, and sustainability
objectives

3

STAGE A2

Collect baseline information

4

STAGE A3

Identify sustainability issues and
problems

5

STAGE A4

Develop the strategic environmental
assessment framework

6

STAGE A5

Consult the environmental
assessment consultation bodies on
the scoping report

(7)

July 2021

P a g e | 12

Lewes District Council

SA Scoping Report – Consultation Draft

Section 3: Relevant Policies, Plans, Programmes and Sustainability
Objectives
Introduction
3.1

In order to establish a clear scope for the SA, it is necessary to review and
develop an understanding of the wider range of plans, programmes,
policies, strategies and initiatives (PPPSIs) that are of relevance to the
Local Plan Part 1 (LPP1). The content of these PPPSIs are used to identify
the Key Sustainability Issues and inform the Sustainability Objectives. At
the same time the LPP1 will be influenced directly by a range of these
PPPSIs.

3.2

The PPPSIs include those at an international, national, regional and local
level. The full list of PPPSIs can be found in Appendix 1. In this list the
purpose of each plan and the implications for the LPP1 are summarised.

3.3

The LPP1 will need to comply with the legal requirements set out in the
government regulations. It will also need to take account of other high-level
strategies, such as the Clean Air Strategy, East Sussex Environment
Strategy 2020, East Sussex Growth Strategy, the Climate Action Plan as
well as strategies that other organisations have prepared, such as flood
management plans.

3.4

Table 1 presents the targets and implications for the LPP1 and the SA. The
information is organised around a broad range of themes coming forward
in the review of the PPPSIs.

3.5

In Appendix 1 and in Table 1 we chose to only repeat a specific document
when this would significantly modify the messages.

3.6

It must be recognised that no list can ever be exhaustive, since new or
revised relevant PPPSIs emerge on a regular basis. However, each version
of the Scoping Report and future SA Reports will contain an update of the
list. This review should help identify any potential conflicts or synergies
between the emerging LPP1 and other plans, policies and programmes.

July 2021
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Key messages from the PPPSI review
Table 1: Key messages from the PPPSI review

Key theme

Most relevant PPPSIs
(full list in Appendix 1)

Targets / implications for
Review Local Plan part 1

Climate Change
and Renewable
energy

LDC Climate Emergency
Resolution, 2019.

Target is an 80% cut in the UK’s
carbon emissions by 2050.

LDC Climate Change and
Sustainability Strategy 2021

The Council’s own target: All
strategic decisions, budgets and
approaches to planning decisions
are in line with a shift to net zero
carbon emissions by 2030.

Carbon Emissions Analysis
and Pathways, LDC &
Anthesis 2020.
Climate Change Act, 2008.
Paris Agreement, (UN
Climate Change Conference),
2015.
UK Renewable Energy
Strategy, 2009.
The Carbon Plan, 2011.

Key messages from the NPPF
include:
• Support the transition to a low
carbon future in a changing
climate as a ‘core planning
principle'.
• Planning policy should support
the move to a low carbon future.

Energy White Paper, 2012
(new Energy White Paper is
due)
Greater Brighton Energy Plan,
2020
Energy Strategy South2East,
2018

Flooding, Erosion

Lewes District Strategic Flood
Risk Assessment Level 1 and
level 2, 2009.
East Sussex Local Flood Risk
Management Strategy 20162026, (2016).
South Inshore and Offshore
Marine Plan, MMO,
2018.DEFRA: The Water
Environment (Water
Framework Directive)

July 2021

Strategic policies should be
informed by a strategic flood risk
assessment, and should manage
flood risk from all sources. The
Local Plan must consider the
issues of flooding by avoiding
development on areas of flood risk
and promoting flood mitigation.
New development should not
increase the risk of flooding or
have an adverse effect on water
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Key theme

Most relevant PPPSIs
(full list in Appendix 1)

Targets / implications for
Review Local Plan part 1

England and Wales)
Regulations, 2003.

bodies. The Local Plan should also
consider the erosion risk.

The National Adaptation
Programme and the Third
Strategy for Climate
Adaptation Reporting, 2018.

The SFRA will be updated to
inform the Local Plan.

National Flood and Coastal
Erosion Risk Management
Strategy for England, 2011.

Water Availability
and Water Quality

The South East Water, Water
Resources Management
Plan, 2019.
The Cuckmere and Pevensey
Levels Abstraction Licensing
Strategy, South East Coastal
Group, 2019.
Water stressed areas – final
classification, Environment
Agency, 2013.

The Plan Area suffers from severe
water stress. Water efficiency
should be promoted in new
buildings.
Water quality should be
considered. The quality of the
water environment helps resiliency
to changes and is important for
biodiversity.

The Adur and Ouse
Abstraction Licensing
Strategy, South East Coastal
Group, 2019.
Environment Bill (upcoming)
Water for people and the
Environment, Water Resource
Strategy, Regional Action
Plan for Southern Region, EA,
2009.
South East River Basin
Management, EA, 2015.
Air Quality

Clean Air Strategy, DEFRA,
2019
Environment Bill, (upcoming)

The Local Plan should not have a
declining effect on air quality and
support improvement of the air
quality in AQMAs.

WHO Guidelines, 2008

July 2021
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Key theme

Most relevant PPPSIs
(full list in Appendix 1)

Targets / implications for
Review Local Plan part 1
New targets on PM2.5 are expected
to be set in the Environment Bill.

Pollution
Soil, Noise

Noise Policy Statement for
England, DEFRA, 2010.
Planning Noise Advice
Document Sussex, 2015.
European Thematic Strategy
for Soil Protection, 2006.

Waste

East Sussex and Brighton &
Hove ‘Waste and Minerals
Plan’, 2013. (consultation of
review of this Plan is due in
2021).
Resources and Waste
Strategy, DEFRA, 2018.

Natural
Environment,
Green
infrastructure,
Landscape

The Natural Environment and
Rural Communities Act
(NERC), 2006.
Environment Act, 1995.
Environment Bill (upcoming)
The Natural Environment
White Paper, 2015.
A Green Future: Our 25 Year
Plan to Improve the
Environment Plan, DEFRA,
2018.
Natural Capital Investment
Strategy for Sussex, 20192024, Sussex Local Nature
Partnership.
Countryside and Rights of
Way Act, DEFRA, 2000.

July 2021

The Local Plan should consider
the policies on noise pollution and
soil pollution.
Soil is considered a key
component of natural capital, the
25-year Plan for the Environment
provides a target to reverse soil
degradation.
Sustainable waste management
objectives must be considered in
the Local Plan.
Overall recovery target for LA
Collected Waste, Commercial and
Industrial Waste and Construction,
Demolition and Excavation Waste
is 98%.
The Local Plan should include
policies to protect the landscape
and to promote the sustainable
use of landscape within the Plan
Area. The natural environment
should be enhanced, scarce
resources conserved and all land
and infrastructure used efficiently.
Within the plan period a Nature
Recovery Network must be
developed, legislated for via the
Environment Bill. Core areas
(designated sites, and areas with
important wildlife) and potential
areas (where habitat restoration is
prioritised) should be included.
The plan needs to consider the
targets set that 95% of the SSSIs
are of a favourable condition.
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Key theme

Most relevant PPPSIs
(full list in Appendix 1)

Targets / implications for
Review Local Plan part 1

The Marine and Coastal
Access Act, 2009.

The Local Plan must consider
whether development may affect
public rights of way and the SSSIs.

The Wildlife Trust: a Living
Landscape for the South
East.
East Sussex Green
Infrastructure Study, 2014

The preparation of the Local Plan
could make use of the advice and
findings on the Green
Infrastructure Study.

Green Infrastructure
Guidance, NE, ongoing.
East Sussex Landscape
Character Assessment, 2016.
Biodiversity

Biodiversity Net Gain:
updating planning
requirements (in progress)
Environment Bill (upcoming)
UK Biodiversity Action Plan,
1994-2012.
Biodiversity and Planning in
Sussex (Sussex Wildlife
Trust).
LDC and EBC Joint
Biodiversity Strategy 202020250(draft)

The Local Plan must take a
‘precautionary principle’ approach
to avoid and then minimise
biodiversity loss and provide net
gains for biodiversity. Set criteria
based policies for the protection of
internationally, nationally and
locally designated sites, giving
weight to their importance not just
individually but as a part of a wider
ecological network.
The NPPF and the Environment
Bill introduce ‘Biodiversity Net
Gain’ and the development of the
Nature Recovery Network. Plan
positively for ‘green infrastructure’
as part of planning for ‘ecological
networks’.
It should be ensured that any
development properly assesses
the impact of the development on
biodiversity and habitats. (Habitat
Regulation Assessment).

July 2021
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Key theme

Most relevant PPPSIs
(full list in Appendix 1)

Targets / implications for
Review Local Plan part 1

Open Space

Open Space Assessment,
LDC, 2020

The use of open and green spaces
for healthy and active lifestyles is
promoted; these spaces should be
safeguarded in the Local Plan.
Provision for children’s play should
be improved.

Access Network and
Accessible Natural
Greenspace Study, SDNPA,
2013.

Key message from the NPPF
include:
• Existing open spaces should be
protected, or their loss mitigated,
unless a lack of need is
established.
Historic
Environment
And Design

Planning (Listed Buildings &
Conservation Areas) Act,
1990.
Historic England Action Plan
2015-2018.
National Design Guide, 2019.

The Local Plan must take into
account the listed buildings and
conservation areas, and ensure
that the impact on cultural heritage
assets are considered.
Archaeological assets, both
potential and realised should be
provided with full consideration.
Key message from the NPPF
include: heritage assets should be
recognised as an ‘irreplaceable
resource’
The NPPF attaches great
importance to the design of the
built environment. Design is a key
aspect in sustainable
development. Design should
reinforce local distinctiveness.

Healthy
Communities

Annual Report of the Director
of Public Health East Sussex,
(JSNAA), 2020
East Sussex Integrated
Sustainable Community
Strategy, 2008.

July 2021

Housing situation in and around
the houses is vital for community
health; the Local Plan should
include policies to contribute.
The Local Plan should assist in
reducing economic deprivation and
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Key theme

Most relevant PPPSIs
(full list in Appendix 1)

Targets / implications for
Review Local Plan part 1

The Sustainable Communities
Act 2007 (Amendment 2010).

provide for the needs of travelling
communities.

Neighbourhood Plans

Key messages from the NPPF
include:
-

-

-

-

Housing

Housing and Planning Act,
2016.
Housing White Paper, Fixing
the broken housing market,
DCLG, 2017.
Affordable Housing Needs
Assessment, 2012-2020.
Strategic Housing and
Economic Land Availability
Assessment, Final Report,
LDC, 2018.

The planning system can play
an important role in facilitating
social interaction and creating
healthy, inclusive communities’.
Promote the retention and
development of local services
and community facilities and set
out the strategic policies to
deliver the provision of health
facilities.
Access to high quality open
spaces and opportunities for
sport and recreation.
Planning policies should aim to
avoid noise.

The Local Plan must provide for
the objectively assessed needs for
housing, including affordable
housing, and the needs of groups
with specific housing
requirements.
Local Authorities have a duty to
grant permission on enough
serviced plots of land to meet the
demand for self-building and
custom building in their area.

Neighbouring Authorities
Local Plans.
Neighbourhood Plans.
Travel, Transport

Road to Zero, DfT, 2018.
(Transport Decarbonisation
Plan is due Spring 2021.)
East Sussex County Council
Local Transport Plan 3 20112026

July 2021

Planning policies need to ensure
that new developments are in line
with the strategy of zero emission
(e.g. charging points in newly built
homes, charging infrastructure).
The Local Plan and the Local
Transport Plan should be
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Key theme

Most relevant PPPSIs
(full list in Appendix 1)

Targets / implications for
Review Local Plan part 1

A New Transport Vision for
the Sussex Coast, SCATE,
2017.

developed together to ensure a
consistent and integrated
approach to common objectives
around climate change, air quality,
health, accessibility, connectivity
and place shaping.

Transport Strategy for the
South East, 2020.
Infrastructure

Infrastructure Delivery Plan,
LDC, 2020
Growth and Infrastructure Act,
2013

Economic
development

The Clean Growth Strategy,
DEFRA, 2017.
LDC Corporate Plan 20202024
East Sussex Growth Strategy,
2014.
Coastal West Sussex and
Greater Brighton Strategic
Planning Board, Local
Strategic Statement, 2016.

Community Infrastructure Levy
(CIL) income will be targeted to
address infrastructure priorities
identified in the Infrastructure
Delivery Plan (IDP)
The Local Plan should encourage
sustainable economic growth
committed to community wealth
principles, developing job
opportunities in renewable and
clean sectors. The Local Plan
should support the growth of jobs
and employment across a range of
sectors and existing jobs should
be supported including in tourism.

South East Local Enterprise
Partnership (SELEP) Growth
Deal and Strategic Economic
Plan, 2014.
Building a Brighter Future.
East Sussex Reset,Six
Missions: recovery as
opportunity
(Team East Sussex) 2020

July 2021
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Section 4: Baseline Information
Introduction
4.1

The baseline information seeks to set out the current state of the
environmental, social and economic context, as these are the three
components of a sustainable environment. The baseline information
provides the basis for predicting and monitoring the sustainability effects of
planning policy. In the SA, the baseline is a key step in the identification of
sustainability problems, the identification of alternative ways of dealing with
them, and the prediction and monitoring of effects.

4.2

The collection of data for the SA is an on-going exercise, and not all the
required information was available during the scoping stage. For data
related to labour market issues, official labour market statistics were
consulted, published on the NOMIS website. This data is provided by the
Office for National Statistics, (ONS) and is generally up to date. However,
it is collected on a district basis and so includes the National Park area.
This can result in a significant distortion of the labour market data, as Lewes
town is not within the Plan Area. The Introduction in Appendix 2 sets out
how we dealt with the availability of data.

4.3

Additionally, there is a general lack of up-to-date data for indicators derived
from Census data because the previous Census took place in 2011 and the
next Census will be released in 2022. Apart from this, the impact of the
pandemic will affect e.g., traffic or employment rate, but the impact is
unknown yet. Despite these constraints, the data that is presented in this
Scoping Report is considered sufficient to determine the Key Sustainability
Issues. Information on the quality of data is presented in Appendix 4.

4.4

The information has been organised into four sub-sections: in the first
section a few general characteristics of the Plan Area are presented and
in the following sections the information is presented along the commonly
used sustainability categories: environment, social context, and economic
development. Where we do not hold data for the Plan Area, this will be
specified in the text, using District including the South Downs National Park
or Lewes District.

4.5

Trend without Local Plan:
In shaded blocks the trend without a Local Plan is identified.
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General Characteristics
4.6

4.7

July 2021

Lewes District is made up of high-quality environment and landscape. The
South Downs National Park, with its own planning authority, incorporates
over half of the District, which means that Lewes District Local Planning
Authority consists of a part north of the National Park and a part south of
the South Downs National Park, along the coast.
Map of the Plan Area
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4.8

The southern part of the Plan Area is situated between the English Channel
and the South Downs National Park, and borders with Brighton and Hove
to the west, and Wealden to the east. The majority of the Plan Area’s
population lives in this zone; there are 4 urban areas: Seaford, Newhaven,
Telscombe and Peacehaven. The coastal road A259 connects the towns
with Eastbourne and Brighton, and the A26/A27 connects Newhaven with
Lewes town. Seaford and Newhaven are linked by rail connections to
Lewes town, London, and Gatwick. The port of Newhaven provides cross
channel passenger and freight services to Dieppe in France.

4.9

The northern part of the Plan Area borders with Mid-Sussex to the north
east, to the South Downs National Park to the south and Wealden to the
north and west and is located in the Sussex Weald. The towns of Haywards
Heath and Burgess Hill abut the north-western boundary; the A23 to
London is nearby. Plumpton and Cooksbridge are linked by rail connection
to Lewes town and Haywards Heath, Gatwick, and London. Other public
transport connections from Lewes town to the villages are infrequent,
except for regular bus connections to Ringmer.

Environmental Characteristics
Climate change

5

4.10

As a result of global warming, the Plan Area is forecast to experience
hotter, drier summers; warmer, wetter winters; an increased frequency of
extreme weather events and sea level rise. There are implications for flood
risk, coastal erosion, water resources, health, biodiversity, and extinction
of species.

4.11

The UK Climate Projections 2009 and 2018 provide up-to-date data of how
the climate of the UK may change over the 21st century. These data
represent an upper limit on possible change in (world) temperature of 4 °C.5

4.12

The UK Committee on Climate Change has reported that by 2030, current
plans would at best deliver around half of the required reduction in
emissions. A 36% reduction in UK emissions is required from 2016 to 2030,
with approximately a 20% cut in emissions required from the buildings
sector as a whole. The Committee has made clear that this will require
“stronger new build standards for energy efficiency and low-carbon heat”.

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/approach/collaboration/ukcp/index

July 2021

P a g e | 23

Lewes District Council

SA Scoping Report – Consultation Draft

4.13

After the new projections of the IPCC and the UKCP 2018 and the report
of the UK Committee on Climate Change, the UK signed on the 27th of June
2019 legislation to commit the UK to a legally binding target of net zero
emissions by 2050. Two weeks later Lewes District Council adopted a
Climate Emergency Resolution and agreed to ensure that all strategic
decisions, budgets, and approaches to planning decisions are in line with
a shift to net zero carbon target by 2030. 6

4.14

Following the UK’s net zero target, the Royal Town Planning Institute
(RTPI) released a report stating that “nothing should be planned without
having successfully demonstrated it is fit to take its place in a net-zero
emissions future”.7

4.15

The Climate Change Risk Assessment8 identifies flooding and high
temperatures as posing the greatest risks to people and the built
environment. Sea level rise could make some coastal flood defence in
England highly vulnerable to failure in storm conditions. Flood risks to the
NHS and social care assets are likely to increase. With an ageing
population the numbers of people vulnerable to both heat and cold will
increase. (More on flood risk in next subsection.)

4.16

Carbon dioxide emission data for the district (including the South Downs
National Park) demonstrate that carbon emissions have reduced in the last
five years; emissions for road transport represent the biggest part of the
total emissions (See Appendix 2, Tables 1.1 and 1.2). Compared to the
other local authorities in East Sussex, consumption of domestic gas and
domestic electricity is average: between the lowest (Eastbourne) and the
highest (Wealden). (See Appendix 2, Table 1.3). In Table 1.4 (Appendix 2)
the consumption of domestic gas and domestic electricity is detailed per
Ward. Barcombe, Hamsey and Plumpton are not connected to the gas
network. Newick and Chailey & Wivelsfield present highest consumption.

4.17

The number of registered ultra-low emission vehicles (ULEV) is included in
the baseline data. At the end of March 2018 0.41% of the total of the
registered cars was a ULEV, which was highest, compared to the other
Local Authorities in East Sussex. See table 1.5 in Appendix 2. Table 1.6
shows the increase in the number of ULEVs in the last 5 years. In Lewes

6

https://democracy.leweseastbourne.gov.uk/documents/s10646/Motion%20to%20Declare%20a%20Climate%20Emergency.pdf
7
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/briefing-room/news-releases/2019/july/planning-out-of-sync-with-net-zero-carbon-future,-rtpireport-finds/
8
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-climate-change-risk-assessment-2017
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District (including the South Downs National Park) there were 89 ULEVs in
2015, In 2019 this had increased to 375.9
4.18

Trend without Local Plan:
As the urgency is high, all policies should be in line with the Climate Change
targets. Although the current LPP1 (adopted in 2016) addresses Climate
Change, the current targets are more ambitious. With an updated LPP1,
these new ambitions can be addressed by reducing carbon emission of
new built development, and by designing out the need to travel and / or
maximising opportunities for active travel.

Coastal Erosion

9

4.19

Most of the Plan Area’s coast consists of chalk cliffs where the South
Downs meet the sea. These cliffs are subject to erosion by wind, wave and
rain. Erosion rates are typically 0.3 m per year. This rate however is not
regular, as significant cliff falls are often followed by several years of
stability. The main focus of the Plan Area’s coastal defences is on the
frontage from Saltdean to Peacehaven, where a 50-year strategy covering
major renewal works for current defences exists

4.20

Sea level rise means existing coastal defences will become more difficult
and expensive to maintain.10 The effect of climate change on coastal flood
risk is linked to the stability of the coastline.

4.21

Lewes District Council has coastal protection responsibility for 9.7km of the
district’s 14.5km coastline, including the maintenance of the coastal
defences along the chalk cliff frontage at Peacehaven and Telscombe. The
Environment Agency is the relevant operating authority for Seaford Beach
and Cuckmere Haven. Newhaven Port & Properties is the relevant
operating authority for Newhaven Harbour and the mouth of the Ouse,
which they maintain for navigation purposes. Southern Water is
responsible for the sea defences that protect its Portobello Works and long
sea outfall at Telscombe.

4.22

There is one Shoreline Management Plan11 (SMP) affecting the Plan Area.
In general, SMPs provide a large scale assessment of the risks associated
with coastal processes. The policies for the coast in the Plan Area are set
out in the Beachy Head to Selsey Bill SMP (2006), covering the short (0-

Department for Transport, Published in ESiF.

10

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/future-of-the-sea-impacts-of-sea-level-rise-on-the-uk
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/TLL-19-Beachy-Head-to-Selsey-Shoreline-ManagementPlan-2006.pdf
11
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20 years), medium (20-50 years) and long term (50-100 years). They
present a policy framework to reduce those risks to people and to the
developed, historic and natural environment in a sustainable way. These
plans provide the basis for sustainable coastal defence policies and set
objectives for the future management of the coastline.
4.23

A ‘refresh’ of all SMPs commenced in 2019 to ensure that they remain upto-date, reliable and visible. Consultants on behalf of the Environment
Agency and the coastal authorities have undertaken a “Health Check” of
the current SMP policies in order to review what has changed since 2006
and the potential implications for the SMPs going forward. This Health
Check has identified a number of locations along our coast where there is
a need to review the present policies and action plans. This work is likely
to commence in the coming year.

4.24

In 2014, Lewes District Council and Brighton & Hove City Councils
commissioned a study into sustainable management options for the
coastline between Brighton Marina and Newhaven over the next 100 years.
The Brighton Marina to Newhaven Coastal Management Implementation
Plan was published in 201612 and reviews the findings of previous studies,
including the Beachy Head to Selsey Bill SMP, in the light of current
Government flood and coastal risk management guidance.

4.25

Trend without Local Plan:
Without a Local Plan it will be more difficult to address in an integrated way
erosion risk, putting people and property at increased risk.

Flood Risk
4.26

12
13

Sea level rise increases the risk of coastal flooding and erosion. Sea level
rise projections for the 21st century are uncertain. The UK Climate Change
Projections (2018) forecast sea level will continue to rise to 2100 under all
emission parthways. For London sea level rise in the low emission scenario
is likely to be in the range 0.29 m to 0.70 m. For the high emission scenario,
the range is likely to be 0.53 m to 1.15 m.13 It is important to note that
climate change may not only affect the extent of flooding, but that it also
may cause an increase in the frequency of flooding events. This means for
the tidal stretches of the river Ouse there is an increased risk of not only
overtopping, but tidal locking, where water courses and drains entre into
the Ouse below Barcombe Mills.

https://www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/_resources/assets/inline/full/0/258572.pdf
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/approach/collaboration/ukcp/index
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4.27

Increasing rainfall intensity, caused by climate change, has an impact on
peak river flows and hence can cause increased fluvial flooding. As such,
updated Climate Change Allowances for peak rainfall and peak river flow
are due to be published in 2021 and should be taken into account in the
development of the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment which supports the
Local Plan.

4.28

The vast majority of flooding problems in the District can be attributed to
the River Ouse or the sea (primary sources). An estimated 10% of the
District (including the South Downs National Park) lies within Flood Zone 2
(Medium Probability of Flooding) and another 10% of land lies within Flood
Zone 3a or 3b (High Probability of Flooding or Functional Floodplain). The
likelihood of flooding is anticipated to increase due to climate change.
Land either side of the River Ouse in Newhaven is at risk of flooding,
primarily due to tidal flooding, but also surface water flooding. The tidal
influence along the River Ouse extends upstream from Newhaven at the
mouth to Barcombe Mills. Along this stretch flooding can be caused by a
combination of high tides and significant river flows that individually may
not cause any problems to the system.

4.29

Not only is there the risk of tidal flooding from the rivers or the sea, but also
flooding from groundwater, surface water, sewers and infrastructure failure
due to high rainfall. These other flood sources have a limited effect in terms
of extent but could have as much of an impact as the primary sources.

4.30

Groundwater flood risk is highest over the South Downs, where the chalk
geologies have the potential to store and release large amounts of water.
This risk is highest at the base of the downs, where the spring line lies.
Water levels can rise in response to heavy rainfall, and emerge at the
surface or close to it, causing flooding. The Ward at highest risk of
groundwater flooding includes Newhaven, Denton & Meeching1415. There
are smaller perched water tables in the north of the district. While in the
Low Weald clay area the water table can be very close to the surface
making capacity for infiltration problematic.

4.31

East Sussex County Council is the Lead Local Flood Authority for East
Sussex and has a strategic role in overseeing the management of local
flood risk associated with surface water runoff, ordinary watercourses, and
groundwater flooding. The ESCC Flood Risk Management Strategy (2016)

14

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/flooding/localfloodriskmanagementstrategy/

15

This is according to the 2003 - 2019 definition of the wards, it is the eastside of River Ouse, Newhaven South,
Newhaven North.
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shows flood risk to be highest to the south of the county and on river flood
plains in particular Eastbourne, Lewes District and Hastings. Beyond the
coastal strip and river valleys, the flood risk in East Sussex is more
dispersed.16
4.32

Table 2.1 in Appendix 2 shows the outstanding objections from the
Environment Agency to planning applications. In the last three years the
EA has objected once each year.

4.33

Trend without Local Plan:
Climate Change will increase in all types of flooding events (fluvial, tidal,
coastal, surface water and groundwater) in the future; therefore mitigation
measures need to be considered in the development of new policies in the
LPP1. The Environment Agency and East Sussex County Council are
leading in different types of flooding. Without a Local Plan it would be
difficult to manage the different type of flooding in the required integrated
way.

Water availability
4.34

The South East is classified as an area with serious water stress17, which
means that the current and future household demand for water is likely to
be a high proportion of the effective rainfall available.

4.35

Due to climate change, with warmer and dryer summers to be expected,
the water availability may decrease, while the demand will grow. In the
State of the Environment report on water resources18 the Environment
Agency warns that the current levels of abstraction are unsustainable in
more than a quarter of groundwater bodies and up to one-fifth of surface
waters, reducing water levels and damaging wildlife.

Water quality
4.36

16

The Environment Agency measure the water quality of the river system.
The 2013 statistics reveal that the river water quality in the District: the

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/media/6955/flood-risk-strategy-2016-26-final-edition-ebook1-1.pdf

17

Environment Agency, 2013
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/244333/waterstressed-classification-2013.pdf
18
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/709924/State_of_t
he_environment_water_resources_report.pdf
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ecological, biological, and physic-chemical quality of the water is moderate
to poor. See Table 3.1 in Appendix 2.
4.37

The Environment Agency has defined Groundwater Source Protection
Zones which indicate where there are likely to be particular risks to the
quality of groundwater. The chalk block aquifers are a source of public
water supply and hence protecting their quality is extremely important.
These Groundwater Source Protection Zones are presented in the map
below.19

4.38

For bathing water at Seaford Beach, the current water quality classification
is excellent, based on samples taken from 2016 through to 2019, see table
3.2 Appendix 2.

4.39

Trend without Local Plan:
The demand for drinking water will increase due to new development, the
Local Plan is very important to address the impact this may have on water
availability. Without a Local Plan water availability in dry periods might
become too scarce. Groundwater Protection Zones are protected by law.
The Local Plan, however, is important to assure undesired development
will not take place.

19

https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx
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Air quality
4.40

Air pollution is associated with a number of adverse health impacts. Air
pollution can come from many different sources – traffic, imported air
pollution from the Continent, air emissions from shipping, and domestic
wood burning.

4.41

When air quality falls below the required thresholds an Air Quality
Management Area (AQMA) is declared. Both Lewes town (not in the Plan
Area) and Newhaven have an AQMA, since 2005 (Lewes town) and 2014
(Newhaven). After declaration, the Local Authority must prepare an Air
Quality Action Plan. In 2018 Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) concentrations were
measured still above annual objective concentrations in both AQMAs. (See
table 4.2 in Appendix 2.)

4.42

The concentration of very fine particulate matter, PM2.5 was only measured
at one Sussex site during 2018 – in Holly Place, Eastbourne. The (2018)
PM1o had to be annualised due to abnormal readings; the annual mean
shows 18 mu/m3, which is an improvement on the year before. The PM10
annual mean concentrations have remained well below the annual objective
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for the last 5 years.20 (See table 4.3 in Appendix 2 for NO2 concentration
both inside and outside the AQMA in Newhaven.)
4.43

Local planning must have regard to AQMA areas and ensure applications
for developments provide mitigation measures where traffic may adversely
affect an AQMA, and promote walking cycling and public transport, and
congestion management to reduce traffic levels. Although the assessment
of air quality within the district’s AQMA’s will focus on NO2 impacts
additional reduction measures for particulates PM10 and PM2.5 will also be
assessed.

4.44

Trend without Local Plan:
As the population will grow it will need planning to limit the impact this will
have on traffic and air quality. The Local Plan will be important to address
the modes and needs to travel to help reduce air quality problems. Although
during the plan period the use of electric vehicles will increase, it is not
expected that this will offset the deterioration of air quality due to unplanned
traffic increase.

Soil quality and brownfields
4.45

Lewes District has a high standard of soil, the majority of which is
considered to be ‘Good to Moderate Quality’ (Grade 3) agricultural land in
the Agricultural Land Classification. See on the map below.

4.46

Agricultural land use and forestry activities produce as well as remove
atmospheric CO2. Generally, emissions are produced from livestock and
soils and are removed through forest growth. Increasing the area of planted
forest and lone tree coverage in the District and decreasing livestock
numbers and grassland are important to reduce the emission rate of CO2.21
Soil is a vital asset, additional to its importance to agricultural production
and climate change mitigation it is also crucial to flood risk management,
clean water and support of habitats and wildlife. 22

20

http://www.sussex-air.net/Reports/AnnualStatusReports/ASR-Lewes-2019.pdf

21

LDC Carbon Emissions Analysis and Pathways, Anthesis – LDC, 2020. https://www.leweseastbourne.gov.uk/_resources/assets/inline/full/0/291623.pdf
22

LNP, Natural Capital Investment Strategy for Sussex 2019-2020. http://sussexlnp.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2019/12/Natural-Capital-Investment-Strategy_ADOPTED_Final_Dec2019.pdf
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4.47

There is some history of heavy industry in particularly Newhaven, and
therefore there are some contaminated sites.
Lewes District Council seeks to remediate contaminated sites by
redeveloping on a proportion of Previously Developed Land (PDL).

4.48

Government guidance states that local authorities should keep a register of
sites of previously developed land (PDL). On the register (Part 1) of LDC
there are 47 sites. For the District including the National Park the number
of completed dwellings on previously developed land oscillated between 53
(2018/2019) and 246 (2014/2015) over the last 6 years23. (See table 7.2 in
Appendix 2.)

23

Source: ESCC Residential Monitoring Database, published in SA area report on ESiF.
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Trend without Local Plan:
The Local Plan should support the preservation of the best and most
versatile agricultural land (grade 1-3). Without a Local Plan more
development on agricultural land and green fields may take place.

Waste
4.50

The main types of waste are:
Local Authority Collected Waste (LACW) is waste that is collected by local
authorities. Generally, it is from households and makes up about 21% of all
wastes in East Sussex and Brighton & Hove. 24
Commercial and Industrial Waste (C&I) makes up about 27%.
The greatest part of the total waste comes from: Construction, Demolition
and Excavation Waste (CDEW), this is 51%. See the figure below. From
the CDEW 15% ends up in landfill, the rest is recycled or otherwise
recovered.25

Figure: Waste arising in East Sussex, South Downs NP and Brighton and Hove. 26

4.51

The amount of household waste collected per head diminished slightly,
from 294 kg in 2012/2014 to 289 in 2017/2018, but is significantly higher in
2018/19: 303 kg.27 The percentage of waste that is recycled or composted
has oscillated round 24.5 from 2013 till 2017 and started to rise to a
percentage of 38.2% in 2018/19 . This is lower than the East Sussex figure
of 42.9%. On the other hand, the percentage of household waste that is

24

Waste and Mineral Plan for East Sussex, South Downs and Brighton & Hove, 2013.
Waste and Mineral Plan for East Sussex, South Downs and Brighton & Hove, 2013
26
Waste and Mineral Plan for East Sussex, South Downs and Brighton & Hove, 2013. Page 5.
27
Waste team ESCC, published in ESiF.
25
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going to landfill is much more positive than the East Sussex figure. In Lewes
District 0.1% is sent to landfill, compared to 1.0% for East Sussex. See
tables 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, and 5.4 of Appendix 2.

4.52

Trend without Local Plan:
The production of Construction, Demolition and Excavation Waste depends
on the amount of development and the way waste is minimised and
recycled, which is influenced by the Local Plan. The amount of recycled or
otherwise recovered waste is partially influenced by a local plan, because
it depends on space available for this, at household level as for collection
and managing near users/producers.

Biodiversity
4.53

The Plan Area is home to 4 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), they
cover 560ha. There are 2 Local Nature Reserves (LNR): Chailey Common
(173Ha) and Castle Hill in Newhaven (16ha). The Beachy Head West
Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) was designated in 2013 and runs parallel
to the district’s coastline between Brighton to the west and Beachy Head to
the east.

4.54

There are also 49 Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) within the Plan Area. Local
Wildlife Sites are non-statutory sites that contain features of substantive
nature conservation value.

4.55

Table 6.1 in Appendix 2 presents data on the condition of the SSSI’s in
2020. The 3 of the 4 sites (there is no estimate of the area of the cliffs)
cover an area of 327 hectares, the Brighton to Newhaven Cliffs, and part
of the Chailey Common are in favourable condition. The rest is
unfavourable / recovering. 28

28

Defra, published on Magic Maps.
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Ancient Woodland is considered an irreplaceable habitat and important
ecological resource. Approximately one third of the District is located
within 500 metres of Ancient Woodland. The Plan Area contains 90.7%
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of the district’s Ancient Woodland, this is 1,048 ha covering 3.6% of the
Plan Area.
4.57

The river systems of the Adur & Ouse, and the Cuckmere & Pevensey
Levels are an important biodiversity asset. The catchments provide a
range of benefits for people and wildlife; they provide natural flow to rivers,
sustain wetland and host a diverse array of plans and animals.

4.58

There are no internationally designated sites in the Plan Area, but there
are two internationally important Special Areas of Conservation (SACs):
Castle Hill and Lewes Downs, in Lewes District, both outside the Plan
Area. Any development that may have an impact on these sites will be
required to undertake a Habitat Regulations Assessment.

4.59

The Ashdown Forest Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Special
Protection Area (SPA) is situated outside Lewes District. A Habitats
Regulation Assessment undertaken on the Local Plan Part 129 concluded
that development in that part of the district within 7 km of the Ashdown
Forest, in combination with development in neighbouring districts, could
have a significant adverse impact on protected species within the SAC
and SPA. Additional residential development will need to be considered
for potential increase in traffic and the impact on the Ashdown Forest.

4.60

Trend without Local Plan:
Without a new Local Plan, the designated sites still will be protected under
current legislation. Non-statutory sites, such as the Local Wildlife Sites
may be at risk for unplanned development.
The biodiversity net gain requirement will still be required; the Local Plan
can be helpful for developers to be aware of the concerning policies and
to determine where the gains for biodiversity may be applied.

29

https://www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/_resources/assets/inline/full/0/257033.pdf
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Landscape
4.61

The landscape and historic environment of the entire district is highly
valued by both residents and visitors. There is a diverse and attractive
countryside, including chalk cliffs, shingle beaches, downland, heathland,
river valleys, flood plains and areas of ancient woodland. The Plan Area
contains two distinct landscape character areas, as identified in East
Sussex County Landscape Assessment30. These are the Western Low
Weald and a small area east of Ringmer sits in the Eastern Low Weald
Area.

4.62

The landscape in the Eastern Low Weald areas has much of the historic
rural character intact. The distinctive pattern of rural lanes and scattered
unspoilt villages reinforces the historic character. Agricultural
intensification has caused the removal of some hedgerows and hedgerow
trees. There are large woodland areas which are ancient in origin, and a
geometric pattern of north south orientated route ways and lanes which
are considered to be drove roads along which farmers traditionally took
their stock to the Downs.

4.63

Although the South Downs National Park remains outside the Plan Area
of the Local Plan, the landscape of the National Park is of great
importance within the Plan Area. LDC are required to have regard to the
purposes of the South Downs National Park as set out in Section 62 of the
Environment Act 1995. The purposes are ‘to conserve and enhance the
natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the area’ and ‘to promote
opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities
of the national park by the public.’ The landscapes described in the South
Downs Landscape Character Assessment31 are strongly interrelated to
those in the Plan Area. Of particular importance are the SDNP viewsheds,
and the South Downs International Dark Sky Reserve which was
designated in 2016.

4.64

Trend without Local Plan:
The growing population, the need for more housing and subsequent
increased traffic flow increase pressure on the landscape. The Local Plan
will help to control, reduce the possible negative impact of new
development, and reinforce local distinctiveness. Without a Local Plan it

30

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/landscape/
South Downs Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) 2020 Technical Papers.
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/landscape-design-conservation/south-downs-landscape-character-assessment/
31
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will be difficult to find the balance between landscape values and
increased housing.
Historic environment
4.65

Lewes District has a rich and valued legacy of listed buildings and
conservation areas, as well as historic parks and gardens, scheduled
ancient monuments, and sites of archaeological importance. These are
showed on the map below. Such assets contribute to the district's cultural
identity and unique sense of place and they need to be protected and
treated with due sensitivity and care.
There are:
-

Monuments (Above and Below Ground Archaeology) – 1965 records
Historic England assets:
•
•
•

Listed Buildings: 356 Records
Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAM) – 6
Registered Parks & Gardens – 1 (Newick Park)32

4.66

In the Plan Area there is one building on the Heritage at Risk list: the
caponier of the Newhaven Fort. Newhaven Fort, built in the 1860s to
defend the growing harbour, is a Scheduled Ancient Monument.

4.67

Conservation Areas are sites that have been identified as having high
historic or architectural interest. There is no standard format and they
come in different shapes and sizes. They can be rural, urban and
suburban and can include residential, retail and commercial property from
different periods. There are 15 Conservation Areas in the Plan Area, see
map below ‘Historic Environment’.

4.68

The district is rich in archaeological remains which form a unique and
fragile record of the past, easily damaged and lost through development.
The Archaeological Notification Area map33 shows the areas containing
recorded archaeological remains for East Sussex. There are 47 records
for Archaeological Notification Areas in the Plan Area.34

4.69

The district includes a number of well-established residential areas that
make a valuable contribution to the distinctive character of the towns or
villages in which they are located. These areas do not possess the
necessary architectural or historic interest to merit designation as

32

ESCC Historic Environment Record, 2021.
https://escc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=78ce56f03ccf42b3810b30a5023d4989
34
ESCC Historic Environment Record, 2021.
33
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Conservation Areas. However, it is considered that all have a special
character and quality that is worthy of retention and therefore warrant
particular consideration when planning applications are being determined.
4.70

Trend without Local Plan:
Without a Local Plan the designated areas (Conservation Areas,
archaeological assets and listed buildings) will still protected. The Local
Plan will help to protect archaeological heritage assets and the nondesignated heritage assets.
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Social Characteristics
Population
4.71

In 2018 Lewes District has a population of 102,74435. The Plan Area
(District outside the National Park) has a population of 75,768, 80% of this
population lives in the southern part of the plan area. See table 8.1 of
Appendix 2. Between 2008 and 2018 the population growth was 8.5%. See
Table 8.3 in Appendix 2

4.72

The growth of the population is mainly due to internal migration, positive
natural population growth (more births than deaths) is registered in some
wards in Peacehaven and Newhaven, and in Chailey and Wivelsfield.
Table 8.4 in Appendix 2 shows the internal migration for the different age
groups for the entire district. The age group of 25-44 presents the highest
migration rate, while the age group of young adult shows a significant rate
of out migration.

4.73

The growth of the population is projected to be 113,902 in 203336. (See
Table 8.2 in Appendix 2.) This projection is dwelling-led, which means that
it reflects the number of extra dwellings being planned for future years by
the local authority. Compared to the population estimate in 2018 the
population growth to 2033 is supposed to be 10.9% for the entire district.

4.74

In 2017 the median age of English population was 39.8 and for East Sussex
population this was 47.5. Table 8.5 in Appendix 2 shows the median age
by wards in 2017; there is only one ward with a median age lower than 40
(37.2 in Newhaven Valley). Seaford, Plumpton, Peacehaven West Ringmer
and Newick all score a median age higher than the East Sussex figure.
In England the median age did rise from 38.1 in 2002 to 39.8 in 2017, this
means that median age got 1.7 year higher in a 15-year period. In East
Sussex this increase was 3.7, while in Lewes District this was: 3.3.37 In
summary: the population in Lewes District is 7.6 year older than the
average for England and is growing older faster compared to the English
average increase.

Housing
4.75

In 2019 the Housing Delivery Test for Lewes District outside the SDNP
scored 93%38. The residual target in this year (after separating the target

35

Office for National Statistics, published in ESiF.
Office of National Statistics, published in ESiF.
37
Office of National Statistics, published in ESiF.
38
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/housing-delivery-test-2019-measurement
36
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for the SDNP) was 275 dwellings per year. In Table 9.1 in Appendix 2 the
numbers of completed houses are presented. In 2016/17 this number was
167, the following years the number of completions was substantial more:
285, 311 and 24239 respectively.
4.76

The number of affordable housing fluctuates between 22 and 6640 in the
last 5 years. (See Table 9.2 in Appendix 2.) The percentage of affordable
housing of total completions can be compared with the other East Sussex
Councils; the data demonstrates that Lewes District’s performance over the
last five years is average.

4.77

Data on the tenure of households show that the percentages of outright
owned and private rented tenure have increased steadily between 2007
and 2017, see Figure 9.3 in Appendix 2. In the same period, the percentage
of social rent remained more or less stable, while the percentage of houses
owned with a mortgage decreased dramatically from 37% to 29%.41 This
means that more people are renting in a more expensive private market,
where saving for a first-time buy is more difficult. So, the number of
households able to own their own house is decreasing.

4.78

Based on population estimates, births, deaths, migration, and dwelling-led
household projections the number of households will grow from 45,377 in
2021 to 50,920 in 2033.42 (See Table 9.4 in Appendix 2.)

4.79

Table 9.5 in Appendix 2 shows the ratio of median house prices to median
earnings. This demonstrates that the house prices are rising steadily
compared to earnings. The ratio for Lewes District (9.76) is higher than the
English ratio (7.83), even higher than the East Sussex average (9.54).

4.80

The number of household on the LDC housing register fluctuated between
1649 and 1955 in the period between 2014 and 2017. The data on
homeless households who are in priority need oscilates between 60 and
80 and is low compared to the East Sussex average. (See Tables 9.6 and
9.7 in Appendix 2.)

39

LDC Housing Delivery Test
ESIF, Data from ESCC.
41
Family Resources Survey, Department for Work and Pensions.
42
ESCC, Research and Information Team, 2020
40
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Trend without Local Plan:
Without a Local Plan there still will be housing development, but it is to
expect that the mix may not be synchronised with the specific population
growth.

Deprivation and social exclusion
4.82

The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) measures levels of deprivation
across a range of factors in the seven domains of income, employment,
health, education, housing, crime and living environment. The map below
shows the level of Multiple Deprivation for Lewes District in 2019. The map
shows that some area in Newhaven and Peacehaven are categorised in
the more deprived ranks (blue).

Source: Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local
Government (MHCLG),
published on ESiF

4.83

July 2021

The percentage of people claiming out of work benefits in Lewes District is
lower than the percentage for England (see Table 10.1, Appendix 2). In
2018 7.9% of the working age population claimed out of work benefits. The
percentage of the working age population claiming any benefit was in the
same year 15.8%. See Table 10.2, Appendix 2.
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4.84

Another indicator for deprivation is fuel poverty, meaning the households
that find it difficult to afford sufficient fuel to maintain a satisfactory heating
regime (usually 21°C for the main living area, and 18°C for other occupied
rooms). In the years from 2014 to 2016 fuel poverty has increased in Lewes
District: from 7.8% to 8.9%. See Table 10.3, Appendix 2.

4.85

Trend without Local Plan:
There are areas with high level of deprivation and affluent areas within the
district. Without a Local Plan it will be more difficult to achieve an adequate
housing mix in all areas, or desirable space for infrastructure.

Community and safety

4.86

In 2017 the ESCC Public Health Team carried out a Community Survey43.
According to the results of this survey 83.7% of the population in Lewes
District is very satisfied or fairly satisfied with the local area as a place to
live. This is comparable to the East Sussex average. See Table 11.1 in
Appendix 2.

4.87

In the same ESCC Community Survey people were questioned on their
feeling of safety outside. In Lewes District, 4.7% of the people felt fairly
unsafe of very unsafe during daytime. This is significantly more than the
East Sussex average, which is 1.4%. After dark 28.2% of the Lewes District
population feels fairly or very unsafe. This is also significantly more than
the East Sussex average of 12.3%. See Table 11.2 in Appendix 2.

4.88

The crime rate in Lewes District is significantly lower than the English, or
East Sussex average. In 2018/2019 the rate of recorded offences per 1,000
people was in Lewes District 53.444, while in East Sussex it was 63. The
English rate was 87.5 in the same year. See Table 11.3 in Appendix 2.

4.89

Another component of safety is road safety. Table 11. 4 in Appendix 2
shows the recorded road casualties in the district compared to the other
districts in East Susses. The last three years the number of casualties was
always above 300, including 2 fatal accidents in 2019 and 3 in 2017 and
2018. See Table 11.4, Appendix 2.

43
44

ESCC Community Survey, 2017. Ipsos MORI.
Home Office, published on ESiF.
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Health
4.90

The health situation of people living in Lewes District seems better than the
average for England or East Sussex. This is an average for the entire
District and it is to expect that in the more deprived areas the health
situation is worse, as evidence says that people living in more deprived
areas face worse health inequalities. In 2017-2019 the life expectancy in
England was 79.8 for male and 83.4 for females, in Lewes District this was
80.9 and 85.145. In the foregoing years the data show the same image. See
Table 11.5 in Appendix 2.

4.91

Another indicator of the health situation is the birthweight rate, this is the
percentage of babies with a birth weight less than 2.5 kg. The figure for
Lewes District oscilates between the 5.1% and 7.2% in the years between
2014 and 201746. The figure for England shows a steady 7% for all years.
In East Sussex the figure oscilates between 5.8% and 6.2% in the same
period. See Table 11.6 in Appendix 2.

4.92

In Table 11.7 in Appendix 2 we present the disability projections for the
district. In 2020 there are 2,735 people with sight and 5,160 with hearing
disability in the District. In the same year there are 13,885 persons with a
locomotor disability. For people with a disability access to houses, facilities,
and services will be more difficult.

4.93

In Lewes District the percentage of people who are more than 150 minutes
active has increased in the last three years, and is 66.9%. However, in the
same period the percentage of inactive people, exercising less than 30
minutes per week, has increased as well tp 23.3%47. See Table 11.8
Appendix 2.

4.94

The majority of adults are overweight to some degree: 64.4% of all adults.
In children of age group 10-11 the percentage overweight is also
significant: 27%. 48 See Table 11.9 Appendix 2.

45

Office for National Statistics (ONS), published in ESiF.
Office for National Statistics (ONS), published in ESiF
47
Source: Active Lives Survey, Sport England. https://www.sportengland.org/know-your-audience/data/active46

lives/active-lives-data-tables
48

Source: Lewes District Based on the LA view of the JSNAA Scorecards 2017 East Sussex Public Health,
eastsussexjsna.org.uk

July 2021

P a g e | 46

Lewes District Council

4.95

SA Scoping Report – Consultation Draft

Trend without Local Plan:
Sense of community and feel of safety require careful spatial planning. The
same holds for an evironment where people are encouraged to a healthy
lifestyle. As the population is aging population this is even more important.
Without a Local Plan the pressure on house building may put at risk design
for a safe and welcoming environment, where people can meet and are
stimulated to physical exercise. However, the contribution of the Local Plan
to peoples health and feeling of safety is limited.

Education and skills
4.96

In the Regeneration Strategy for Lewes District49 a skilled workforce is
considered a key criterion for the success of a local economy. Skills are
also a route to social mobility and tackling deprivation.

4.97

There are six state-funded secondary schools in the district (of which 5 are
located in the Plan Area). Most pupils will arrive within 30 minutes by public
transport or walking. See Table 13.2 in Appendix 2. Therefore we consider
there is limited absolute dependency on cars for the school run. See Table
13.2 in Appendix 2.

4.98

Sussex Downs College has campuses in Lewes town and Newhaven. The
college offers further education to 16–19-year-olds, apprenticeships, and
adult provision in all curriculum areas. The college also offers some Higher
Education courses. Plumpton College is a land-based specialist college
serving a wide catchment area. Approximately 50% of its 16–19-year-old
students are resident outside East Sussex. The college offers higher level
courses in among others: Agriculture and Animal Science. The Universities
of Brighton and Sussex are significant in terms of being geographically
close to the district and able to provide access to higher level provision.

4.99

There is an adequate amount of adult educational services. There are
Learn direct courses at local libraries, adult educational courses at Ringmer
Community College, Sussex Downs College and Plumpton College.

4.100

Comparing the education levels in the county, the skills profile of Lewes
District is polarised with a relatively high percentage of people with no
qualifications and highest percentage of people with NVQ4 and above. See
Table 12.1 in Appendix 2. In general, the qualifications of the working age
population in Lewes District is better than the level of qualification within

49

Building a Brighter Future, a Regeneration Strategy for Lewes District 2012 -2015.
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the other local authorities in East Sussex 50. In 2019 39.7% of the working
age population had at least level 4; for East Sussex this was 35.5%. See
Table 12.1 in Appendix 2.
4.101

2011 Census data are available at ward level; this gives an impression of
the qualification levels in the different wards of the Plan Area. The
percentage of population with no qualification is higher in Peacehaven East
and Peacehaven West. The highest percentage of population which
maximum level of achievement is Level 1 is found in Newhaven. See Figure
12.2 in Appendix 2.

4.102

Trend without Local Plan:
A Local Plan can influence accessibility of schools, but not the
achievements and qualifications of the population. A spatial plan may help
the Education Authority to identify where the need for infrastructural
facilities is concentrated.

Access to services
4.103

All villages and towns in the Plan Area have primary schools. However, in
Seaford East and Seaford West, Peacehaven East, Telscombe and in the
rural area near Ringmer and Chailey, Wivelsfield, Barcombe and Hamsey
the primary school is on more than a 15 minutes walkingdistance. See
Table 13.1 in Appendix 2.

4.104

Most people in the Plan Area live less than a 30 minutes walk/public
transport journey from a town centre. See Table 13.3 in Appendix 2.

4.105

In some areas in the Plan Area the access to an digital network of
acceptable quality is limited. Commercial deployment of broadband failed
to reach these areas, limiting possibilities for people working from home.
This made home teaching even more challenging during the Covid
pandemic. See Figure 20.3 in Appendix 2.

4.106

To visit a hospital the majority of the population will depend on a car to get
there within 30 minutes. See Table 13.4 in Appendix 2. Nearby hospitals
are located in Brighton, Haywards Heath, Lewes town and Eastbourne.

50

Annual Population Survey, Nomis/ONS, published on ESiF.
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Trend without Local Plan:
Adequate access to services can be obtained by careful planning of new
developments, a Local Plan is essential to achieve this and to strike a
sustainable balance.

Access to open spaces
4.108

The actual provision on all typologies of open spaces is compared to a
standard provision. For Parks & Gardens a small deficiency is detected
(0.03 ha), for spaces for Children and Young People the deficiency is more
significant: 0.19 ha51. The standard provision for Children and Young
People is 0.25 ha. See Table 14.1, Appendix 2.

4.109

In the same table the future provision is calculated based on the population
growth. When the unchanged provision of open spaces is calculated for the
population of 2030 the numbers will decrease. When this is compared to
the same standard provision more deficiencies are detected. For
Allotments this will be 0.04 ha, for Amenity Greenspace this will be 0.02 ha.
And for Parks & Gardens the deficiency will grow to 0.09 ha52. The
deficiency in Provision of Children and Young People will not grow
signigicantly. The provision of Natural and Semi-Natural Greenspace is,
also in future, more than sufficient.

4.110

The quality of the open spaces in the district is fair in general53. See Table
14.2 in Appendix 2.

4.111

Trend without Local Plan:
Open Spaces are important for mental and physical healt and well being of
the population. The NPPF requires high quality open spaces should be
protected or their loss mitigated, unless a lack of need is established, and
to plan positively for ‘green infrastructure’ as part of planning for ‘ecological
networks’.
The need for housing will put pressure on open spaces, and climate change
and biodiversity loss require the green spaces are linked to achieve a
resilient green network. Without a Local Plan it is a risk green spaces will
be sacrificed for housing development or/and the network of green spaces
may fragmentise instead of being fortified.

51

LDC, Open Space Strategy 2020
LDC, Open Space Strategy 2020
53
LDC, Open Space Strategy 2020
52
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Access to sports facilities and playing pitches.
4.112

The Playing Pitch needs assessment was carried on with the Sports
England methodology. With this methodology the need for playing pitches
is based on the demand of each sport. This demand is based on the current
number of teams, the latent demand and the estimated future demand.

4.113

Football is the most popular sport in the Plan Area. The current supply and
demand analysis for available pitch provision shows a small amount of
spare capacity across the Study Area for Adult, and a higher level of spare
capacity for Youth 9v9 and Mini 7v7 football, and a deficit of provision for
Youth 11v11 and Mini 5v5 football. The southern part of the District shows
a significant deficit for Youth 11v11 provision. In future the requirement for
football pitches is likely to increase, particularly in southern part of the
district, for both grass and artificial provision54.

4.114

The quality of cricket provision across is adequate. The lowest rated
elements of cricket provision in the District are ancillary facilities and nonturf practice facilities. The level of demand for cricket across Lewes District
is relatively high. One of the two hockey pitches in Lewes District (Falmer
Sports Ground) lacks security of long term community access. There is also
a large deficit for secured and accessible rugby provision (at club sites)55.

4.115

Trend without Local Plan:
The protection of playing fields is set out in the NPPF. Developments of
new provision will be more difficult without a Local Plan as the Local Plan
provides a positive opportunity to ensure adequate provision of these
services. Development also provides an opportunity to seek financial
contributions for new facilities which otherwise may not be possible to
secure.

Economic Characteristics

Covid-19 Pandemic
4.116

54
55

As in the rest of the country, Covid-19 has a disruptive impact on the local
economy. The Covid-19 pandemic will influence employment rates for the
year 2020 and probably the next as well. Oxford Consultants and ONS
(see Table 16.5 in Appendix 2) present data on the vulnerability of

LDC Playing Pitch Strategy, 4global
LDC Playing Pitch Strategy, 4global
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employment to the effect of the pandemic. It is estimated that 25.4% of all
jobs in the Lewes District are at risk. The economic data presented in this
economic section of the baseline study are expected to show not to be in
in line with trend of foregoing years.

Gross Value Added and Economic Development
4.117

The Gross Value Added per head is considered a useful way of comparing
regions of different size. In Lewes District the GVA is higher than the GVA
for East Sussex but lies very much below England’s average. In Lewes
District the GVA was 17.500 in 2018, in England this was 29.000 in the
same year. See Figure 15.1 in Appendix 2.

4.118

Figure 15.1 also shows that the GVA for England grew steadily over the
last 10 years: from 22.300 to 29.000. For East Sussex and Lewes District
the growth is not so pronounced; in Lewes District the growth of the GVA
oscillated between 15.000 and 17.500.

4.119

Figure 15.2 shows which business enterprises contribute to the economy
of Lewes District. In 2019 the district contained a total of 5015 businesses,
of which 1290 (19%) are professional scientific & technical. This is
relatively more than the percentage for England or East Sussex. Another
important area is construction businesses: 645 businesses (14.7%). The
percentage of businesses in accommodation and food services is relatively
low: 4.7%, while this is 6.2 for East Sussex and 5.5 for England. In arts,
entertainment and recreation there are 355 businesses (8.1%); this is more
than the percentages for England (6.4) and East Sussex (7.1). It’s in this
last sector that Covid-19 seems to have most effect.

4.120

The number of business inheritable properties has increased in the years
between 2012 and 2016, while in the same period the floor space
decreased. (See Figure 15.3 in Appendix 2.) The rateable value of a
square metre of floor space has shown minor change.

4.121

In Lewes District 86% of all businesses employ between 1 to 9 people, and
are categorised as micro businesses, there are 4325 micro businesses.
There are only 10 large businesses in the district. See Table 15.4 in
Appendix 2.

4.122

From 2010 till 2018 the number of active business increased from 4235 to
4645, this is an increase of 1% per year. See Table 15.5 in Appendix 2.
The data for this table were gathered by ONS/ Business Demography. For
the year 2019 data from ONS/ Inter Departmental Business Register
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(IDBR) show a figure of 5015 businesses in Lewes District. This would
signify that in the last year the number of businesses increased by 8%
4.123

In the Council’s Corporate Plan, a people-centred approach to local
economic development is promoted. Community Wealth Building seeks to
use the spending power within a local area in ways that maximise benefits
to local communities. This can include councils and other major ‘anchor
institutions’ procuring goods and services locally; businesses committing
to pay a living wage and actively recruiting from more deprived
communities.

4.124

Relevant baseline information for Community Wealth Building is still
scarce. There are 32 employers who have signed up the Lewes Living
Wage initiative, predominantly based in Lewes Town. In Newhaven a LDC
Technical Guidance Note was adopted in 2020 to assist in securing local
employment and training, and the results will be monitored.56

4.125

Trend without Local Plan:
The growth of the local economy depends on many other issues, not
related to the Local Plan: for instance, a recession after the Covid
pandemic. However, a Local Plan will demonstrate what will be the spatial
planning environment for investors and developers; this will help them to
foresee their own possibilities, and also give them insight in the direction
the local economy will take. This direction will be one of local development
that benefits the local community.

Employment and income
4.126

The unemployment rate of the Lewes District population is significant lower
that the English rate and has decreased from 5% to 3.7% in the years from
2015 to 2019. (See Table 16.2 in Appendix 2.) It is to be expected that this
rate will increase due to the measures taken to resist the pandemic.

4.127

76.2 % of the working age population of Lewes District is economically
active; this is lower than the percentage for England or East Sussex (see
Table 16.1 in Appendix 2). At the same time, the percentage of working
age population who are economically inactive and who do not want a job
is higher than the rates for England or East Sussex: In Lewes District this
is 82.1% and for England and East Sussex this is 79.1% and 76.9 %

56

https://democracy.leweseastbourne.gov.uk/documents/s15881/Appendix%201%20Newhaven%20Local%20Employment%20and%20Tr
aining%20Technical%20Guidance%20Note.pdf
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respectively, therefore the percentage of working age people who are
economically inactive and who do want a job is relatively low: 17.9%.
4.128

The average net weekly household income for the Plan Area can be
compared with the data for Lewes District including the National Park. The
weekly income in the Plan Area lies below that of the entire District. In
2017/18 the difference is about £30 a week. See Table 16.3 in Appendix
2.

4.129

When all wages are ranked in descending order, a median wage is
determined at the point where 50% of employees earn less and 50% earn
more. The median wage in Lewes District is significantly lower (476£) than
the median wage for England (581£). When the wages are compared of
only male employees this difference is less striking; female employees
earn 367£ compared to the 611£ of the male employees. In the last three
years there has been a decline in female earnings, while the average
median pay for female workers in England increased. See Table 16.4 in
Appendix 2.

Travel to work
4.130

For data on travel to work we have to rely on the 2011 Census57. In the
Plan Area 13% of all people in employment were working mainly from
home. 11% travelled more than 30 km to arrive at the place of work. See
Table 17.1 in Appendix 2.

4.131

The most popular mode of travel to reach the place of work is the private
car. The data by ward do not present significant difference for the towns
and parishes within the Plan Area: Chailey and Wivelsfield score more than
70%. Lowest are Plumpton (58.4%) and Hamsey (60.5%). See Table 17.2
in Appendix 2. In Newhaven 15.7% of the population walks or cycles to
work, this is the highest percentage in the district.

4.132

In the 2011 Census the commuting flow in and out Lewes District (including
the SDNP) was investigated. Roughly half of the working population lives
and works in the district. There are also people commuting into the district,
this is more than 500058 less than the out-commuters. See Table 17.3 in
Appendix 2.

57
58

ONS, Census 2011, published in ESiF.
ONS, Census 2011, published in ESiF
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Trend without Local Plan
Without a Local Plan there is still much that can be done to motivate people
to leave their car. With good spatial planning through the Local Plan more
space and improvement of routes for bicycles and pedestrians can be
provided, and car use can be diminished by building on sustainable
locations.

Transport
4.134

The A26 and the A272 are the primary routes within Lewes District
providing connection between the central areas of East Sussex and the
trunk road networks.

4.135

Traffic congestion is a problem on the road junctions near Lewes town.
The impact of new development in Ringmer will aggravate this, especially
on the junction A26/B2192. West of Peacehaven there is very limited
headroom for additional westbound vehicles in the peak on the A259.

4.136

In terms of passenger train services, Lewes District is well-served by main
line services to London Victoria, via Gatwick and East Coastway services
to Brighton, Falmer, and Eastbourne. There are no significant
improvements planned for the rail system, although there are capacity
constraints at peak periods on services to London.

4.137

The towns are relatively well served by bus services to larger centres within
and outside the district. The rural areas have fewer services, often
subsidised by ESCC. Additionally, to the normal bus services there exists
a network of community transport services operated by the community
itself.

4.138

There are several dedicated cycle paths in Lewes District and ESCC is
developing a Local Cycling & Walking Investment Strategy to mirror the
Government’s strategy. Government policy is to increase levels of walking
and cycling in recognition of the positive contribution to national priorities,
including health, reducing urban congestion, improving air quality, and
bringing other economic and social benefits.

4.139

Car parking is a significant issue for local communities, including the
villages. Lack of parking space provokes congestion caused by on-street
parking, or difficulties for residents to park. The solution may not be the
creation of more parking spaces as this may result in more traffic, with
implications for air pollution and safety.
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4.140

Table 18.2 in Appendix 2 shows the use of cycling and walking as a mode
of travel. In Lewes District people walk more compared to the other districts
and borough in East Sussex. In Lewes District 36.1% 59of the adults walk
5 times or more per week for at least 10 minutes. 3.1% of the population
cycles with similar frequency.

4.141

The transport sector as a whole can be considered the major source of
greenhouse gases. Data from 2018 show that the contribution from
transport to the total of all emission is 179 kt on a total of 382kt, this makes
46.8%. See the figure below, and Table 1.1 of Appendix 2.

CO2 emissions by sector, Lewes District,
2018
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Source: BEIS, published in ESiF.

4.142

Trend without Local Plan:
As population will increase so will traffic volumes, which will have
implications for road traffic and public transport. Without a Local Plan it is
to expect that the growth in population will increase conventional car use.
The Council will work in partnership with Highways England and ESCC to
pursue common transport goals, but without a Local Plan it will be more
difficult to address these. The District Council has a limited role in
influencing investment decisions on the rail network. However, the Council
can play a significant role in enhancing the attractiveness of alternative
modes of transport to the car.

Tourism
4.143

59

There is little baseline information on tourism on specifically the Plan Area.
In 2016, 2017 and 2018 the number of day visitors to Lewes District was

Department for Transport, published in ESiF.
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over 3 million. In 2018 the tourism industry provided for 3,926 jobs60. See
Table 19.1 in Appendix 2.
4.144

The historic town of Lewes and the South Downs National Park, both
outside the Plan Area, attract the greater part of these day visitors.
However, visitor attractions in the Plan Area include Seaford beach and
Newhaven fort.

4.145

Trend without a Local Plan
The growth of tourism depends on many other issues not related to the
Local Plan: from increased national tourism, developments in neighbouring
authorities, or adequate promotion. However, a Local Plan will
demonstrate what will be the spatial planning environment for investors
and developers in the touristic sector; this will help them to foresee their
own possibilities.

Infrastructure
4.146

On the basis of population and housing growth in Lewes District, and the
forecast of the need for additional employment land, an analysis of the
shortfall of infrastructure is presented in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. 61

4.147

No capacity constraints in terms of electricity infrastructure have been
identified at regional level through the evidence submitted on the South
East Plan. The companies responsible for energy supplies are normally
able to provide the required infrastructure to serve new development.
Improvements in technology mean that the nature of supplies could move
to more localised distributed generation through a mix of local renewable
resources and installations, such as Combined Heat and Power
schemes.62

4.148

The existing gas network is adequate to serve current needs. The
demands forecast for the next 10 years show a decrease of approximately
0.45% per annum, partly due to increased efficiency of homes and
businesses.

4.149

Nationally the focus is on moving towards exploring alternatives to gas, in
particular moving towards distributed generation and phasing out new gas

60

https://www.visitlewes.co.uk/dbimgs/Visit%20Lewes%20Fast%20Facts(1).pdf

61

LDC IDP 2020: https://www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/planning-policy/community-infrastructure-levycil/infrastructure-delivery-plan-and-regulation-123-list/?assetdetb15f5c56-9bf9-4867-b307-cdbef931760d=286459
62

LDC IDP, 2020
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boilers. 63 There is loads of national work going on to decarbonise the gas
grid through injection of ‘green gas’ and hydrogen; the injection of
hydrogen will mean that hydrogen ready appliances should be installed
4.150

The Energy South2East Strategy is actively seeking to get off-gas grid
homes onto the grid – for the reason stated above. However, to
accommodate a widespread use of renewables, the grid must be capable
of meeting modern energy demands. In order to use renewable energy to
its full potential, electrical infrastructure might need to be updated to
accommodate the increase in supply and transport power to where it’s
needed.

4.151

The supporting communications infrastructure must keep pace with the
needs of people and businesses. During the pandemic an increased need
for fast communication infrastructure to facilitate working from home was
manifested. Ofcom data from 201764 shows that the broadband speed in
the wards oscillated between 12.6 Mbit/s and 32.9 Mbit/sec. In Appendix 2
we present a map with coverage and speed of the Openreach network,
where the postcode areas are shown where working from home is difficult
(See map 20.3, Appendix 2.)

4.152

For the entire District the capacity of the sewerage and wastewater system
is sufficient. Southern Water has not identified any overriding constraints
that may prevent development taking place within the plan area, provided
that investment is made in the technology, and potentially associated land,
to increase the capacity of treatment works.65

4.153

Climate change is likely to lead to an increase in both the likelihood and
the severity of flooding as the amount of extreme climatic events is
projected to increase and river/sea levels are projected to rise. Failure to
maintain or to provide adequate flood defences could lead to extensive
damage to and possible loss of property. The Catchment Flood
Management Plans provide an overview of flood risk in the relevant
catchment area and set out the Environment Agency’s preferred strategy
for sustainable flood risk management over the next 50 -100 years.

4.154

Without continued investment in coastal protection measures, the
coastline will be at increased risk of erosion and/or inundation from the
sea. It will be important for the Council to work in partnership with other
organisations to identify opportunities for and ensure that development
does not prejudice options for managed realignment.

63

LDC IDP, 2020
https://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/ofcom/ward/atlas.html
65
LDC IDP, 2020
64
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4.155

There are 18 primary schools in the Plan Area and 5 secondary schools.
See Table 20.2 in Appendix 2. In the ESCC School Organisation Plan
2019-2023 no actual shortfall in places on primary schools is foreseen,
although the planned new housing will increase pressures. As a result of
rising numbers (due to births of a decade ago and migration) there will be
a need to provide additional secondary school places in some areas of the
county, in Lewes District this is most notable in Newhaven and
Peacehaven.66

4.156

The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a planning-based charge to
help deliver infrastructure to support development in the area. It can be
used to help pay for a wide range of infrastructure required to support new
development. Table 20.1 presents the received CIL funds per annum from
2016 to 2018/2019. In this last year £1,183,301.60 was collected.

4.157

The provision of indoor sports facilities includes leisure centres, swimming
pools, fitness centres. The provision of pools is acceptable according to
the demand, although some facilities are ageing and in need of
refurbishment. The distribution of sports halls is good, and the quality of
the provision is adequate.67

4.158

Trend without Local Plan:
Alignment of the capacity and location of infrastructure with growing
housing numbers and growing economic development is more difficult
without a Local Plan. The ambition to change demand for conventional
energy sources, transport modes or water quantities will be more difficult
without a local plan. The Local Plan will provide the policy framework to
ensure that flood risk is further minimised and that the adverse effects of
climate change are mitigated.

66
67

School Organisation Plan 2019 – 2023, ESCC.
LDC Built Indoor Facilities Strategy, 2020
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Section 5: Key Sustainability Issues
5.1

The PPG68 states that the role of the Scoping is to “set out the context,
objectives and approach of the assessment; and identify relevant
environmental, economic and social issues and objectives”.

5.2

In the former two sections we have described the context of plans and
programmes and the baseline situation of the Plan Area. This context
review (stage A1) and the collection of baseline data (stage A2) have
highlighted a number of sustainability issues for Lewes District.

5.3

Most Sustainability Issues are cross-cutting and not affecting only the
social, environmental or economical domain.

Table 2: Key Sustainable issues and problems
1. Climate change, Carbon emission
It is the Council’s own target to put in line all strategic decisions with a shift to net zero carbon
emissions by 2030. Reducing emissions is an act of mitigating the impacts of future climate
change, some change is going to happen regardless of what we do now due to historic
emissions so we must prepare and adapt our communities.
Flooding and high temperatures pose the greatest risks to people and the natural and built
environment.
2. Flooding
Sea level rise could make some coastal flood defence highly vulnerable to failure in storm
conditions, which may put at risk the coastal frontage from Saltdean to Peacehaven .
The likelihood of flooding is anticipated to increase due to climate change.
Not only is there the risk of tidal flooding from the rivers or the sea, but also flooding from
groundwater, and flooding from river and surface water due to high rainfall.
3. Coastal erosion
Along the coast there are areas that are at a significant risk from coastal erosion.
4. Water availability
The South East already faces increasing demand on water supply and is classified as area
with serious water stress. Climate projections forecast that droughts are likely to be more
common.

68

PPG: Strategic environmental assessment and sustainability appraisal.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
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5. Waste
There is a need to further promote prudent use of resources, including water, energy and
waste materials by reducing consumption, increasing the amount of recycling of waste and,
where possible, the re-use of waste materials in new developments and in renovation.
6. Air Quality
Development should, wherever possible, help to improve local environmental conditions such
as air and water quality. Air Quality is vital for human health. In Newhaven the air quality is
such that an AQMA has been designated.
The WHO will sharpen the guideline on maximum PM2.5 concentration levels.
Development should, wherever possible, help to improve local environmental conditions such
as air and water quality.
7. Ashdown Forest
The Ashdown Forest (SAC and SPA) is located outside the Plan Area. The potential significant
negative impact of planned development on the Ashdown Forest must be mitigated.
8. Water quality
There is a need to improve the water quality of the rivers in the Plan Area, which is currently far
below the national average. Development should, wherever possible, help to improve local
environmental conditions such as air and water quality.
9. Soil quality
Soil quality is important for the natural environment, the capacity to store water, carbon and on
the quality of groundwater. Policies and plans should recognise and value the benefits of the
best and most versatile agricultural land.
10. Brownfields
Development on previously developed land offers the potential for lasting improvements to soil
and water quality, and avoids the unnecessary loss of greenfield land, which is often locally
sensitive to change.
11. Biodiversity
Growing population, housing and economic development and climate change are threatening
Biodiversity. Given the seriousness of the issue of the continuing decline in Biodiversity, the
current approach to biodiversity needs to change. It is no longer enough to identify protected
species and aim to conserve and enhance designated sites. Biodiversity should therefore have
greater priority in development as a general principle.
If significant harm to biodiversity resulting from a development cannot be avoided (through
locating on an alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or, as a last
resort, compensated for, then planning permission should be refused. Beyond this the National
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Planning Policy Framework requires minimising impacts on and providing net gains for
biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to
current and future pressures
Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local
environment. Policies and plans should recognise and value the benefits of trees and
woodland. Plans should also aim to protect and enhance the wider ecological networks and
wildlife rich habitats as well as designated sites.
12. Green infrastructure
The Network of Green Infrastructure, with its parks, coastal areas and waterbodies is of great
importance to biodiversity, mitigation and adaptation to climate change and human health. Of
particular concern are the areas of Ancient Woodland which the Northern part of the Plan Area
is home to.
Future growth and development could have a negative impact on this Network.
13. Landscape
There is a need to protect and enhance the most important landscapes. LDC are required to
have regard to the purposes of the South Downs National Park. The purposes are ‘to conserve
and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the area’ and ‘to promote
opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the national park
by the public.’
14. Open spaces
Open spaces contribute to quality of life, health and the local economy. There exists great
pressure to build on open spaces in or close to the border of the built up areas. The provision
for children and young people is significantly below the standards for quantity and quality.
15. Historic environment
It is important to ensure that the historic environment with designated and non-designated
assets and features, and the archaeological heritage assets are conserved and enhanced.
16. Housing
There is a requirement to ensure new housing to meet local needs. The number of households
on the waiting list and the number of homeless household is increasing. House prices are
rising compared to earnings; less people are able to access a mortgage to buy their home.
The population in the plan area is growing older, housing supply should respond to a changing
demand. There is a need to provide housing suitable for smaller households and an ageing
population.
17. Affordable housing
There is specifically a need to supply additional housing in the affordable housing sector.
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18. Viability
The viability of development puts a strain on the possibilities to realise more affordable housing
and more sustainability.
19. Deprivation
There are clear disparities between the most deprived and more prosperous parts of the Plan
Area. In areas where deprivation is high, income, employment, health, education, housing,
crime and living environment are low. Accessibility to, as well as retaining and improving,
important services and facilities is particularly important in the more deprived areas.
20. Infrastructure and access to services
Adequate provision of all infrastructure facilities (from schools and medical facilities, to roads,
energy and water, to recreational and sports facilities) is important to the well-being of the
population. This requires adequate planning and coordination with the relevant authorities.
To secure the necessary funding for infrastructure to enable its delivery in a timely manner
LDC will work with infrastructure providers including the County Council, and other authorities
on strategic infrastructure. Development contributions cannot solely fund all infrastructure
requirements.
21. People with disabilities
People with disabilities require extra attention in planning for housing and services.
Additionally, the ageing population of the Plan Area, which is already high, is likely to increase
further, resulting in an additional strain on health and social care, particularly residential
nursing care and intensive home care.
22. Health
The number of people who have an inactive lifestyle is increasing. As people living in more
deprived areas face worse health inequalities, health and deprivation are related issues.
23. Safety
Crime and fear of crime could reduce the quality of life for both existing and potential new
residents. Safety also depends on the road safety.
24. Building a strong economy
A key policy direction of the NPPF is to deliver sustainable development by building a strong
and competitive economy. The LDC supports the implementation of a community wealth
building agenda, where the economy is intrinsically married to social goals with or without
growth.
25. Unemployment
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Besides the effects of unemployment on deprivation and people’s well-being, accessibility to
jobs will be crucial in reducing the high Job Seekers Allowance rate in certain parts of the Plan
Area.
26. Education and skills
Poor education levels can limit social mobility and limit job proposals for residents in the Plan
Area. In the most deprived areas qualification levels are lower. Good education levels and
skills are important for economic growth.
27. Travel and transport
Increasing housing and economic development will put a strain on the existing road and public
transport network. The challenge is to secure acceptable travel and transport solutions while
any negative effects of increased transport for climate, human health, and economy
(congestion) are being tackled.
In the Plan Area transport is the major contributor to carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions, a source
of air pollution and traffic congestion during peak hours is a problem to the economy.
The Local Plan will need not only to promote and encourage but it will need to enable more
sustainable transport patterns including walking, cycling and public transport. It will need to
reduce the need to travel, particularly by car through the location and design of new
development and places which also provide more opportunities for active travel and for the
provision and link to public transport. Increased active travel and public transport will support
the Government’s focus on decarbonising transport as well as contributing towards our target
of achieving net zero carbon emissions by 2050.
28. Tourism
The South Downs National Park, the beaches, the cliffs, and the Weald contribute all to the
attractiveness of the Plan Area as a place to visit. Appreciation to this assets will also
contribute to willingness to protect and avoid harm. A key issue will be ensuring that the
economic benefits to be gained from this are realised.
29. Impact of coronavirus pandemic
Although the impact of the coronavirus pandemic is not clear yet, it is likely that there will be
long term effects, affecting planning policies in the period of the Local Plan. The high-street,
the hospitality and cultural sector and consequently town centres will struggle to bounce back,
unemployment and deprivation may increase. It is also to expect that an increased number of
people will work from home more often, which influences demands for housing, as well as
demand for office space, and which also may influence traffic and air quality.
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Section 6: Sustainability Assessment Framework
Introduction
6.1

This section sets out the Sustainability Framework which will be used to
assess the Local Plan in the future. The Framework consists of:
-

The Sustainability Objectives. The Sustainability Objectives will have
a number and key-term which will be used in the tables of the
Sustainability Appraisal.

-

The questions to consider. These questions are helpful during the
assessment and will provide more direction and focus to the specific
issues to assess each sustainability issue.

-

The indicators. The indicators are related to the monitoring data. We
will use indicators which are relevant to the objectives and workable
during the assessment of the plan and its effects.

6.2

The Sustainability Objectives were developed using: the review of PPPSIs
(Stage A1), the baseline data collection (Stage A2) and the identification of
sustainability issues (Stage A3).

6.3

In Section 5 we presented the Sustainability Issues. There are 29
Sustainability Issues; to turn each of those into a Sustainability Objective
would result in a too extensive framework and consequently it will be
difficult to see the wood for the trees during the actual assessment in future.
It is more practical and it will give an easier overview when the framework
consists of no more than 12 objectives.
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-

Climate change and waste are taken together, because the objective of
waste is closely related to reduction of carbon emission. This can be
summarised as ‘Mitigation’.

-

Flooding and Coastal Erosion are taken together and Water Scarcity.
Heat Stress is included to complete the main ‘Adaptation’ issues.

-

Air quality and water quality is taken together and will include noise and
soil quality as well. All will be renamed: Quality environment.

-

Biodiversity and Ashdown Forest are taken together.

-

Green Infrastructure is taken together with Open Spaces. In the
assessment the emphasis will be on the use value of the GI for climate,
biodiversity, social and economic value.

-

Historic Environment and Landscape are taken together and aim to
assess the historical and intrinsic value of landscape and townscape.
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-

Housing, Affordable Housing, Brownfields and Viability are taken
together.

-

People with disabilities, Health, Community and safety, and Deprivation
are taken together and renamed Resilient Communities.

-

Building a strong economy is combined with, Education and
unemployment.

-

The impact of coronavirus will influence many of the Sustainability
Objectives: but it is not a separate Sustainability Objective.

6.4

It is inevitable that overlap exists between the different Sustainability
Objectives. The questions to consider will explain the focus of each
Sustainability Objective more precisely.

6.5

The resulting Sustainability Objectives are:

Objective
number

KEY TERM

1.

ENERGY AND WASTE

Sustainability Issues (Section 5)

Sustainability Objective
Climate Change
Carbon emission
Waste

2.

FLOODING, EROSION,
DROUGHT

Flooding
Coastal Erosion
Heat stress
Water Availability

3.

QUALITY ENVIRONMENT

Water quality
Soil quality
Air quality

4.

BIODIVERSITY

Biodiversity
Ashdown Forest

5.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Green and Blue Infrastructure,
Open Spaces
Sports and Recreation

6.
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LANDSCAPE AND HISTORIC
ENVIRONMENT

Landscape
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Historic Environment
7.

HOUSING

Housing
Affordable housing
Brownfield
Viability

8.

RESILIENT COMMUNITIES

People with disabilities
Deprivation
Health
Community and Safety

9.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Infrastructure and Access to Services

10.

ECONOMY

Economic development
Community wealth
Unemployment
Deprivation

11.

TOURISM

Tourism

12.

TRAVEL AND TRANSPORT

Travel and Transport

The Sustainability Assessment Framework
6.6

The Sustainability Assessment Framework provides a set of questions for
each of the SA Objectives to assist in the appraisal of policies, options and
reasonable alternatives moving forward in the SA process, as well as in the
appraisal of the Local Plan as a whole. It should be noted that the
criteria/questions are not meant as an exhaustive list.

6.7

To monitor the effects of the implementation of the Local Plan indicators
are listed for each SA Objective. The inclusion of an indicator depends on
applicability, and its significance in demonstrating effects for the specific
objective. Information on the quality of the indicators is presented in
Appendix 4.

6.8

The impact of the Local Plan on the Sustainability Objectives varies. For
some SA Objectives, the Local Plan will be the most important instrument
to achieve the targets, for instance, for Housing or Biodiversity. For other
SA Objectives, the Local Plan’s contribution is limited, such as Resiliency
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of Communities or Economy. The footnotes at the indicators listed in the
SA Framework show where the information can be found currently. A new
monitoring framework will be included in the new local plan, which will be
monitoring via the Authority Monitoring Report.
Most indicators will monitor the Local Plan’s achievements; other indicators
will monitor the context in which the Local Plan operates.
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Table 3: The Sustainability Assessment Framework
Sustainability Objective

Questions to consider

1. ENERGY AND WASTE

Will the approach reduce
greenhouse gas emissions?

To address the causes of
Climate Change by
promoting and supporting
the zero carbon objective.

Does the approach support
reduction in energy
consumption?
Will the approach increase the
amount of carbon captured by
plants and trees?
Will the approach increase the
proportion of energy from
renewable sources?
Will the approach increase
recycling rates? Will appropriate
recycling and storage facilities be
provided?
Will the approach affect amounts
of construction and demolition
waste?

2. FLOODING, EROSION,
DROUGHT
To reduce the risk to
people, properties, and
the environment of
flooding from all sources,
and of coastal erosion.

Indicators
-

Mean average gas and
electricity consumption per
user69
Number of approved
planning applications for
standalone renewable energy
and the (increase of) total
installed capacity.

-

-

Carbon dioxide emissions per
sector70

-

Domestic waste produced per
head of population71

-

Percentage of waste that is
recycled or reused72

- Amount of total waste going
to landfill/incineration73
- Amount of construction
waste74

Will the approach impact on
flooding – tidal, coastal, fluvial,
groundwater, and surface water?

-

Number of new
developments with
sustainable drainage systems

Does the approach reduce the
risk of flooding?

-

Number of planning
applications granted contrary
to the advice on the
Environment Agency flood
defence grounds (fluvial)75

-

Number of new
developments aiming for a
water use of 100 litres per

Does the approach reduce the
risk of erosion? Does the
approach put people or property
at risk of erosion?
Does the approach impact on
heat stress in warm summers?

69

ESiF, based on information from BEIS
East Sussex in Figures, Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy
71
ESiF based on data of ESCC Waste Team
72
ESiF based on data of ESCC Waste Team
73
ESiF based on data of ESCC Waste Team
74 The ESCC SPD on construction and demolition waste states that it is intended that an annual review of waste data and
trends in waste management will be published..
75
Authority Monitoring Report
70
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Sustainability Objective

Questions to consider

To reduce heat stress,
drought and water
scarcity in dry seasons.

Does the approach impact on the
quantity of available drinking
water?

3. QUALITY
ENVIRONMENT
To improve the quality of
the environment by
reducing air, water, soil
and pollution.

Does the approach decrease air
pollution?
Does the approach decrease the
need to travel into AQMA’s in the
(entire) District?
Does the approach reduce
surface or ground water
pollution? (Does the approach
affect a Source Protection Zone?)
Does the approach improve
chemical and biological water
quality of our waterways?

Indicators
person per day.76 (This is
lower than the required 110
l/p/d)

-

Annual mean for NO2
concentrations and for
PM2.577

-

Progress against Air Quality
Action Plan for the area78

-

Waterways of good chemical
and biological water quality79

-

Compliance with Bathing
Waters Regulations 201380

-

Area of contaminated land
remediated.

-

Condition of SSSI units81

-

Planning applications
affecting designated sites82
and ancient woodland and
waterways.

-

Planning applications
affecting green corridors (see
indicator in GI).

-

Compliance with the DEFRAmetric for net gains on
biodiversity. 83

Does the approach reduce soil
pollution or improve the
conditions of the soil and the
ability to capture carbon?

4. BIODIVERSITY
To protect and enhance
biodiversity and the
networks of biodiversity,
and achieve net gains for
biodiversity.

Does the approach protect the
areas of SSSI and ancient
woodland?
Does the approach protect and
enhance natural and semi-natural
terrestrial, coastal, river, and
marine habitats and species?
Does the approach optimise
opportunities to create a Nature
Recovery Network?

76

Equivalent to the proposed optional requirement of the Housing Standards Review, corresponds with Code Level 4.
LAQM Annual Status Report
78
LAQM Annual Status Report
79
ESiF, based on information of the Environment Agency
80
Bathing Water Quality, EA, https://environment.data.gov.uk/bwq/profiles/
81
Authority Monitoring Report, data from Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre
82
Authority Monitoring Report, data from Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre
83
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6020204538888192
77
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Sustainability Objective

Questions to consider

Indicators

Does the approach contribute to
the achievement of net gains for
biodiversity?
Does the approach protect
nationally important wildlife?
Does the approach impact on the
Ashdown Forest?

5. GI
To protect and enhance
green infrastructure, and
improve outdoor
recreation and the access
to nature.

Does the approach avoid
negative impact on Green and
Blue Infrastructure?
Will the approach avoid impact
on parks and gardens, children’s
play areas, sport pitches or
amenity areas?
Does the approach optimise
opportunities to create a network
of linked green and blue spaces /
a Nature Recovery Network?

-

Provision and accessibility of
green space, river ways and
open spaces.84

-

Planning applications
affecting the Nature Recovery
Network.85

-

Number of planning
applications negatively
impacting on provision and
accessibility of parks &
gardens, children’s play areas
and sport pitches.

Does the approach optimise
access to the Plan Area’s green
and blue infrastructure and to
the countryside?

-

Net change of Rights of Way

- Percentage of development
using CIL (and S106)
contribution to green and
blue infrastructure.86

6. LANDSCAPE AND
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
To protect, and enhance
the intrinsic character and
visual amenity of
landscapes / townscapes
and to protect and
enhance archaeological,

84

Will the approach minimise
negative impact on valued
landscape?
Will the approach protect the
intrinsic character and visual
amenity of landscapes /
townscapes? This includes
characteristics such as

Number of listed buildings87
and no of listed buildings on
the at risk register88

-

- Number of Conservation
Areas and Archaeological
sites
-

the number of planning
applications refused due to

LDC Open Space Assessment.

85

Indicator to be developed further. Not only existing GI areas should be included but also potential important
ecological corridors.
86

LDC annual Infrastructure Funding Statement

87

Authority Monitoring Report, data from REF.
Heritage at Risk, south East Register 2018 https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/har-2018registers/se-har-register2018/
88
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Sustainability Objective

Questions to consider

historical and cultural
heritage and their
settings.

tranquillity, dark night skies and
ecosystem services.
Will the approach protect
character, Special Qualities and
views from the National Park?

Indicators
impact on Landscape or
Historic Environment
-

Number of dwellings on
brownfield.

Does the approach help meet
affordable housing needs?

-

Number of households
considered homeless89

To provide affordable,
environmentally sound
and good quality housing
of types and sizes that
meets the needs of the
community.

Does the approach meet the
needs of all members of the
community (ageing population,
new families)?

-

Households on housing
needs register90

-

House prices to earnings
ratio91

-

To improve efficiency in
land use through the reuse of previously
developed land.

Net housing completions per
annum92 and compared to
targets.

Will the condition and diversity of
stock be improved?

-

Net affordable housing
completions per annum93

Does the approach lead to more
sustainably constructed homes?

-

Percentage of compliance to
sustainability checklist.94

Does the approach lead to
houses of good design?

-

Square metres of
development on brownfield
land95 / Percentage of new
homes built on previously
developed land

Will the approach minimise
negative impact greenfield land?
Does the approach avoid a
negative impact on listed
buildings and conservation areas?
Sites of archaeological interest?

7. HOUSING

Does the approach encourage a
mix of types and tenures to be
achieved?

Does the approach encourage the
development of brownfield land?

89

Government Statistics on Rough Sleeping in England and East Sussex in Figures Homeless Households accepted and
homeless households placed in temporary accommodation
90
East Sussex in Figures / Households on the local authority housing waiting list
91
Authority Monitoring Report, Median House Prices compared to Median Earnings
92
Authority Monitoring Report, LDC own data
93
Authority Monitoring Report and East Sussex in Figures Social Housing Stock, LDC own data.
94
Intended to be monitored within the Monitoring Report of the LDC Sustainability Strategy, LDC own data.
95
Authority Monitoring Report, LDC own data.
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Sustainability Objective

Questions to consider

8. RESILIENT
COMMUNITIES

Will a sense of cultural identity,
belonging and well-being be
achieved?

To improve community
health, safety and
wellbeing and promote
inclusive and vibrant
communities.
To reduce poverty and
social exclusion and close
the gap between the most
deprived areas and the
rest of the district.

Does the approach support a
healthy lifestyle and outdoor
playing space? Does the
approach encourage active
transport modes?
Does the approach consider the
needs of people with disabilities,
and/or the needs of the ageing
population and/or the needs of
the deprived population?

Indicators
-

Overweight or obesity by
adults and children96

-

Provision of outdoor playing
space at acceptable distance

-

Provision of walking and
cycling routes to open spaces
and nature.

-

Participation in voluntary and
community facilities97.

-

Number and location of
Super Output Areas in the
District considered to be in
the most deprived 30% in the
country98

-

Access to a GP within 15
minutes walking distance and
access to a hospital within 30
minutes using public
transport/walking.99

-

Access to secondary school,
with public transport and
walking and within 15
minutes100

-

Investment funding in
Transport, Broadband, Gas
Electricity, ICT/Broadband,
CHP projects101

-

Capacity and supply of
physical infrastructure –
energy, water sewerage,
waste, transport102

Does this approach benefit the
most deprived areas of the
district?

9. INFRASTRUCTURE
To ensure the appropriate
provision of infrastructure
to meet needs arising
from new and existing
development.

Is new development located in
proximity to a range of services
and facilities?
-

School
GP surgery
Shops
Employment locations
Public transport

Is the capacity of existing
infrastructure sufficient? With
special attention to services for
the older people.
Does the approach provide for
sufficient infrastructure to
sustain accessible services?
Is the infrastructure easily
accessible?

96
97

East Sussex in Figures and Joint Strategic Needs & Asset Assessment
East Sussex in Figures / Ipsos MORI from ESCC

98

ESiF

99

Joint Strategic Needs & Assets Assessment http://www.eastsussexjsna.org.uk/search.aspx?searchtext=LA+2.14
Department for Transport, Journey time statistics: Access to services 2016,

100
101
102

Infrastructure Delivery Plan, LDC.
Infrastructure Delivery Plan, LDC.
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Sustainability Objective

Questions to consider
Does the approach improve
access to a range of facilities?

Indicators
-

Section 106 Funding/CIL
Funding103

-

Additional amount of
floorspace developed for
employment land104

-

Business stock - Percentage
change in total number of
VAT registered businesses in
the area

-

Unemployment Rate105
(Economic activity / inactivity,
number of residents claiming
Jobs Seekers Allowance,
Employment Support and
Disability Living Allowance.)

-

Numbers of Adult Learners106

-

Number of sites with Local
Labour Agreements
(Newhaven).107

-

Change in rank of deprived
areas (Index of Multiple
Deprivation)108

Will there be sufficient capacity
of the highway and public
transport network?
Will there be sufficient capacity
of utilities networks?
Will the approach enable the
funding and timely delivery of
infrastructure to support
development?

10. ECONOMY
To promote and sustain
economic development in
resource-efficient areas,
to increase the local
employment rate and
community wealth.
To narrow the gap
between the most
deprived and the more
affluent areas in the Plan
Area.

Does the approach improve
access to a range of facilities and
employment opportunities?
Does the approach increase
possibilities for resource efficient
businesses?
Will the approach reduce retail
vacancy rates?
Will the amount of local
employment land increase?
Will this approach create jobs for
people from most deprived
areas?

103

LDC annual Infrastructure Funding Statement.

104

Authority Monitoring Report

105

ESiF

106

ESiF, Further education of age group; 19 and over.

107

Regeneration team will prepare a yearly summary report.

108

Government Indices of Deprivation
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Sustainability Objective

Questions to consider

11. TOURISM

Will the approach increase the
number of jobs in the tourism
sector?
Will more people visit the district
as a result of this approach?

To encourage the growth
of a buoyant and
sustainable tourism
sector.

12. TRAVEL AND
TRANSPORT
To increase travel choice
and accessibility to all
services and facilities.
To reduce the need to
travel particularly by the
private car and enabling
more sustainable travel,
including walking, cycling
and public transport.

Will the approach lead to more
sustainable travel including
walking, cycling and public
transport?
Will the approach enable a shift
away from the private car
towards public transport and
cycling and walking?

Indicators

-

Number of jobs in the
tourism sector
Annual/Seasonal visitor
numbers and their
contribution to the district’s
economy.

-

-

Car ownership109

-

Number of ULEVs110

-

Use of Walking and cycling
as mode of travel111

-

Access to services without a
car112

-

Will the approach encourage the
use of Ultra Low Emission
Vehicles (ULEVs)?

Modes of transport to travel
to work113

-

Will the approach ensure
sufficient capacity of the highway
and public transport network?

Number of new footpaths
/cycle routes and public
transport infrastructure114

-

Number of large
development completions
estimated to be within 30
minutes of public transport
and walking and cycling
journey time of services.

Will the approach minimise the
need to travel particularly by
private car by efficient land use
patterns?
Will the approach minimise the
need to travel by car through the
location and design of new
development and places which
provide opportunities for active
travel and with link to public
transport infrastructure?

109

Office of National Statistics, census 2011, published in ESiF
Department for Transport (DfT), published in ESiF
111
East Sussex in Figures, Active People Survey, Sport England
112
Authority Monitoring Report / Sustainable Travel
113
Authority Monitoring Report / Sustainable Travel
114
Authority Monitoring Report / Sustainable Travel
110
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Compatibility of the sustainable objectives

6.9

The compatibility of the sustainable objectives is tested in Table 4 to
identify their internal consistency or tensions between objectives that
cannot be resolved. It is possible that by achieving a certain
sustainability objective another objective might suffer more
obstructions. For instance: housing development will decrease the
space for development of some employment sites or for protection of
biodiversity or open space. Part of the red (incompatible) outcome in
the table is due to this.

6.10

Another source of incompatibility is caused by the effects of certain
development. For instance: development of housing or employment will
automatically lead to more traffic, more waste, and more pressure on
infrastructure.

6.11

The matrix in Table 4 shows that some of the Sustainability Objectives
are not compatible. Development of housing or employment land does
not concur easily with many of the environmental Sustainability
Objectives.

6.12

To achieve sustainable development a balance must be reached
between sometimes incompatible objectives by defining how the
negative effects of a policy can be avoided or mitigated.
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Table 4: Compatibility of the Sustainability Objectives
1 Energy and Waste
2 Flood Risk, Erosion, Drought
3 Quality environment
4 Biodiversity
5 GI
6 Landscape & Historic Env
7 Housing
8 Resilient Communities
9 Infrastructure
10 Economy
11 Tourism
12 Travel and Transport
12 Travel and Transport

11 Tourism

10 Economy

9 Infrastructure

8 Resilient communities

7 Housing

6 Landscape and Historic Env

5 GI

4 Biodiversity

3 Quality environment

2 Flood Risk

1 Energy and Waste

Compatible
Incompatible
Neutral / depends on implementation

Methodology for assessment
6.13 The SA framework provides a way in which sustainability effects can be
described, analysed, and compared. The SA will identify the likely
sustainability effects of the plan and consider reasonable alternatives that
consider the objectives and scope of the plan (as required by the SEA
Directive). Reasonable alternatives will include options discussed in
consultations - such as at the issues and options stage - together with others
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put forward through the consultation process. A reasonable alternative will
include the ‘no plan’ or ‘business as usual’ option. In most cases this is likely
to be continuing with the current local plan policy.
6.14 In Table 5 the symbols and definitions which will be used to assess and
highlight impacts when the options and objectives are tested.

Table 5: Predicted magnitude of effects
GRADE

Appraisal symbol

Strong positive effect

++

Positive effect

+

Neutral / no effect / no relationship

0

Negative effect

-

Strong negative effect

--

Uncertain effect or lack of information

?

Impact depends on implementation

i

6.15 The matrix with the assessment of the magnitude of effects will be
accompanied by a commentary where the reasons for the assessment are
explained, concluding with the selection of the preferred option.
6.16 The preferred policy options are assessed in terms of short, medium, and
long-term effects (5, 10 and 15 years). This part of the assessment of the
effects will also include considering whether effects are permanent
(irreversible) or temporary. In Table 6 all characteristics of likely significant
effects are set out.
6.17 The SEA Directive also requires an assessment of secondary, cumulative and
synergistic effects. Collectively these effects are called cumulative impacts.
Cumulative impacts may arise, for example, where several developments
each have insignificant effects but together have a significant effect or where
several individual effects have a combined effect. Synergistic effects interact
to produce a total effect greater than the sum of the individual effects.
Significant synergistic effects often occur as habitats, resources or human
communities get close to capacity. For example, a wildlife habitat can become
progressively fragmented with limited effects on a particular species until the
last fragmentation makes the area too small to support the species at all. A
template for the assessment of policy options is included in Appendix 5
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Table 6: Schedule of characteristics of likely significance
a

The probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects

b

The cumulative nature of the effects

c

The transboundary nature of the effects

d

The risk to human health or the environment (for example due to
accidents)

e

The magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and
size of the population likely to be affected)

f

The value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to:

g

-

Special natural characteristics or cultural heritage

-

Exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values

-

Intensive land-use

The effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national,
community or international protection status.

Cross boundary implications
6.18
At this stage a number of issues with possible cumulative and / or
transboundary effects can be identified.
-

July 2021

Effect of increased traffic on Ashdown Forest habitats
Effect of increased traffic on regional transport system
Effect of increased recreational pressure on habitats, specifically of
the Ashdown Forest
Possible effect of increased recreational pressure on neighbouring
facilities
Effect of cumulative development on Air Quality and human health
Effect of development on water quality and quantity.
Effect of development and implementation of Biodiversity Net Gain on
connectivity of a regional ecological network
Effects of economic and touristic development on opportunities in the
region.
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Section 7: Consultation (Stage 5) and next steps
Consultation
7.1

Stage A5 requires the Local Authority to consult on the scope of the SA with
the relevant statutory bodies which are defined in Regulation 4 of the
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 as
being Historic England, Natural England and Environment Agency. We
included in this first consultation the South Downs National Park Authority,
Wealden District Council, East Sussex County Council, Mid Sussex District
Council and Brighton and Hove City Council.

7.2

The consultation took place between 25 January 2021 and 1 March 2021. The
Statement of Consultation is taken up in Appendix 6. Alongside the ‘Issues
and Options’ consultation we publish this (amended version of the) Scoping
Report.

Next steps
7.3

The sustainability assessment is carried out alongside the preparation of the
Local Plan. The selection of policy options will be based on the assessment
of the most sustainable alternatives. In the SA-reports we will document how
the SA process and the LP process are interlinked. The timetable for the
production of the Local Plan as set out in the Local Development Scheme is
as follows:

Community and stakeholder engagement on

Spring 2021

‘Issues and Options’ (Regulation 18)
Consultation on the ‘Preferred Options’

Autumn 2021

document (Regulation 18)
Publication of the Proposed Submission

Autumn 2022

Document (Regulation 19)
Public representations period on the

Autumn/Winter 2022

Proposed Submission document (Regulation
20)
Submission to the Secretary of State

By or before Winter 2023

(Regulation 22)
Independent Examination (Regulation 24)
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By or before Winter 2023

Publication of the Inspectors Report
(Regulation 25)
Adoption of document and revisions to
Proposals Map (Regulation 26)

7.4

All statutory steps in the planning process will be accompanied by a
sustainability assessment. Each SA report will contain an update of the
PPPSI, however, the baseline and the SA Framework will remain the same
during the entire SA process. The baseline and SA Framework of the final
version of the Scoping Report form the definitive scope of the SA during the
planning process and during the implementation of the plan.
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Appendix 1 – Plans, Policies, Programmes, Strategies and
Initiatives (PPPSIs)
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GENERAL
Title

Date

Purpose of the plan or
programme

Implications and considerations
for the Local Plan part 1

The UN
Sustainable
Development
Goals.

2015

The SDGs replaced the Millennium
Goals and cover social and
economic development issues
including poverty, hunger, health,
education, global warming, gender
equality, water, sanitation, energy,
urbanization, environment and
social justice.

In each country, governments must
translate the goals into national
legislation, develop a plan of action,
establish budgets and at the same
time be open to and actively search
for partners. Poor countries need
the support of rich countries and
coordination at the international
level is crucial.

2019

Sets out the governments planning
policies and how they are expected
to be applied.

The Local Plan should contribute to
the objective of achieving
sustainable development and must
reflect national policies on

The 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable
Development and
the SDGs.
National Planning
Policy Framework

At the heart of the NPPF is a
presumption in favour of
sustainable development

Housing and other uses; meeting
objectively assessed needs

National Planning
Practice Guidance

2018

The National Planning Practice
Guidance (NPPG) is a web-based
resource which brings together
planning guidance on various topics.

The Local Plan should be prepared
in accordance with Planning
Practice Guidance.

Localism Act 2011

2011

Allows the creation of
Neighbourhood Plans.

Plan Policies take into account
neighbourhood plans, and the duty
to cooperate

1. Community rights.
2. Neighbourhood planning.
3. Housing.
4. General power of competence.
5. Empowering cities and other local
areas.
Introduced the Duty to Cooperate
and the abolition of regional
planning.
Planning Policy for
Traveller Sites,
DCLG

2015

GENERAL

Aims to ensure fair and equal
treatment for travellers while
respecting the interests of the wider
settled community. In this policy an
amended definition of gypsy and
travellers is adopted. People who
have ceased their nomadic habit are
not included any more.

The plan needs to create policy
which recognises the needs of
travelling communities without
negatively impacting the existing
settled communities.
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The Town and
Country Planning
(Local Planning)
(England)
Regulations

2012

The Regulations make provision for
the operation of the planning
system.

The Town and
Country Planning
(Brownfield Land
Register)
Regulations

2017

State the duty to provide an up –todate register and sets out the
criteria for sites to be included in
the Register.

The
Environmental
Assessment of
Plans and
Programmes
Regulation 2004

2004

These regulations implement
Directive 2001/42/EC, known as the
SEA Directive.

This legislation sets out the
requirement for Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA).

Planning and
Compulsory
Purchase Act

2004

The Local Development Documents
must be in general conformity with
this Act.

This Act sets out the requirement
for a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of
the proposals.

Coastal West
Sussex and
Greater Brighton
Strategic
Statement 20132031

2016

The Board is an advisory body who’s
remit is to identify and manage
spatial planning issues that impact
on more than one local planning
area.

The local planning authorities will
work with their partners to support
sustainable growth, to narrow the
gap between the planned housing
provision to the assessed need, to
enable improvement to the capacity
of infrastructure, all within the
environmental limits.

East Sussex
Cultural Strategy
ESCC

2013

A ten year partnership framework
to better support and grow the
cultural sector.

Understanding and valueing the
cultural assets should be reflected
in the Local Plan. Planning policy
can shore up and enable growth of
creative business.

East Sussex
Strategic
Partnership et al.
Pride of Place
Working Towards
a Better Future for
Local People and
Local
Communities.

2008

The priority of the strategy is to
protect and enhance our natural
and built environment for current
and future generations and enable
individuals and organisations to
tackle and adapt to climate change.

The Plan should give consideration
to the priorities identified in Pride
of Place and climate change issues
should be considered when
developing policies.

Focus on; economy, housing
market, transport system, digital
communication, and high quality
natural environment.
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It seeks to: Reuse, reduce and
recycle more household, business
and industrial waste; Reduce traffic,
increase alternative sustainable
travel choices and improve air
quality; Prepare for the effects of
climate change; manage the risks
and make the most of the
opportunities; Encourage individuals
and organisations to minimise their

GENERAL

4
water consumption, CO2 emissions
and over- 51 all environmental
impact; And ensure climate change
is a strategic consideration of Local
Development Frameworks and
other planning policies.
2020

Leading the initiative is Team East
Sussex, the local federated board
for the South East Local Enterprise
Partnership. It produced a strategic
action plan for the next 12 – 18
months.

Lewes District
Council
Sustainability
Policy (draft)

2018

Lewes District Council acknowledges
the community leadership and
enabling role the council plays in the
long-term sustainability and
resilience of our communities. This
is particularly important as we
continue to provide new homes,
redevelopment and regeneration
into a future that will be subject to a
changing climate.

The basic principles of sustainable
development need to be applied in
the new Local Plan.

Equality and
Fairness Policy

2018

Equality and fairness is integral to
everything the Council does.
Unlawful discrimination must be
eliminated; equality of opportunity
between people must be reached,
as well as good relations between
people who share a protected
characteristic and people who do
not share it.

In the planning of new
developments, the accessibility for
people with protected
characteristics must be considered.
In design of policies and
developments it should be
considered how to promote good
relations between people who
share a protected characteristic and
people who do not share it.

Lewes District
Local Plan Part 2

2020

Sets out policies and proposals for
the development and use of land.

The plan should ensure new policies
and objectives do not conflict with
this plan.

East Sussex Reset
Six Missions:
recovery as
opportunity
Team East Sussex

Provide a detailed framework for
the control of development within
the District.
Provide a basis for co-ordinating
public and private development and
for investment decisions.
Lewes District
Local Plan, Part 1.
Joint Core Strategy
2010-2030

2016

This plan was prepared by Lewes
District Council and the South
Downs National Park.
Sets out the key direction and
planning framework.

GENERAL
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Lewes District
Corporate Plan
2020-2024

2019

First Co-operative Alliance plan. Aim
is to have the greenest Local Plan,
support the provision of social,
affordable housing

Local
Development
Scheme- LDC

2020

Three-year project plan outlining
the documents to be produced
together with a timetable for their
preparation with key date
milestones.

Neighbourhood
Plans

Various

Ditchling, Streat & Westmeston NP
(2018)
Hamsey NP (2016)
Newick NP (2015)
Plumpton NP (2018)
Ringmer NP (2016)
Wivelsfield NP (2016)
Seaford NP (2020)

Ensure the plan policies do support
the 4 themes set in the LDC CP

The Neighbourhood Plans include
polices on Housing (but not all
plans allocate sites), Design, Natural
Environment, Landscape, Heritage,
Community Infrastructure,
Transport, the Economy and
Sustainability. The Policies in a
‘made’ Neighbourhood Plan are
used to determine planning
applications in the Neighbourhood
Area to which it relates.

Newhaven NP (2019)
Chailey NP (2021)
Wealden Local
Plan (Wealden
District Council)

Upcoming

Draft Submission document 2018.

The Draft Wealden Local Plan
should be used to inform the Local
Plan in producing sustainable aims
and policies.

South Downs Local
Plan (2014-2033)

2019

The statutory development plan for
the whole National Park, along with
the minerals and waste plans and
‘made’ (adopted) Neighbourhood
Development Plans.

The SD Local Plan should be used to
inform the Local Plan in producing
sustainable aims and policies.

Purposes of the Park:
-

To conserve and enhance the
natural beauty, wildlife and the
cultural heritage of the area.

-

To promote opportunities for
the understanding and
enjoyment of the special
qualities of the NP by the
public.

Mid Sussex
District Plan 20142031

2018

Includes the strategy, proposed
level of development and a number
of planning policies.

Wealden District
Council – Core
strategy local plan

2013

Long-term spatial vision and
strategic objectives for the Wealden
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The National Park is important as
green infrastructure.
The Local Plan should have regard
to the purposes of the National
Park. (Environment Act, 1995)

GENERAL
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District area for the period 2013 to
2027.
Lewes District
Council Statement of
Community
Involvement

2020

Sustainability in
Development TAN

2021

LDC

GENERAL

The SCI sets out how the Council will
consult the community in all stages
of the plan making.

The Local Plan should be consulted
with the community complying or
exceeding the requirements of the
SCI.

This Sustainability TAN seeks to
draw together the different
aspects of development which
can influence how sustainable it
is, in order to make it easier to
consider these factors in both
the design and construction
phases and ensure that low
carbon development outlined in
National Guidelines becomes a
reality.
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CLIMATE, RENEWABLE ENERGY
Title

Date

Purpose of the plan or
programme

Implications and considerations
for the Local Plan part 1

Paris Agreement
(UN Climate
Change
Conference)

2015

Aimed at limiting global warming to
less than two degrees Celsius and
pursue efforts to limit the rise to
1.5 degrees Celsius.

The Local Plan needs to ensure any
policies created do not worsen the
amount of CO2 produced in the
District.

The Climate
Change Act 2008

2008

Framework to achieve a mandatory
80% cut in the UK's carbon
emissions by 2050 (against a 1990
baseline), with an intermediate
target of between 26% and 32% by
2020.

The authority will have a legal duty
to contribute to the preparation and
reporting of proposals and policies
meeting carbon budgets. Policies
created need to aim to utilise
renewable energy resources.

In 2019 an amendment on the
carbon emission was published:
from the 80% to a 100% cut in UK’s
carbon emissions by 2050.
UK Climate
Change
Projections 2009
(UKCP09)

2009

The UKCP provides the most up-todate assessment of how the climate
of the UK may change over the 21st
century.

See below.

2018

A major update of the UKCP09,
based on the latest developments
in cimate science.

The Local Plan has to make use of
UKCP18 to inform adaptation and
mitigation planning.

(DEFRA, DBIS, Met
Office, EA)
UK Climate
Projections 2018
(UKCP18)
(DEFRA, DBIS, Met
Office, EA)

General climate change trends
projected over UK land for 21st
century are broadly consistent with
earlier projections (UKCP09). Sea
level will continue to rise to 2100
under all emission parthways. For
London sea level rise
in the low emission scenario is
likely to be in the range 0.29 m to
0.70 m. For high emission scenario,
the range is very likely to be 0.53 m
to 1.15 m. this is higher than the
UKCP09 projections.

Planning for a
smart energy
future, RTPI
Research Paper

2019
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This research has examined
planning’s potential to support the
delivery of smart, clean energy as a

The report will be helpful to ensure
the policies support smart energy.

CLIMATE, RENEWABLE
ENERGY

8
fundamental component of
placemaking in England.
The Carbon Plan

2011

The CCA set out the emission
reduction targets. The Carbon Plan
sets out the government’s plans for
achieving these targets.

See above

UK Climate
Change Risk
Assessment

2017

In accordance with the requirments
of the Climate Change Act a second
assessment of the risks and
opportunities for the UK of the
current and predicted impact of
climate change.

The NPPF is designed so that local
authorities are able to react to the
latest climate change information
when they updat their plans.

UK Climate
Change Risk
Assessment 2017
Evidence Report

2017

Presents compelling evidence that
climate change may lead to
increases in heavy rainfal and
significantly increased risks from
fluvial and survace flooding my
mid-century. Rising sea levels may
further increase the risk of flooding
and erosion along the coastline.

Planning and
Energy Act

2008

A local planning authority may in
their local development plan
include policies imposing
reasonable requirement for:
- Proportion of energy used in a
development from renewable
sources and low carbon energy
from sources in the locality of •
the development.
•
- Development in their area to
comply with energy efficiency
•
standards that exceed the
requirements of building
regulations.

UK Low Carbon
Transition Plan

2009

Pursuant to Section 12 and 14 of
the Climate Change Act.

Energy White
Paper - Our
Energy Future,
Creating a Low
Carbon Economy
(DTI 2003)
Planning for our
electric future: a
white paper for

2012

Cutting the UK’s carbon dioxide
emissions by 60% by about 2050,
with real progress by 2020.

CLIMATE, RENEWABLE
ENERGY

Maintaining the reliability of energy
supplies.

The local plan needs to ensure that
policies comply with the
requirements for the use of energy
from renewable sources, low carbon
energy and energy efficiency
requirements.
Targets:
* 30% of electricity from renewable
sources by 2020
* greenhouse gas emissions to be cut
by 50% on 1990 levels by 2025 and
* greenhouse gas emissions to be cut
by 80% on 1990 levels by 2050.

The local plan needs to ensure that
policies are in place to encourage the
reduction in carbon dioxide
emissions whilst promoting
sustainable economic growth

Promoting competitive markets in
the UK and beyond, helping to raise
the rate of sustainable economic
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secure, affordable,
and low carbon

growth and to improve
productivity.

Technology.

Ensuring that every home is
adequately and affordably heated.

Energy Efficiency
Strategy (DECC)

2012/
2013

The EES is designed to maximise
the benefits of existing policy and
to realise the wider energy
efficiency potential across the
economy.

Ast The UK
Renewable Energy
Strategy

2009

The Strategy sets out the path to
meet the legally-binding targets to
ensure 15% of our energy comes
from renewable sources by 2020.

Preparing for
Climate Change:
Good Practice
Guide for Local
Government
(DEFRA)

2019

The Local Plan and SA need to
consider how to encourage low
carbon and energy efficient new
developments i.e. through design
codes.

Climate Change
Strategy for East
Sussex, ESCC

2009

This is a framework that sets out
the scope for the County Council’s
actions.
The strategy sets the scale of
appropriate local mitigation, at
least in line with national
governement targets and
determines the options for the
reduction of greenhouse gases.

Energy Strategy

2018

This local energy strategy was
developed by three LEPs - Coast to
Capital (C2C), Enterprise M3 (EM3)
and South East LEP (SELEP) to
achieve clean growth from now
until 2050 in energy across the
power, heat and transport sectors.

2020

Lewes District lies within the
boundary of the Greater Brighton
City Region which aims ultimately
to bring jobs and prosperity to the
area. Through the Infrastructure
Panel, Lewes District will be
involved in collectively delivering a
variety of proposals through the
Greater Brighton Energy Plan and
Greater Brighton Water Plan

South2East

Greater Brighton
Energy Plan

See Climate Change Act.

The Plan should comply with the
local objectives and deliver policies
which support the strategy's vision
and the principles guiding the aim.
The Plan should contribute to
achieving the UKs carbon targets and
address the need to adapt to the
impacts of climate change.

Participants in the Greater Brighton
Energy Plan have a wide range of
investible energy projects under
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way and planned. These projects
will reduce energy demand, cut
carbon emissions, and bring
community benefits, and also
contribute to a resilient energy
system for the future.
Greater Brighton
Water Plan

2020

Climate Change
and Sustainability
Strategy 2021

2021

The projects include:
Achieving water use neutrality
in the region despite the influx
of 97,000 more people by 2030
- Developing water recycling
projects for domestic use on
new estates
The Strategy sets out how the
district Council addresses the
causes and impacts of climate
change in order to meet the
Climate Emergency Declaration
made in 2019. The Strategy will
contain key actions and milestones
that, working together, the Council,
the statutory partners, business,
third sector and community
partners will need to deliver to
reach our net zero carbon target.
-

LDC

There are 7 action areas:
• Energy and the Built
Environment
• Sustainable Travel and Air
Quality
• Biodiversity
• Agriculture and Food
• Emissions from Waste
• Water
• Circular Economy and
Community Wealth.
Climate
emergency
resolution

2019

Carbon Emissions
Analysis and
Pathways

2020

Lewes District Council agreed to
recognise there is a climate change
emergency and that LDC commits
to ensure all strategic decisions,
budgets and approaches to
planning decisions are in line with a
shift to net zero carbon emissions
by 2030.
The Council will use this work to
help inform the nature and extent
of actions as part of the new

The Local Plan should plan for a
carbon neutrality to achieve this.
There are tools from RTPI and EA to
(subsection ‘national’ of this
appendix) to guide in this.

The report shows what meassures
can be planned for in the Local Plan
and what their possible impact may

LDC & Anthesis

CLIMATE, RENEWABLE
ENERGY

APPENDIX A: PPPPSI
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Climate Change and Sustainability
Strategy due in early 2021.
• Section 1 defines the current
emissions profile in Lewes.
• Section 2 defines a carbon
budget for Lewes, based on
academic research.
• Section 3 shows a future
emissions pathway defined by a
range of measures across the
energy system.
Renewable Energy
& Energy
Efficiency,
Planning guide for
householders and
small businesses.

be. It will help the development of
alternatives and their assessment.

Guide for residents, small
businesses and builders. Sets out
examples of renewable energy
technologies that are available, and
planning issues that need to be
considered.

LDC
Circular Economy
TAN

2021

LDC

APPENDIX A: PPPPSI

This Technical Advice Note is
directed towards encouraging a
circular economy approach for the
development sectors. Circular
economy is an approach to the
recovery and reuse of materials to
minimise waste and the import of
replacement resources to help
achieve climate resilience and
sustainability and as such fits within
the context of national, regional
and local planning guidance and
policy.

CLIMATE, RENEWABLE
ENERGY
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FLOODING, EROSION
Title

Date

Purpose of the plan or
programme

Implications and considerations
for the Local Plan part 1

HM Government
Flood and Water
Management Act

2010

Requires local authority to produce
a strategy outlining how it would
manage ‘local’ flood risk

The plan needs to ensure that
necessary flood risk activity takes
place during the course of the plan
process.
Required to produce a
comprehensive strategy to manage
local flood risk

The National
Adaptation
Programme and
the Third Strategy
for Climate
Adaptation
Reporting, DEFRA

2018

Provides context and guidance on
Making the country resilient to a
changing climate, based on the UK
Climate Change Risk Assessment
2017.

The Local Plan should consider the
latest information on climate change
and adaptation presented in the
NAP.

National Flood and
Coastal Erosion
Risk Management
Strategy for
England

2011

This strategy provides the
overarching framework for future
action by all risk management
authorities to tackle flooding and
coastal erosion in England.

Although the Environment Agency’s
has a strategic overview role in flood
and coastal erosion risk
management local involvement is
needed.

Environment
Agency: our
ambition to 2020

2018

The Environment Agency will play a
central role in delivering the 25
Year Environment Plan.

The Environment Agency advises the
Local Plan on flood and coastal risk
management, protecting homes
from flooding, healthier rivers and
coastal waters.

Committee on
Climate Change:
Managing the
coast in a changing
climate.

2018

This is an independent advice to
government on building a lowcarbon economy and preparing for
climate change. Key finding in this
report is: threads from flooding for
coastal communities, infrastructure
and landscapes will increase.

This report will inform the Local
Plan.

Adapting to a
changing climate.
Environment
Agency’s second
adaptation report
under the Climate
Change Act, EA

2014

A detailed adaptation plan is
included in Annex 1.

Draft National

2019

The NAP refers to the 25 Year
Environment Plan for goals on
specific ambitions.

Ensure all new major plans and
strategies need to be climate
resilient by 2020.

FLOODING, ERSOSION

This draft strategy is not a policy
document but a consultation by the
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Flood and Coastal
Erosion Risk
Management
Strategy for
England, EA

Environment Agency, reflecting its
own views and those they have
heard from other stakeholders.
Policy on flood and coastal erosion
risk is for the government. Starting
point of the Draft Strategy is that it
is impossible to prevent every flood
or change to our coast. Together
people, businesses, public and
voluntary sectors need to support
each other to prepare for the
unavoidable flooding and loss of
homes to the sea.

Current and
Future Impacts of
Sea Level Rise on
the UK, Foresight,
Government
Office for Science

2017

A review on impacts of sea level
rise, the sources of uncertainty and
response options.

East Sussex Local
Flood Risk
Management
Strategy, ESCC

2016

Provides the framework for the
management of flood risk for the
period 2016-2026.

Managing flood risk is a part of the
planning proces, this is also reflected
in the NPPF.

South Inshore and
Offshore Marine
Plan, Marine
Management
Organisation

2018

As with land-use planning, marine
planning is a statutory requirement.
This Plan must be used for all
planning decision for the sea coast,
estuatries and tidal waters, as well
as developments that impact these
areas, such as infrastructure.

All public authorities are responsible
for implementing the South Marine
Plan through existing regulatory and
decision-making processes.

Cuckmere and
Sussex Havens
Catchment Flood
Management Plan,
Summary Report

2009

This CFMP gives an overview of the
all flood risk in the Cuckmere and
Sussex Havens catchment and sets
out the preferred plan for
sustainble flood risk management
over the next 50 to 100 years.

The CFMP identifies flood risk
management policies to assist all key
decision makers in the catchment.

.

The CFMO considers all types of
inland flooding, form rivres,
groundwater, surface water and
tidal flooding, but not flooding
directly from the sea which is
covered by Shoreline Management
Plans.
Beachy Head to
Selsey Bill

2006

Shoreline
Management Plan
(South East
Coastal Group)
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A large-scale assessment of
flooding and erosion risks and
identification of preferred policies
for managing those risks.
The shoreline manangement
policies considered are thos defined
by the DEFRA (2001) report.

Beachy Head to Newhaven Harbour
is an Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty. It is proposed to allow
dynamic coastal processes to
continue as before, enhancing and
maintaing the landscape quality.

FLOODING, EROSION
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Hold the line
Advance the line
Managed realignment
No active intervention
Brighton Marina
to Newhaven
Coastal
Management
Implementation
Plan (LDC and B&H
City Council)
Brighton Marina
to Newhaven
Western Harbour
Arm Plan

2016

Sustainable management options
for this stretch of coastline over the
next 100 years.
A short list of options has been
appraised to determine the
potentially viable options based on
the value of the assets being
protected (benefits), compared
against the cost to implement the
management schemes (costs), to
develop a benefit cost ratio.
It is important to note that the
main road (A259) provides a
significant amount of the benefits,
especially in Rottingdean and
Saltdean. However, east of
Saltdean, and through Peacehaven
the route of the road is more inland
and therefore not at risk of erosion.

The Channel Coast
Observatory
Initiative

Ongoing

Provides strategic coastal
monitoring for the whole coastline
of South-East England. The CCO coordinate and manage a range of
databases on coastal conditions
including wave data, aerial
photographs and beach profiles.

Ouse, Sussex:
Catchment Flood
Management Plan

2009

The CFMP considers all types of
inland flooding, from rivers, ground
water, surface water and tidal
flooding. The CFMP should be used
to inform planning and decision
making.

Guide to
Sustainable
Drainage Systems
in East Sussex
(ESCC)

2015

River Ouse to
Seaford Head
Coastal Defence
Strategy

2012

FLOODING, ERSOSION

The River Ouse Catchment Flood
Management Plan (CFMP)
recommended reconnecting the
tidal river with the floodplain
upstream of Newhaven. This
Strategy has investigated the issues
in more detail. The work has
concluded that upstream
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realignment is likely to increase the
risk of failure of the defences and
flooding in Newhaven and riverside
villages including Southease
The Environment Agency currently
has a legal obligation to protect the
parish of Southease from flooding.
The least cost option to fulfil this
legal obligation is to Hold the
existing Line of defence at both
Southease and the upstream
Southease to A27 flood cells.
Sussex Ouse Flood
Management
Strategy

2004

The 2004 strategy does not take
into account the Ouse and Adur
Catchment Partnership and
approach to river basin
management approach.

EA
Peacehaven/
Newhaven/
Seaford
Surface Water
Management Plan
ESCC

2014

Identification of potential flood risk
areas and outlining of a Action Plan.

The Local Plan should be aware of
the flood risk in identified areas.

Lewes District
Strategic Flood
Risk Assessment
Level 1 and Level 2
(SFRA)

2009

The SFRA presents information to
enable the Local Planning Authority
to apply the Squential Test to
potential development.

The Local Plan should consider flood
risk . For new developments / the
Local Plan a SFRA will be needed.
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Any new development should be
directed to Flood Zone 1 (low risk)
wherever possible, and then
sequentially to Flood Zones 2 and 3,
and to the areas of least flood risk
within Flood Zones 2 and 3, as
identified by the Strategic Flood Risk
Assessments (SFRA).
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WATER AVAILABILITY AND QUALITY
Title

Date

Purpose of the plan or programme

2017

WFD / See River Basin Management Plan (Water for life
and livelihoods).

Future Water,
The
Government’s
water
strategy for
England

2008

Strategy for the water sector until 2030, for a sustainable
delivery of secure water supplies and an improved and
protected water environment.

Water
stressed areas
– final
classification,
Environment
Agency.

2013

The report provides up-to-date evidence on water stress. In
areas with water stress the household demand for water is
a high proportion of the current rainfall, or where the
future demand is likely to be a high proportion off the
effective rainfall.

Water
Resources Act

1991

Regulates water resources, water quality and pollution, and
flood defence.

The Water
Environment
(Water
Framework
Directive)
(England and
Wales)
Regulations
2017

Implications and
considerations
for the Local Plan
part 1

The South East already faces increasing demand on finite
water supply. Climate projections forecast, beside the
flooding problems also that droughts are likely to be more
common.

Minimum water
efficiency standards
for all new homes
are in prospect
through changes to
the Building
Regulations.
The plan area
suffers from severe
water stress.

The Act provides the general structure for the management
of water resources, and then explains the standards
expected for controlled waters; and what is considered
as water pollution.
Water for life
and
livelyhoods
(EA)

2015

River Basin
Management
Plan South
East River
Basisn District
(EA)

2015

River Basin Management Plan, translates the objectives set
in the WFD.
The EA monitors the state of water bodies.
Contains the statutory objectives for protecting and
improving protected areas and water bodies, acording to
Water Framwork Directive.
The area is subdivided into catchments. The two relevant
catchments for Lewes District are: Adur and Ouse
catchment and Cuckmere and Pevensey Levels. A

WATER AVAILABILITY AND
QUALITY

The default status
objectives for the
second cycle
RBMPs are:
• where good
status has already
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Catchment Partnership has been established for each of
these to direct and coordinate relevant activities and
projects within the catchment through the production of a
Catchment Management Plan.
http://www.adurandousecatchment.org.uk/
http://www.cplcp.org.uk

been achieved, to
maintain this status
• in other cases to
aim to achieve
good or better by
2021

Adur & Ouse
Catchement
Management
Plan (update)

2019

Ground Water
Protection
Guides

2017

South East
Water Water
Resources
Management
Plan 20202080

2019

The WRMP sets out how to secure a reliable water supply
over a 60 year planning period. In the Plan Area the water
supply is carried out by South East Water.

Southern
Water, Water
Resources
Management
Plan 20202070

2019

Southern Water is an appointed provider of water supply
and sewerage services. In the Plan Area they only provide
sewerage services.

The Cuckmere
and Pevensey
Levels
Abstraction
Licensing
Strategy
(South East
Coastal
Group)

2019

Availability of water for abstraction depends on water flow
of the river. Licencing and managing abstractions will be on
base of the strategy. (Seaford).

The document
contains water
resource availability
maps for the area.

The Ardur and
Ouse
Abstraction
Licencing
Stragegy

2019

Availability of water for abstraction depends on water flow
of the river. Licencing and managing abstractions will be on
base of the strategy.

The document
contains water
resource availability
maps for the area.

Contains future action & priorities for 2019-2023 period.
•
•
•
•
•

Coastal & Transitional Waters
Groundwater
Surface Water Quality
Natural Rivers
Natural Flood Management

Set out the approach for groundwater protection and
management.
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/groundwaterprotection

(SEW)

(South East
Coastal
Group)
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POLLUTION (AIR, SOIL, NOISE)
Title

Date

Purpose of the plan or
programme

World Health
Organization
Guidelines (WHO)

2008

Recognised as the international
benchmark for setting air quality
standards.

European
Thematic Strategy
for Soil Protection

2006

Identify actions to protect the
importance of soil protection based
around 4 pillars:

Implications and considerations
for the Local Plan part 1

Awareness raising, legislation,
research and integration.
Clean Air strategy,
DEFRA

2019

Sets out objectives and policy
options for improving air quality.
In the Strategy it is announced that
the government will seek to enable
strong collaborative action,
ensuring that neighbouring local
authorities and other relevant
bodies work alongside the lead
authority, supporting each other in
achieving compliance with air
quality objectives. In the
Environment Bill, this approach will
be underpinned through new duties
and powers where necessary that
will produce an effective framework
for tackling transboundary
pollution.

The local plan needs to ensure that
any policies created do not have a
detrimental effect on air quality
within the district.

This new legislation will set new
targets on PM2.5 while legally
binding targets to reduce emissions
of five of the most damaging air
pollutants (fine particulate matter,
ammonia, nitrogen oxides, sulphur
dioxide, non-methane volatile
organic compounds) by 2020 and
2030.
Air Quality
Standards
Regulations

2010

All the previous EU air quality
legislation and are made law in
England through this AQSR.,

Air quality plan for
nitrogen dioxide
(NO2) in the UK,
DEFRA

2017

The Air Quality Plan for Nitrogen
Dioxide (NO2) sets out the
Governments strategy for
addressing area of poor air quality
in relation to NO2. Unlike
greenhouse gases, the risk from

POLLUTION (AIR, SOIL, NOISE)

The Plan should take account of
designated Air Quality Management
Areas in and around the Plan Area,
at the moment there is not such an
Area in the Plan Area.
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NO2 is focused in particular places
and is primarily associated with
road vehicles.
Noise Policy
Statement for
England DEFRA

2010

It sets out the long term vision of
government noise policy, to
promote health and a good quality
of life.

Safeguarding our
soils: a strategy
for England

2011

By 2030, all England’s soils will be
managed sustainably and
degradation threats tackled
seccessfully.
Preventing soil pollution and
dealing with our legacy of
contaminated land.
Effective soil protection during
construction and development.

Model Procedures
for the
Management of
Land
Contamination

2007

The technical framework for
applying a risk management
process when dealing with land
affected by contamination.

2020

Guidance for assessment of risk
from land contamination and how
to manage. Dealing with land
contamination helps make the
environment clean and safe.
Through regeneration it can:

Planning decision must take
sufficient account of soil quality,
particularly when significant areas of
the best and most versatile
agricultural land are involved. In the
Waste and Resources Action Plan
(WRAP) a code of practice for soil
use on construction sites is
published.

DEFRA, EA
Land
Contamination
Risk Management
-guidance
(EA)

•

enhance the health and
wellbeing of all.

•

add to the economic, ecological
and amenity value of the area.

Planning Noise
Advice Document:
Sussex

2015

The document provides advice for
developers when making a planning
application.

2019 Air Quality
annual Status
Report (ASR)

2019

Newhaven and Lewes town have an
Air Quality Management Area
(AQMA).
Road transport is the primary
source of local air pollution with
industrial sources only representing
a small proportion of emissions of
air pollutants.

Lewes District
Council Air Quality

2009
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As road transport seems to be the
primary source of local air pollution
the Local Plan needs to address
measures to decrease this.

An AQAP is required to manage the
Air Quality Management Areas. The

POLLUTION (AIR SOIL NOISE)
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Action Plan
(Lewes)
Lewes District
Council Air Quality
Action Plan
(Newhaven)

AQAP sets out measures to improve
local air quality.
2016

An AQAP is required to manage the
Air Quality Management Areas. The
AQAP sets out measures to improve
local air quality.

POLLUTION (AIR, SOIL, NOISE)
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WASTE
Title

Date

Purpose of the plan or
programme

Implications and considerations
for the Local Plan part 1

National Waste
strategy

2007

Incentivise efforts to reduce, re-use,
recycle waste and recover energy
from waste.

See East Sussex Waste and Minerals
Plan (2013) East sussex Joint Waste
Strategy (2014-2025)

Litter Strategy for
England, DEFRA

2017

Strategy to aiming to keep the
streets cleaner and litter-free. This
is vital for local authorities to attract
business and housing growth, and it
will save resources.

Resources and
waste strategy,
DEFRA

2018

The strategy sets out how to
preserve material resources by
minimising waste, promoting
resource efficiency and moving
towards a circular economy.

East Sussex and
Brighton & Hove
Waste and
Minerals Plan
2013

2013

Set of policies in relation to waste
and minerals sites within East
Sussex, adopted in 2013, replaced
the majority of policies from 2006.

Ensure local plan is aligned with
policies set in Waste and Minerals
plan. Considering the Waste
Hierarchy.

East Sussex and
Brighton & Hove
‘Waste and
Minerals Site Plan
2017’

2017

Provides the spatial details for the
requirements contained within the
Waste and Minerals Plan (WMP)

See above

East Sussex Joint
Waste Strategy
2014-2025

2014

The strategy aims to:

Policies created should reflect and
not be in conflict with the strategy
aims including reducing waste to
land fill and increasing the amount
of waste reused, recycled and
composted
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▪

Reduce the amount of
waste produced.

▪

Increase the amount of
waste reused, recycled and
composted.

▪

Reduce the amount of
waste landfilled.

▪

Recover more value from
our waste

WASTE
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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT, BIODIVERSITY, GREEN
INFRASTRUCTURE, OPEN SPACE AND LANDSCAPE
Title

Date

Purpose of the plan or
programme

Implications and
considerations for the Local
Plan part 1

UN Convention on
Biological
Diversity

1992

The Convention has three main
goals including: the conservation of
biological diversity
(or biodiversity); the sustainable
use of its components; and the fair
and equitable sharing of benefits
arising from genetic resources.

The objectives of the convention
are translated into national policy.

In other words, its objective is to
develop national strategies for the
conservation and sustainable use
of biological diversity. It is often
seen as the key document
regarding sustainable
development. .
Biodiversity net
gain: updating
planning
requirements

UK Biodiversity
Action Plan

In
progress

1994
2012

Environmental
Assessment of
Plans and
Programmes
Regulation 2004

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

This is a consultation which closed
in February 2019 on proposals to
make biodiversity net gain
necessary for developments when
granting planning permission.
-

Standardising the
approach

-

Should it be a
requirement.

-

How to implement

-

How to measure and
monitor

The Local Plan should consider the
latest information on how to
consider biodiversity net gain in
the planning policy.

With action plans for priority
habitats and priority species, each
identified either as being globally
threatened, or where evidence
showed there had been a
particularly rapid decline of those
resources within the UK.

See NERC (in Environment
subsection)

(Commonly referred to as the
Strategic Environmental
Assessment Regulations.)

Sustainability Appraisals
incorporate the requirements of
the SEA. SEA alone can be required
in some limited situations where
sustainability appraisal is not
needed. This is usually only where
either neighbourhood plans of
supplementary planning
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documents could have significant
environmental effect.
Conservations of
Habitats and
Species
Regulations

2018 /
amended
2021

Commonly
referred to as:
‘The 2017
Regulations’ and
the ‘2019
Regulations’.

This is the UK transposition of EC
Directive 92/43/EC on the
conservation of natural habitats
and of wild fauna and flora and the
Wild Birds Directive (Directive
2009/147/EC).
Plans or projects do not adversely
affect the protected features of a
habitats site, taking account of
the need for mitigation where
appropriate.
The creation of a national site
network within the UK territory
comprising the protected sited
already designated under the
Nature Directives, and any further
sites designated under these
Regulations.
SACs and SPAs in the UK no longer
form part of the EU’s Natura 2000
ecological network. The 2019
Regulations have created a
national site network on land and
at sea, including both the inshore
and offshore marine areas in the
UK.

The Local plan must be subject to
Habitats Regulations Assessment
in line with this Directive, and
develop policies which take into
account this directive, whilst
taking into account the
conservation areas within the
district and identify measures to
maintain natural habitats.
The Local plan policies should
ensure that the maintenance of
recognised habitats is up kept and
not damaged from new
development.
It should avoid the deterioration of
any habitats or development
which could negatively affect wild
birds

Biodiversity 2020:
A strategy for
England’s wildlife
and ecosystem
services, DEFRA

2011

Help deliver the objectives set out
in the Natural Environment White
Paper for England – ‘The Natural
Choice.’

Conserving
Biodiversity – the
UK Approach,
DEFRA

2007

Aim is to help biodiversity respond
to climate change, to reduce the
risk and damage caused by invasive
non-native species and to provide
spatial frameworks for landscapescale habitat restoration.

UK Post 2010
Biodiversity
Framework

2013

The framework is a set of priorities
agreed by the 4 UK governments to
ensure that only the most critical
activities towards internationally
agreed biodiversity goals are
included.

See above

Working with the
Grain of Nature: A
Biodiversity

2002

Strategy ensures that biodiversity
considerations become embedded

See above
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The local plan should develop
policy which contributes positively
to the ecosystem and wildlife
within the district whilst
considering the objectives set in
the Natural Environment White
Paper

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
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Strategy for
England, DEFRA

in all the main sectors of economic
activity, public and private.
Superseded by the ‘Biodiversity
2020: A Strategy ….services’ listed
above.

The Natural
Environment and
Rural
Communities Act
(NERC)

2006

Environment Act

1995

Environment Bill

Draft
2020

The Act streamlined the legislative
framework and improves
governance arrangement for
national parks. The Act lists
habitats and species of principal
importance for the conservation of
biological diversity in England.

Policies must consider the
importance of conserving
biodiversity and landscape
features as set out in the Act.

The Act set up: The Environment
Agency and the National Park
authorities. It also required the
preparation of a National Air
Quality Strategy, National Waste
Strategy, and the requirement to
take provision for hedgerows and
contaminated land.

The National Park Authority and
the Local Authority should cooperate to have regard to the
purposes of the Parks.

The draft Environment Bill 2019-21
was introduced to Parliament in
January 2020. It also includes
environmental provisions relating
to waste, air, water and
biodiversity.

The Bill will set out new standards
for PM2.5, waste management,
water management and
biodiversity net gain.

The European Union (Withdrawal)
Act ensures that the whole body of
existing EU environmental law
continues to have effect in UK law.
Our national emission ceilings and
ambient air quality limits are
already set out in UK law. The
measures in this Bill will also
ensure this.
Government
Forestry and
Woodlands Policy
Statement

2013

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Sets out the priorities to enhance,
protect and enlarge woodland
areas.
The Statement underlines the
importance of preserving and
maximising the social and
environmental benefits provided
by trees and woodlands,
particularly in and around our
towns and cities.

The priority species and habitats
are listed in Appendix to the Act.

The purposes are ‘to conserve and
enhance the natural beauty,
wildlife and cultural heritage of
the area’ and ‘to promote
opportunities for the
understanding and enjoyment of
the special qualities of the national
park by the public.’ (Section 62)

The Bill will regulate that a local
authority (probably ESCC) will have
to prepare a local nature recovery
strategy. (Nature Recovery
Network)

The preservation of the trees and
woodland areas in the town might
benefit of actions that follow this
Statement. In the preparation of
the Local Plan new development
around this theme can be checked.
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The Natural
Environment
White Paper
(NEWP)

2011

Sets out how the value of nature
can be mainstreamed across our
society by facilitating local action;
strengthening the connections
between people and nature;
creating a green economy and
showing leadership in the EU and
internationally.

Plan policies for the natural
environment need to be
developed in accordance with the
objectives in the White Paper –
include strengthening the relation
between people and nature and
enhancements of natural
environment.

Wildlife and
Countryside Act
1981 (Amended
1985 and 1991)

1981

Instils offenses for causing harm to
wildlife and details law regarding
SSSIs.

The plan must consider whether
development in particular areas,
especially designated SSSIs, may
be approved in order to prevent
causing harm to wildlife and
countryside.

Countryside and
Rights of Way Act,
DEFRA

2000

The Act implements the ‘right to
roam’ on the open countryside in
England. The Act is also concerned
with the protection and
management of SSSIs.

The plan must consider whether
development may affect public
rights of way and the SSSIs in the
plan area and prevent causing
harm to wildlife and the
countryside.

The Marine and
Coastal Access Act

2009

The Act creates the Marine
Management Organisation which
exists to make a contribution to
sustainable development in the
marine area.

A Green Future:
Our 25 Year Plan
to Improve the
Environment Plan,
DEFRA

2018

- The Plan aims to deliver cleaner air
and water, sustainable water
supply, protect species and provide
richer wildlife habitats. It aims to
deliver connection of people with
the environment to improve health
and wellbeing. It calls for an
approach to agriculture, forestry,
land use and fishing that puts the
environment first.

Water for people
and the
Environment,
Water Resource
Strategy for
England and
Wales, EA

2009

The strategy seeks to achieve the
following objectives: Adapting to &
mitigating climate; A better water
environment - species and habitats
that depend on water are restored,
protected, improved and valued;
Sustainable planning and
management of water resources;
Water and the water environment
are valued.

The Plan should include measures
which will help achieve the
strategy's aims. Development
Management policies should
include measures to reduce water
usage in new development to
levels above those required by
Building Standards, aspiring to
water neutrality in addition to
requiring SuDS.

This guidance provides a
comprehensive overview of the
concept of green infrastructure,
policy statement and track record
in driving delivery. It also maps out

Green Infrastructure is recognised
as contributing towards creating
places where people want to live

2015

(amended
1991)

Green
Infrastructure
Guidance, Natural
England
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wider policy priorities and drivers
for green infrastructure.
An Approach to
Landscape
Character
Assessment

and work. The guidance is inspiring
for the Local Plan.

2014

The document should help to
generate discussion and encourage
methods, techniques and skills
relating to Landscape Character
Assessment evolve.

2020

GLVIA3 sets out that assessment of
effects on the landscape and visual
resource that may result from a
development proposal may be
undertaken formally as Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment
(LVIA) typically as part of an
Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) or less formally as a
Landscape and Visual Appraisal
(LVA). The LI strongly recommends
that GLVIA 3 is followed when
undertaking these assessments and
that the resulting LVIAs and LVAs
should be objective with clear
thinking, easy to follow, and
demonstrate how they have
informed appropriate siting,
design, and mitigation.

East Sussex
Environment
Strategy

2020

The strategy identifies local specific
challenges and opportunities and
has identified the five priority
themes of climate change, natural
capital, air quality, water and
resource efficiency.

Trees and
Woodland
Strategy 2001
(ESCC)

2001

Identifies future priorities for trees
and woodland in East Sussex and
provide guidance for those
involved in managing and creating
it.

Natural England
National
Character Areas,
NE

2013

Description of Low Weald (121)
and South Downs(125).

The Southern part of the district is
in the South Downs NCA; the
Northern part in the Low Weald.

Water for people
and the
Environment,
Water Resources
Strategy Regional
Action Plan for
Southern Region,
EA

2009

Regional priorities:

The Local Plan should consider the
WRS for issues on water quality
and water efficiency.

(NE)
Reviewing
Landscape and
Visual Impact
Assessments
(LIVIAs) and
Landscape and
Visual Appraisals
(LVAs)
(Landscape
Institute,
Technical
guidance Note)

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Driving water efficiency
Protecting the water environment
Greater integration between
policy, planning of water resources
and water quality.
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South East River
Basin
Management, EA

2015

Classification of water bodies
Statutory objectives for protected
areas and water bodies

The Local Plan should consider the
information in this document.

Summary of programme of
measures to achieve statutory
objectives.
The Wildlife Trust:
a Living Landscape
for the South East

2006

The document presents a
technique for describing a
landscape-scale network of wildlife
habitat that would ensure the long
term ecological functioning of the
South East.
An effective approach for
considering a Green Network is set
out.

East Sussex
Environment
Strategy 2020

2020

At pace & at scale
(East Sussex
Environment
Board)

Climate change and the pressure
to build houses will increase the
need to protect the linkages
between the green aeas.

The Environment Board is
accountable to Team East Sussex
(TES), which is the East Sussex
board of the wider South East Local
Enterprise Partnership (SELEP) and
to the East Sussex Strategic
Partnership.

The objectives set out in the
strategy are similar to those found
in the NPPF and in line with those
set out in the Sustainable
Community Strategy for East
Sussex. The Plan should account
for the relevant objectives.

In the action plan:

The report on monitoring might be
helpful to inform the SA.

-

Biodiversity and
Planning in Sussex
(Sussex Wildlife
Trust)

In the plan area, parts of natural
landscape can be of importance as
a stepping-stone habitat.

Develop project that deliver a
reduction in carbon emission.
Develop and implement an
electric vehicle strategy.
Develop a natural capital
investment plan.
Develop a local cycling and
walking infrastructure plan.
Deliver advice to reduce
water usage.
Establish a network to reduce
food waste from business in
ES

Guidance document to help ensure
that development within the
county protects and enhances
valuable local biodiversity.

East Sussex Rights
of Way
Improvement Plan
(2007-20017) ESCC

2007

Sets out the CC’s Plans to improve
the public Rights of way network
and access to the countryside.

East Sussex Green
Infrastructure
Study

2014

The Green Infrastructure
Partnership was established by the
Government to support the
development of GI in England and
to help implement the vision set
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The study helps to define assets
and requirements to improve and
protect the GI and to make it more
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(The Landscape
and Biodiversity
Working Group)

Appendix ES
Green
Infrastructure
Study

2014

Biodiversity and
Planning in Sussex
(Sussex Wildlife
Trust)

updated

Natural Capital
Investment
Strategy for
Sussex 2019 2024

2019

out in the Natural Environment
White Paper (NEWP). The study
provides guidance on the
production of GI strategies which
will build on GI related studies
carried out by local authorities and
other organisations to date.

resilient to development pressures
and climate change.

The Appendix is a separate
document with County scale maps
of GI aspects.

The maps can sustain policies in
the Local Plan on the importance
of GI or on health and recreation.

The guidance on the production of
a GI strategy can help to define a
specific policy on GI.

GI assets, (recreation and health,
forestry, climate change,
biodiversity, cultural, water
resources) Infrastructure. Linkages
(public rights of way, long distance
cycleway, cycle routes).

(Sussex Local
Nature
Partnership)

Guidance with the information
from the NPPF. With information
on features which should be
protected and opportunities to
deliver biodiversity enhancements.
The strategy aims among other
things to position nature as a basis
for a strong, stable local economy
and resilient society, and to
increase resilience of natural
capital assets in the face of current
and future risks, such as climate
change, increasing development
and extreme weather events.

Habitats
Regulation
Assessment
(stages 1-3)

2013

Assessment of any likely significant
effect on SACs And SPAs within
relative proximity to the district,
arising from the Lewes District Core
Strategy.

LDC and EBC Joint
Pollinator
Strategy

20192024

Pollinators will be encouraged
through the biodiversity strategy in
the development planning system.

LDC Biodiversity
Strategy,

2021

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Part of the strategy is to create a
‘Nature Recovery Network’ across
the county and to prepare a Local
Nature Recovery Strategy, these
will be legislated for via the
Environment Bill.

The broad key aims can be
summarised as follows:
- To maintain and increase
biodiversity on council-owned
and managed land.
- To engage and enable
community-led nature-based
projects and to be involved in
partnerships that promote
natural capital and
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-

biodiversity across the district
and borough.
To ensure that all
developments maximise the
opportunities for wellconsidered gains in
biodiversity.

Lewes Local Plan
part 2 &
Neighbourhood
Plans Habitat
Regulation
Assessment

2018

The objective of this HRA is to
identify if any particular site
allocations and DM policies of Local
Plan part 2 have the potential to
cause an adverse effect on Natura
2000 or European designated sites,
either in isolation or in
combination with other plans and
projects, and to determine
whether site-specific mitigation
measures are required.

Open Space
Assessment- LDC

2020

The assessment will enable LDC to
plan and manage the Town’s open
spaces.

2020

Assessment of all playing pitches
for football, cricket, rugby, hockey
and athletics. Demand versus
supply is compared and quality is
assessed, according to Sports
England methodology.

Access Network
and Accessible
Natural
Greenspace Study
- SDNPA

2013

The study analyses the provision of
ANG, including Public rights of way.
The study includes Lewes District.
In Part 2: Supporting Information,
specific information for the District
is presented.

East Sussex
Landscape
Character
Assessment

2016

This 2016 update is to bring the
County Landscape Assessment in
line with updates to the National
Landscape Character Assessment.
The reports provides a baseline
inventory of the landscape
character for the Western Low
Weald, and for the urban areas:
Peacehaven&Saltdean, Seaford,
Lewes, Newhaven.

(TEP)

Lewes District
Playing Pitch
Strategy
(4global)

The Assessment sets the standards
for the provision of open spaces
which should be considered in the
Local Plan. Open Spaces are
important to achieve healthy and
inclusive communities.

It is recommended that a criteriabased Landscape Character
provides a spatial/character based
approach to landscape protection
and enhancement. The report
suggests wording for policies in
the local plan.

The strategy also identifies specific
pressures for development and
change for each area. The key
ecosystem services are described
for each character area and an
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evaluation of the current condition
of the landscape and ecosystems.
Suggestions for how these key
services can be enhanced are
outlined for each character area.
Landscape
Capacity Study

2012

The aim of this study was to help
inform the then emerging Core
Strategy and future planning
decisions.

Habitat
Regulations
Background Paper

2014

The purpose of this report is to
examine the need for mitigation
measures, related to developmen
within a 7 km ‘zone of influence’
from the Ashdown Forest.

A revision of the
Ancient Woodland
Inventory for
Lewes district,
East Sussex

2010

The result of the re-examination of
the ancient woodland in the area.

(LDC and SDNP)

Includes maps of AW and of
Landscape Character Areas and
AW..

(Weald and
Downs Ancient
Woodland Survey)
South Downs
Landscape
Character
Assessment

2020

(SDNPA)

People and
Nature Network
(PANN)

The report updates the Integrated
Charactr Assessment for the South
Downs National Park and provides
a practical tool which can be used
to inform and guide positive
landscape change, supporting a
‘landscape led’ approach to
planning and design within the
National Park.
To protect, enhance and create a
network of green and blue spaces
which sustainably meet the needs
of local communities, support
natural ecosystem services and
respects the special qualities of
protected landscapes by proposing
the strategic principles for
planning, delivery and
management of natural capital
assets in the area.

Green
Infrastructre in
the South Downs
National Park and
wider South East.
(SDNPA)

The research has also found that
there are hotspots; they are called
‘Natural Capital Investment Areas’
(NCIAs).
Dark Skies
Technical Advice
Note

2018

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Plan for biodiversity at a landscape
scale across local authority
boundaries and identifying and
mapping ecological networks in
accordance with the NPPF
paras114/117 and the DEFRA 25 yr
Environment plan.
Demonstrating a working Duty to
Cooperate (Localism Act 2011)
collaboration where climate
change, biodiversity, flood risk
management and ecological
networks are better planned at a
strategic level.

The South Downs Nation Park was
designated Dark Sky Reserve. This
technical advice note supports
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South Downs Local plan Policy SD8:
Dark Night Skies. It provides
developers and planners with
information required to submit /
assess lightning schemes.
Biodiversity Net
Gain TAN

2021

Biodiversity Net Gain is an
approach to development and land
management that aims to leave
the natural environment in a
measurably better state than it was
beforehand. This technical note
builds on the NPPF requirements
and, in advance of biodiversity net
gain being mandated through the
Environment Act, aims to provide
developers and the public with
guidance in relation to
expectations of Biodiversity Net
Gain.

20202025

The Partnership Management Plan
sets out the overarching five-year
strategy for the management of
the South Downs National Park. It
is a plan that sets out to shape the
future of your South Downs
National Park. Its 10 Outcomes can
only be delivered by joint working
between land managers,
communities, NGOs, volunteers,
businesses and a wide range of
other partners and individuals.

LDC

Partnership
Management Plan

(SDNPA)

An Environment Bill summer policy
statement (July 2019) outlined
that developers will be required to
ensure habitats for wildlife are
enhanced, with a minimum 10%
increase in habitat value for
wildlife compared with the predevelopment baseline. It also
identified exemptions for certain
types of development, protections
for ‘irreplaceable habitats’, and
how net gain will be administered.

Challenges include: habitat
fragmentation; erosion of
landscape quality; loss of built
heritage; changes to farming; loss
of public services; and lack of
affordable housing. Most
significant of all, climate change.
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HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT, AND DESIGN
Title

Date

Purpose of the plan or programme

Implications and
considerations for the Local
Plan part 1

1992

The Convention is an international
legally binding treaty within Europe.
And deals with the protection,
preservation and scientific research
of archaeological heritage in Europe. In
particular, it focuses on the problem of
conservation of archaeological
heritage in the face of development
projects.

The conservation and
archaeological investigation of
archaeological heritage in urban
and regional planning policies
must be integrated in the planning
process.

UNESCO World
Heritage
Convention
The European
Convention on
the Protection of
Archaeological
Heritage
Commonly
referred to as: the
‘Valletta
Convention’.

(Most of the UK’s heritage legislative
infrastructure stems from membership
of the Council of Europe or United
Nations; there are no plans to
withdraw from the Council.)
Ancient
Monuments and
Archaeological
Areas Act 1979
(AMAAA)

1979

Protection of the archaeological
heritage of Great Britain

Planning (Listed
Buildings &
Conservation
Areas) Act

1990

The Act creates special controls for the
demolition, alteration of buildings,
objects or structures of historical
interest, and for Conservation Areas.

Historic England
Action Plan 20152018, Historic
England

2015

The delivery document for the HE
Corporate Plan, and the Heritage 2020
Strategic Priorities.

Historic England
Advice Notes

2015

The document offers advice on
evidence gathering and site allocation
policies, as well as setting out in detail
a number of steps to make sure that
heritage considerations are fully
integrated in any site selection
methodology.

2016

This advice note seeks to provide
advice on historic environment
considerations as part of the SA/SEA
process.

3 Environment
and Site
allocations in
Local Plans
Historic England
Advice Note 8,
Guidance on
Sustainability

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
DESIGN

The local plan must take into
account the listed buildings and
areas for conservation.

Ensure that the historic
environment plays a positive role
in allocating sites for
development.
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Appraisal and
Strategic
Environmental
Assessment

Where the historic environment clearly
underpins the character, economy or
cultural resource of a place, it may
warrant inclusion in other objectives
such as regeneration, tourism, access
to services, quality of life, landscape
and townscape.

National Design
Guide. Planning
practice guidance
for beautiful,
enduring and
successful places

2019

Sussex Heritage
Coast. A strategy
and action plan

2016 2020

The focus of this design guide is on
good design in the planning system,
local authority planning officers.
-

The NPPF considers the creation
of high quality buildings and
places is fundamental to what the
planning and development
process should achieve. Good
design is a key aspect of
sustainable development, creates
better places in which to live and
work and helps make
development acceptable to
communities

The purpose of this plan is to provide a
framework for the Sussex Heritage
Coast based on partnership working,
and to identify an action plan for the
next five years. The action plan

includes actions on natural
resource management, sustainable
cultural tourism and recreation,
access roads, and heritage.
Conservation
Area Appraisals

Maps and reports on the website of
LDC https://www.lewes-

eastbourne.gov.uk/planning-andbuildingcontrol/conservation/conservationarea-appraisals/
Lewes District
Public Realm
Framework, LDC

2013
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This Framework is a strategic
document that sets out the vision, key
principles and general interventions
for the public realm in Lewes District.
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HEALTHY COMMUNITIES
Title

Date

Purpose of the plan or programme

Implications and
considerations for the Local
Plan part 1

The Marmot
Review:
Implications for
Spatial Planning
(2011)

2011 •

Provides evidence about the
relationships between health and spatial
design, and the socio-economic gradient
in environmental disadvantage.

The good design principles
exposed in the document can be
considered at the preparation of
the Local Plan and in
Developmen Management.

The Sustainable
Communities Act
2007
(Amendment
2010)

2010

Make provision about promoting the
sustainability of local communities; and
for connected purposes

Healthy lives,
healthy people,
our strategy for
public health in
England.

2010/
2011

Sets out the government’s long-term
vision for the future of public health in
England.

East Sussex
Health and
Wellbeing
Strategy 20162019, ES Strategic
Partnership

2016

This is a strategy for the commissioning
of health and wellbeing services in the
county.

East Sussex Joint
Strategic Needs &
Assets
Assessment

Ongoing

The Assessment is a process that
identifies both the health and wellbeing
needs and assets of the people,
communities and populations in East
Sussex. The website provides a resource
of local and national information.

East Sussex
Integrated
Sustainable
Community
Strategy,

2008

The strategy includes:

Health &
Housing, Annual
Report of the
Director of Public

2020

Proposes "good design principles" for
promoting both physical and mental
health and well-being within
communities.

-

Providing high quality economic
infrastructure

-

Nurturing a culture of
entrepreneurship

The purpose of the report is to:
•

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES

Develop a broader understanding of
the relationship between health and
wellbeing.

The extensive evidence base on
health issues in and around the
houses will be helpful to assess
and monitor policies.
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Health East
Sussex

•

(Joint Strategic
Needs & Assets
Assessment)

•
•

East Sussex
Health and Social
Care Plan

2020

Support and enhance integrated
working across housing, health,
public health and social care.
Support partnership working to help
address and mitigate local housing
challenges.
Support ongoing joint work to
prevent homelessness and rough
sleeping and to mitigate the harms
that these cause

Is currently in the process of updating to
take into account the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic.

(ESCC)

The draft plan focuses on agreed
priorities for transformation and
integration between heath and social
care: prevention, children and young
people, community services, urgent care
and mental health.

People and
Nature Network
(PANN)

To protect, enhance and create a
network of green and blue spaces which
sustainably meet the needs of local
communities, support natural ecosystem
services and respects the special
qualities of protected landscapes by
proposing the strategic principles for
planning, delivery and management of
natural capital assets in the area.

Green
Infrastructre in
the South Downs
National Park
and wider South
East.

In the PANN there is emphasis on the
needs for local communities and the
importance of access to nature for
people’s health.

(SDNPA)

Lewes District
Council and
South Downs
National Park,
Rural Settlement
Study

2013

The study identifies key services,
demographic information, housing and
community needs, environmental issues,
and the economic role of each
settlement.

Lewes District
Needs and Assets
profile

2017

The document set out in detail prevalent
diseases, compared to other districts in
East Sussex. Mentions the life
expectancy gap between least and most
deprived areas in Lewes District; 4.3
years.

2018

Evidence base on:

East Sussex
Better Together
Lewes District
Area Summary,
based on the LA
view of the
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JSNAA Scorecards
2018ES JSNAAA
ES Public Health

Overall health status
Healthy lifestyle
Health protection
Disease and Poor Health
Children’s services, Carers, Adult Social
Care, NHS Dental Services

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES
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EDUCATION
Title

Date

Purpose of the plan or
programme

Implications and considerations
for the Local Plan part 1

South East LEP
Skills Strategy

2018 2023

Demand for skills in the South East
is strong, sectors like health and
care have current shortages, set to
increase with an ageing and
growing population. T

The plan should consider the needs
to improve the accessibility and
provision education and training
facilities.

SELEP’s FIRST priority in skills is to
increase apprenticeships and
industry relevant qualifications for
all ages.
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HOUSING
Title

Date

Purpose of the plan or
programme

Implications and considerations
for the Local Plan part 1

Building Research
Establishment
Environmental
Assessment
Method (BREEAM)
/ (Refurbishment)

Ongoing

A method of assessing, rating, and
certifying the sustainability of
buildings.

The Plan can take notice of the
messurements to improve the
sustainability of buildings.

Building
regulations

Ongoing

Part L Conservation of fuel and
power in new dwellings, and Part G
Sanitation, hot water safety and
water efficiency.

The Future Homes
Standard: changes
to Part L and Part
F of Building
Regulations for
new dwellings.

2020

The Future Homes Standard will
require new build homes to be
future-proofed with low carbon
heating and world-leading levels of
energy efficiency which will be
introduced by 2025.

The Local Plan needs to consider
how to encourage low carbon and
energy efficient new developments
i.e. through design codes.

The key aims are:
To provide a 20% reduction in
CO2 emissions from new buildings
compared to the current standards
via either ‘Future Homes Fabric’ or
by using ‘Fabric plus technology’;
To provide 31% reduction in CO2
from new dwellings, compared to
the current standards and to
improve ventilation systems in new
homes and better air flows.
Housing and
Planning Act

2016

It introduces legislation to allow the
sale of higher value local authority
homes, introduce starter homes
and "Pay to Stay" and other
measures intended to promote
home ownership and boost levels of
house building.
And place the duty to prepare,
maintain and publish a register of
brownfield land.

Housing White
Paper – Fixing our
broken housing
market. DCLG

2017

HOUSING

The proposals in the White Paper
set out sets out a broad range of
reforms that government plans to
introduce to help reform
the housing market and increase
the supply of new homes

Local authorities have a duty to
grant permission on enough
serviced plots of land to meet the
demand for self-building and custom
building in their area.
The commitment of the government
is to grant planning permission on
90% of the suitable brownfield sites
by 2020.

Planning policies need to ensure
they comply with the government
initiative to fix the housing market
Create policy which favours the
delivery of good quality housing and
ensures the infrastructure is well
coordinated
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Driving
sustainability in
new homes: a
resource for local
authorities.
UKGBC

2018

The intention of the resource is to
encourage a consistent approach by
local government and driving up the
sustainability of homes.

There should be a set of ‘baseline’
requirements for all new homes and
standards for procurement or own
land disposal should match the
baseline requirements set for all
homes.

Strategic Housing
Market
Assessment of
Lewes

2008

This report provides evidence of the
demographic and economic drivers
of the housing market that relates
to Lewes District, evidence on the
stock and supply of housing within
the housing markets and the
implications in terms of house
prices and affordability.

The SHELAA has a focus on housing
land potential and supply.

Affordable
Housing Needs
Assessment 20122018

2014

The assessment provides an
estimate of affordable housing need
for the next five year period, which
takes into account any current
backlog of provision that exists, as
well as any newly arising need.

Affordable
Housing SPD, LDC

2018

The SPD sets out policy
requirements, type and standard of
affordable housing, and
calculations.

Strategic Housing
and Economic
Land Available
Assessment, Final
Report (SHELAA) LDC

2018

Identifies and assesses all land for
its residential and employment
development potential.
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The SHELAA is a key evidence
report in the development of
planning policies in the district.
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TRAVEL, TRANSPORT AND ACCESSIBILITY
Title

Date

Purpose of the plan or
programme

Implications and considerations
for the Local Plan part 1

White Paper:
Creating Growth,
Cutting Carbon.
Making
Sustainable Local
Transport Happen.
DfT

2011

Cutting carbon, creating growth:
making sustainable local transport
happen.

Planning for local transport is
realised by the County Council. The
Local Plan should be aware of the
intentions of the White Paper.

Low Carbon
Transport: A
Greener Future,
DfT

2009

The Government is committed to
reducing greenhouse gas emissions
across the economy by at least 34%
by 2020 and by at least 80% in
comparison to 1990 levels by 2050.
Transport accounts for 21% of UK
domestic greenhouse gas
emissions.

The Local Plan can assist in
contributing to the overarching aim
of this strategy to reduce carbon
emissions through improving public
transport, encouraging alternative
transport modes, and locating
services where they are needed.

Active Travel
Strategy, DfT

2010

The strategy aims to: promote
better public health and well-being
by increasing levels of physical
activity, particularly among the
most inactive people in our society;
increase accessibility and reduce
congestion; and improve air quality
and reduce carbon emissions.

The Plan should consider emissions,
public health and well-being in
planning for infrastructure and
travel.

Transport
Investment
Strategy

2017

This strategy sets out the priorities
and approach for future transport
investment decisions

2018

The strategy sets out the ambition
for ultra-low emission cars by 2030,
a massive roll-out of infrastructure
to support electric vehicle
revolution.

Planning policies need to ensure
that new developments are in line
with the strategy.

2020

The principal purpose of the SRN is
to enable safe, reliable, predictable,
rapid, often long distance, journeys
of both people (whether as drivers
or passengers) and goods in
England between our:

Specific for Plan Area:

DfT
Road to Zero
DfT

Road Investment
Strategy 2 20202025
DoT

-

TRAVEL, TRANSPORT

Main centres of population.
Major ports, airports and rail
terminals.
Geographically peripheral
regions of England; and

“A27 East of Lewes Package –
improvements to the A27 between
Lewes and Eastbourne, including
improvements to junctions around
Eastbourne, dualling south of the
Polegate roundabout and new
facilities for cycling and walking.”
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-

Chief cross-border routes to
Scotland and Wales.

The Autonomous
and Electric
Vehicles Act

2018

The Future of
mobility: urban
strategy

2019

Sets out the principles that will
guide government’s response to
emerging transport technologies
and business models.

Inclusive
Transport Strategy

2018

The overall goal of the strategy is to
create a transport system that
offers equal access for disabled
passengers by 2030, with assistance
if physical infrastructure remains a
barrier.

2011

This plan (LTP) sets out the direction
on how ESCC will improve transport
and maintain roads between 20112026.

Objective (with spatial
consequences: by 2050 every car
and van to be a zero-emission
vehicle

DfT

East Sussex
County Council
Local Transport
Plan 3 2011-2026

A framework for growth of ULEVs.

Main roads, local roads, cycle paths,
rail, public and community
transport are treated.
Transport Strategy
for the South East.

2020

(TfSE)
(ESCC)

A New Transport
Vision for the
Sussex Coast

2017

(SCATE)
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The Strategy is prepared by the subnational transport body for the
South East.
The Strategy highlights that land
use planning and transport planning
must become more closely
integrated. It focuses on the
importance of more planning for
people and places over the life of
the Strategy to 2050.
The strategy will culminate in the
publication of an investment plan
for the South East in 2022.

New development may have impact
on the traffic movements.
Investment in roads or bus services
in some cases will also rely on
developer contributions.

It will be essential that the Local
Plan and the Local Transport Plan
are developed together to ensure a
consistent and integrated approach
to common objectives around
climate change, air quality, health,
accessibility, connectivity and place
shaping.

Highways England (HE) has been
developing a set of schemes,
predominantly focussed on highway
capacity improvements, which are
intended to address congestion and
safety problems on the route, and
support the growth of jobs and
homes. This report challenges the
focus on road building and presents
a broad range of options which
would deliver more progressive
outcomes for local communities.
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The NTS builds upon local context
and recognises that new homes and
jobs need to be provided in
locations that are served by
enhanced public transport, and
attractive walking and cycling
connections. This balanced
approach can help address the A27
problems in a way which supports
sustainable economic growth,
without the negative impact
associated with extensive new road
building
The ES Local
Cycling & Walking
Infrastructure Plan

2020

The East Sussex LCWIP sets out an
ambitious network of cycling and
walking routes and measures
integrated with existing cycling and
walking infrastructure, which we
have recently invested in, alongside
the wider transport network.

2018

Presenting the existing and
potential distribution of commuter
cycle trips and to inform which
investment locations could
represent best value for money for
cycling infrastructure. Analysis for
southern part of the District.

2018

The scope of the work was limited
to utility trips to work, education
and shopping of up to 5km. It does
not include consideration of leisure
trips outside the urban areas.

(2020-2030)
Consultation
document April
2020
Peacehaven
Newhaven
Seaford
Appendix 5A of
LCWIP,
consultation doc
Sustrans
Lewes LCWIP
Appendix 5B of
LCWIP
Sustrans

The document contains maps of the
transport network identifying roads,
railways, proposed cycling and
walking routes and contours.
Peacehaven and
Newhaven
Transport Advice

2012

TRAVEL, TRANSPORT

New housing in Peacehaven &
Newhaven: Impact on the A259
west of Peacehaven and on
Newhaven ring road, and
consequences for housing numbers.
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INFRASTRUCTURE
Title

Date

Purpose of the plan or
programme

The Community
Infrastructure
Levy Regulations
2010
(amendments
2014)

2010

Specifies who may charge CIL and
includes outline provision on other
aspects of the charge including how
liability to pay CIL is incurred,
how CIL is charged and collected
and the application of CIL to
infrastructure and enforcement

Growth and
Infrastructure Act

2013

The Act sets out a series of reforms
intended to reduce hampering
business investment, new
infrastructure and job creation.

Local planning authorities can be
designated as under-performing and
placed under special measures if
they fail to determine 30% or more
of the major applications they
handle within 13 weeks.

Infrastructure
Delivery Plan, LDC

2020

Setting out infrastructure
requirements across the District
covering: community infrastructure,
functionally essential infrastructure
and Green Infrastructure. Sets out
the need of physical, social and
environmental infrastructure to
enable future growth and
development.

The provision of necessary
infrastructure alongside new housing
and employment development is
required to create and maintain
sustainable communities.

LDC CIL Charging
Schedule

2015

The CIL Charging Schedule sets out
the charge per square metre that
applies to dwellings (C3 Use Class)
excluding residential apartments
and retail (A1- A5 Planning Class
Uses).

LDC Built Indoor
Facilities Strategy,
4global.

2020

Assessment of sports halls,
swimming pools, fitness centres
and indoor squash, tennis and
bowls for the entire district.

APPENDIX A: PPPPSI

Implications and considerations
for the Local Plan part 1

The NPPF requires local planning
authorities to work with other
authorities and providers to assess
the quality and capacity of
infrastructure for transport, water
supply, wastewater and its
treatment, energy,
telecommunications, utilities, waste,
health, social care, education, flood
risk and coastal change
management, and its ability to meet
forecast demands.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM
Title

Date

Purpose of the plan or
programme

Implications and considerations
for the Local Plan part 1

Industrial
Strategy: building
a Britain fit for the
future. DBE&IS

2017

Complementary to the 25 Year
Environment Plan, and aims to
making the economy future proof,
through: innovation, people,
infrastructure, places and the
business environment.

The Strategy may inspire the Local
Plan on issues as: investment in
people, infrastructure and business
environment

The Clean Growth
Strategy: Leading
the way to a low
carbon future’
DEFRA

2017

The Clean Growth Strategy also
announced the formation of a
Green Finance Taskforce to develop
ambitious proposals to further
accelerate investment that supports
clean growth.

The planning policies need to ensure
that new developments are energy
efficient and make maximum use of
low carbon heating.

Improving the energy efficiency of
homes and rolling out low carbon
heating will have to reduce 13% of
UK carbon emissions.
Ten Point Plan for
Green Industrial
Revolution

East Sussex
County Council
(2014), East Sussex
Growth Strategy

2020

2014

The plan focuses on increasing
ambition in the following areas:
•

advancing offshore wind

•

driving the growth of low
carbon hydrogen

•

delivering new and advanced
nuclear power

•

accelerating the shift to zero
emission vehicles

•

green public transport, cycling
and walking

•

‘jet zero’ and green ships

•

greener buildings

•

investing in carbon capture,
usage and storage

•

protecting our natural
environment

•

green finance and innovation

The Strategy is built around three
key pillars:
Business: Enabling business growth,
particularly of ‘high value’
businesses;

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
TOURISM

The local plan should ensure it
encourages and accompanies the
development in business, place and
people. Policies should not
detrimentally affect the current
progression and should seek to
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East Sussex
Economic
Development
Strategy 2012

2012

Place: A significantly valued asset to
the East Sussex economy;
People: Meeting the skills needs of
business and supporting residents
to reach their full potential.

continue the growth already taking
place.

The economic objectives outlined in
the EDS include:

Ensure plan aligns with economic
objectives set in EDS

▪

infrastructure (transport,
broadband and commercial
site development)

▪

sector growth,
development and
diversification

▪

improving skills and a more
inclusive workforce

▪

the visitor economy (rural
and coastal).

EU Structural &
Investment Funds
Plan – South East
Local Enterprise
Partnership

ongoing

Business-led, public/private body
established to drive economic
growth across East Sussex.

East Sussex Local
Economic
Assessment

2011

The LEA provides evidence of the
challenges that need to be
addressed to achieve a sustainable
growth path. The LEA informs the
Economic Development Strategy.

Innovate East
Sussex - ESCC

2014

Sets out a framework and goals to
achieve economic development
benefits and support the creation of
more efficient, responsive, costeffective services.

Markets and
Business Advice

2015

Results on a survey sample of 1000
local businesses, undertaken in
2014.

2016

The LSS play a role in informe the
C2C LEP’s priorities in the Strategic
Economic Plan and associated bids
to the Government’s Local Growth
Fund and Growth Deal.

ESCC – Economic
Development &
Skills Team
Coastal West
Sussex and
Greater Brighton
Strategic Planning
Board

The authors of the Local Plan can
take notice of the findings on
innovation set out in the report,
specifically in the theme of
Economic Development.

Strategic context for investment in
infrastructure and the regeneration
of the Enterprise Zone at Newhaven

Local Strategic
Statement
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Greater Brighton
City Deal

South East Local
Enterprise
Partnership
(SELEP)

Focusses on building onn Brighton
Tech cluster, enable growth across
areas outside Brighton and creation
of effective governance structures
for Greater Brighton.
2014

Growth Deal and
Strategic Economic
Plan

Established to provide the clear
vision and strategic leadership to
drive sustainable private sector-led
growth and job creation in the area.
LEPs were set up by the
government to be the key body
determining strategic economic
priorities while making investments
and delivering activities to drive
growth and create jobs.
Strategic relationship with Coast to
Capital Local Enterprise Partnership.

Smarter Faster
Together, towards
a local industrial
strategy.

2020

SELEP
School
Organisation Plan
ESCC

20192023

Economic Strategy Statement. To
improve the still challenging
workforce skill levels, and relatively
weak productivity. Making use of
the expanding university network.
The document contains information
on:
• The current pattern of school
provision across the county
• Forecasts of future school
numbers
• Our plans to meet the need for
additional places in areas of
growth
• Our plans to address the oversupply of places in areas with
falling rolls

Building a Brighter
Future, a
Regeneration
Strategy for Lewes
District 2012-2015

2015

The strategy is underpinned by the
following strategic priorities:
attracting investment, promoting
enterprise, inspiring learning,
welcoming visitors and
strengthening partnerships.

Lewes District
Shopping and
Town Centres
Study

2012

The purpose of this study is to
inform and guide retail planning and
development in the District and to
form a robust evidence base.

Lewes District
Hotel & Visitor
Accommodation
Futures,

2009

The study provides an assessment
of the potential for the future
development of hotels, guesthouses

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
TOURISM

The school organisation plan gives
insight in possible needs for
infrastructure investment.
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and other forms of serviced
accommodation in the district.

LDC

Lewes
Accommodation
Audit

2019

The ambition of the Audit was to
record all accommodation types.
Lewes’s caravan and camping sites
accommodate by far the largest
proportion of visitors with 3,638
bed spaces between them. Adding
glamping sites, which also offer
touring pitches, the total number of
bedspaces comes to 4,023

TSE Research

Welcoming
Visitors, Strategic
Tourism Vision &
Action Plan 20152018. LDC

2014

Sets out vision and strategic
principles, thematic action plan and
background and SWOT analysis.

Newhaven
Economic Profile

2017

This report provides an outline of
the town of Newhaven in relation to
its businesses, employment, skills
and population, highlighting the key
strengths and weaknesses in each
theme.

LEP Coast2capital
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INTRODUCTION

Availability of the information

DISTRICT
Data is not always available for the Plan Area: Lewes District outside the National Park. In this case, when
data is only available at district level, the data will include information on Lewes Town, Kingston, and
Ditchling with together an estimated population of 23,000. In the title of the table we put: DISTRICT.
WARDS
When data is available at ward level we exclude the following wards to present more accurately data for the
plan area.
- Ditchling and Westmeston
- Kingston
- Lewes Bridge
- Lewes Castle
- Lewes Priory
The wards Plumpton, Ringmer and Hamsey & Barcombe are both in and outside the National Park. We
included them in the plan area because the majority of the population is living outside the Park. By this the
parishes of Glynde, Firle, East Chiltington and Streat are included, which together have an estimated
population of 1,300. The parish of Hamsey is half within and half outside the Park. We include the parish
Hamsey within the Plan Area, because the majority of the population lives in Cooksbridge, outside the
National Park. In the title of the table we put: WARDS.
In 2019 the boundaries of wards was adjusted. All tables are based on the 2003 – 2019 boundaries of
wards.
LOWER LEVEL SUPER OUTPUT AREAS AND PARISHES
When data is available for Lower Super Output Areas we exclude the LSOAs which are in the Park. Then
Glynde, Firle, East Chiltington and Streat will be excluded as will be the above mentioned wards: Ditchling
and Westmeston, Kingston and Lewes Town. In the title of the table we put: LSOAs.

6

1.

CLIMATE CHANGE

1.1 TOTAL CARBON EMISSIONS BY SECTOR, 2013 - 2018 - DISTRICT
The dataset shows the total carbon dioxide emissions in kt. Land use and land use change and forestry
(LULUCF) activities produce as well as remove atmospheric CO2. Generally emissions are produced from soils
and liming of soils and are removed through forest growth.
The column chart below is based on the same data, but doesn’t show the totals.
2013
All sectors
Industry and Commercial
total
Domestic total
Road transport total
Land use total

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

484

440

425

407

390

382

129

114

101

88

83

80

207
171
-23

176
174
-23

171
177
-24

160
183
-24

150
183
-25

149
179
-25

250
200
150

industry and commercial
domestic

100

transport
land use

50
0
2013
-50

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

emissions in kt

Source: Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, published on ESiF.
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1.2 EMISSIONS PER CAPITA, 2013 – 2018 - DISTRICT
The dataset presents emissions of tonnes carbon dioxide per resident.
2013
All sectors
Industry and Commercial
total
Domestic total
Road transport total

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

4.9
1.3

4.4
1.1

4.2
1

4
0.9

3.8
0.8

3.7
0.8

2.1
1.7

1.7
1.7

1.7
1.8

1.6
1.8

1.5
1.8

1.4
1.7

Source: Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, published on ESiF

1.3 GAS AND ELECTRICITY CONSUMPTION, 2018 - DISTRICTS
This dataset shows the mean annual consumption in kilowatt hours (KWh)

Eastbourne
Hastings
Lewes
Rother
Wealden

6512
6162
6547
7108
6919

3286
3396
3909
4168
4556

38262
34056
34964
35105
30046

16150
13890
15406
24155
16373

11457
11569
12811
13907
14174

Source: Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Energy, published on ESiF.

1.4 EMISSIONS BY SDNP AND PLAN AREA, 2017

Source: LDC Carbon Emissions Analysis and Pathways, Anthesis, 2019

Non-domestic
consumers

Domestic
consumers

All consumers

Gas
Non-domestic
consumers

Domestic
consumers

All consumers

Electricity

375309
259506
300273
965603
216162
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1.5: DOMESTIC CONSUMPTION OF GAS AND ELECTRICITY, 2018 - WARDS
The figure shows the mean average domestic consumption in kilowatt hours (kWh) of domestic gas and
electricity consumption.

1.6 TOTAL REGISTER OF CARS COMPARED TO NUMBER OF REGISTERED ULEVS, 2018 DISTRICTS
The table shows the number of Ultra Low Emission Vehicles (ULEVs) compared to the total number of cars
registered.

Eastbourne
Hastings
Lewes
Rother
Wealden

Total of Registered Cars
(31st March 2018)

Number of Registered
ULEVs (31st March 2018)

46,304
39,145
51,498
52,776
95,795

113
100
213
177
384

% ULEVs

0.24
0.26
0.41
0.34
0.40
Source: Department for Transport: Vehicle Licensing Statistics, published in https://www.leweseastbourne.gov.uk/_resources/assets/inline/full/0/275421.pdf
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1.7 ULTRA-LOW EMISSION VEHICLES, 2015 – 2019 - DISTRICTS
This dataset shows the number of Ultra Low Emission Vehicles (ULEVs) licensed for use on UK roads for the 4th
trimester of each year. This is the sum of Battery Electric Vehicles (BEVs) and Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicles
(PHEVs).
Ultra-low emission vehicles (ULEVs) are vehicles that emit less than 75g of carbon dioxide (CO2) from the
tailpipe for every kilometre travelled.
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
Q4
Q4
Q4
Q4
Q4
Eastbourne
36
49
92
115
178
Hastings
49
73
98
117
141
Lewes
89
122
195
269
375
Rother
55
104
165
205
359
Wealden
129
240
352
513
715
Source: Department for Transport (DfT), published in ESiF.
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2.

FLOOD RISK

2.1 PLANNING APPLICATION APPROVED WITH OBJECTION FROM EA - DISTRICT
The table shows the number of planning application granted in contrary to the advice on the Environment
Agency flood defence grounds (fluvial & tidal).

Lewes

2015/2016

2016/2017

2017/2018

2018/2019

4

1

1

1

Source: EA, published in Authority Monitoring Report, LDC, 2019.
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3.

WATER QUALITY

3.1 RIVER WATER QUALITY IN 2013 - DISTRICT

England
East
Sussex
Lewes

Total

Ecological status

Biological status

km

% of total km
Moderate Poor

% of total km
Moderate
Poor

51328
677

51.9
58.3

23.3
25.4

23.2
26.9

28.7
29.9

not yet
assessed
20.5
11.9

79

19

81

7

81

12

Physico-Chemical
Status
% of total km
Moderate not yet
assessed
44.4
13.8
61.3
6.5

Source: Environment Agency. Published in ESiF.

3.2 BATHING WATER

Seaford
Saltdean

2016
excellent
excellent

2017
excellent
excellent

2018
excellent
excellent

2019
excellent
excellent

Source: Environment Agency, bathing water profile.

https://environment.data.gov.uk/bwq/profiles/profile.html?site=ukj2100-14800

89.8

10.2
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4.

AIR QUALITY

4.1 NUMBER OF AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT AREAS (AQMAS)
The table shows the number of the AQMAs in Lewes District outside the SDNP. The AQMA is situated in
Newhaven Town Centre.

Plan Area

2017

2018

2019

1

1

1

Source: LDC 2019 Air Quality Annual Status Report, published on: http://www.sussex-

air.net/ImprovingAQ/AQManagement/Reports.aspx?LA=Lewes

4.2 ANNUAL AVERAGE NO2-CONCENTRATION FOR NEWHAVEN, 2014 – 2018
Average Nitrogen dioxide concentration in μg/m3, in Newhaven Air Quality Management Area and Outside the
Air Quality Management Area.

AQMA

13

Newhaven outside AQMA

Source: LDC 2019 Air Quality Annual Status Report, published on: http://www.sussex-

air.net/ImprovingAQ/AQManagement/Reports.aspx?LA=Lewes

4.3 CONCENTRATION OF PARTICULATE MATTER, 2016 - 2018
Concentration of PM2,5 was not measured. The PM10 concentration is measured in Lewes Town only.

2.5

PM
PM10 in μg/m3

2016

2017

NA
18

NA
20

2018

NA
18
Source: LDC 2019 Air Quality Annual Status Report, published on: http://www.sussexair.net/ImprovingAQ/AQManagement/Reports.aspx?LA=Lewes
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5.

WASTE

5.1 HOUSEHOLD WASTE IN TONNES, 2013 -2019 - DISTRICT

East Sussex
Lewes

2013/14

2014/15

2015/16

2016/17

2017/18

2018/19

241113
29271

245062
29590

244942
29300

193194
29243

192951
29514

190326
31103

Source: Waste team, ESCC, published in ESiF.

5.2 HOUSEHOLD WASTE COLLECTED PER HEAD IN KG, 2013 – 2019 - DISTRICTS
2013/14
East Sussex
Eastbourne
Hastings
Lewes
Rother
Wealden

2014/15

2015/16

2016/17

2017/18

2018/19

453
365
350
295
371
383

449
369
341
290
382
374

352
369
329
288
384
375

349
360
326
289
379
377

343
334
327
303
371
368

451
359
332
294
389
373

Source: Waste Team, ESCC, published in ESiF.

5.3 HOUSEHOLD WASTE BEING RECYCLED OR COMPOSTED, 2013 – 2019 - DISTRICT
The dataset shows the percentage of household waste that is recycled or composted in tonnes.

East Sussex
Lewes

2013/14

2014/15

2015/16

2016/17

2017/18

2018/19

40.5
24.9

41.5
24.9

41.3
24.1

40.8
24.0

42.0
27.0

42.9
38.2

Source: Waste Team, ESCC, published in ESiF.

5.4 HOUSEHOLD WASTE GOING TO LANDFILL, 2013 – 2018 - DISTRICT
The dataset shows the percentage of household waste that is going to landfill in tonnes.
Years
East Sussex
Lewes

2013/14

2014/15

2015/16

2016/17

2017/18

2018/19

4.4
0.2

2.7
0

5
0

0.8
0

1.8
0.6

1.0
0.1

Source: Waste Team, ESCC, published in ESiF.
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6.

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

6.1 CONDITION OF SITES OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST , 2020 – PLAN AREA
Area in hectares
Plashet Park Wood
Chailey Common
Scaynes Hill
Brighton to Newhaven Cliffs

157.6
169
0.04
NA

Source: DEFRA, published on Magic Maps, 2020

Favourable condition

x
x

Unfavourable
recovering
x
x
x
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7.

LAND USE

7.1 PREVIOUSLY DEVELOPED LAND (PDL) IN 2009 - DISTRICTS
This dataset shows details about previously developed land, whether vacant, derelict or in a local plan or with
planning permission in hectares.
Previously
developed land
types
East Sussex
Eastbourne
Hastings
Lewes
Rother
Wealden

Total
previously
developed
land
287
26
33
54
88
87

All vacant
and derelict
land

All currently
in use

187
20
20
21
75
50

100
6
12
33
13
36

Source: National Land Use Database, published in ESiF.

7.2 ADDITIONAL HOMES BUILT ON PREVIOUSLY DEVELOPED LAND, 2014 – 2020 DISTRICTS
The dataset shows the number of completions on previously developed land.

Year
East Sussex
Eastbourne
Hastings
Lewes
Rother
Wealden

2014/15

2015/16

2016/17

2017/18

2018/19

2019/2020

895
160
159
246
152
178

1052
181
244
181
179
267

931
116
190
130
181
315

695
112
140
190
118
135

890
129
174
190
135
262

688
pm
pm
53
pm
pm

Source: ESCC Residential Monitoring Database, published in ESiF.
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8.

POPULATION

8.1 POPULATION ESTIMATE, 2018 – BASED ON LSOA DATA
This dataset shows the population estimate for 2018. The dataset is based on data of the LLSOAs. (Plumpton
without East Chiltington, Streat and St John without, and Ringmer without: Firle, Glynde and Beddingham.)
Lewes (incl SDNP)

102744

Lewes Plan Area

75768

Barcombe and Hamsey

2197

Chailey and Wivelsfield

5613

Newick

2515

Ouse Valley and Ringmer

3518

Plumpton

1104

Total northern part Plan Area

14947

Telscombe

7774

Newhaven

13014

Peacehaven

15499

Seaford

24534

Total southern part Plan Area

60821

Source: ONS, published in ESiF.

8.2 POPULATION GROWTH, 2008 – 2018
This dataset shows the population growth in a ten year period, based on population estimates for the Super
Output Areas.

England
East Sussex
Lewes (incl Park)
Lewes Plan Area

2008

2018

51815853
519197
95455
69862

55977178
554590
102744
75768

%
growth
8.0
6.8
7.6
8.5

Source: Mid-2008 and mid-2018 Year Population Estimates (MYE), ONS, published in ESiF.
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8.3 POPULATION PROJECTION, 2018 – 2033 - DISTRICT
This dataset shows the 2019-based [population projections (dwelling-led) for the period 2018 to 2033. They
are based on the 2018 data on population estimates, births, deaths and migration released by ONS in June
2019.
2018
2020
2023
2028
2033
East Sussex
Lewes

554,590
102,744

559,409
103,844

573,236
106,575

597,678
111,094

616,094
113,902

Source: ESCC, Research and Information Team, April 2020, published in ESiF.

Same data set, but now presented as percentages.

Aged 0 to 17
Aged 18 to 64
Aged 65 to 74
Aged 75+

2018

2033

19.5
54.9
13.2
12.3

17.3
51.3
14.9
16.5

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%

Aged 75+

50%

Aged 65 to 74

40%

Aged 18 to 64

30%

Aged 0 to 17

20%
10%
0%
2018

2033

Source: ESCC, Research and Information Team, April 2020, published in ESiF.
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8.4 NET INTERNAL MIGRATION BY AGE GROUP, 2015-2019 - DISTRICT
This dataset shows the net internal migration within the UK only, for Lewes including the Park.
2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

All ages

548

799

699

622

855

0-14

243

332

219

249

210

15-24

-272

-255

-210

-263

-180

25-44

305

431

366

284

409

45-64

187

215

236

178

266

65+

85

76

88

174

150

Source: ONS mid-year estimate, published in ESiF.

8.5 ESTIMATE OF MEDIAN POPULATON, 2017- WARDS
This dataset shows the median age in wards. Plumpton without East Chiltington, Streat and St John without,
and Ringmer without: Firle, Glynde and Beddingham.
Median age is the age that divides a population into two numerically equal groups – that is, half the people are
younger than this age and half are older. Median age provides a useful summary measure of the age structure
of the population.
70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0

Source ONS, published in ESIF.
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9.

HOUSING

9.1 ADDITIONAL HOMES BUILT, 2014 – 2019

The data is collected from East Sussex districts by the county council and may differ from completions data found
elsewhere (e.g. HDT) as it includes change of use and conversions. This table shows the total number

completed dwellings. Only net completions are shown. Net completions are the sum of new build completions,
minus any demolitions, plus any gains/losses through change of use or conversions. The figures for Lewes
outside the Park are taken from the Housing Delivery Test. This is not the sum of completions minus
demolition or change of use etc. Therefore, the numbers for completions of the Park cannot be calculated as a
result of ‘Lewes total’ minus ‘Lewes outside the Park’.
2015/16
East Sussex
Lewes
Plan Area*

2016/17

1509
286
257

1446
204
167

2017/18

2018/19

1316
337
285

2019/20

1734
324
311

1852
252
242

Source: ESCC development monitoring data, *)Source figures Lewes outside the park: LDC Housing Delivery Test.

9.2 AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMPLETIONS, 2014 – 2019 - PLAN AREA AND DISTRICTS
A. Numbers of completions of affordable housing

East Sussex
Lewes Plan Area

2015/16

2016/17

2017/18

2018/19

2019/20

308
22

281
15

226
67

295
30

468
66

Source: LDC data.

B. Affordable housing completions, percentage of total completions

East Sussex
Eastbourne
Hastings
Lewes
Rother
Wealden

2015/16

2016/17

2017/18

2018/19

2019/20

20.4
16.9
38.5
8.4
29.3
15.8

19.4
28.1
10.5
10.8
16.3
24.1

17.2
10.2
24.5
18.4
17.7
14.7

17
0
23.4
9.3
21.6
19.9

25.3
0
13.4
26.2
17.4
33.2

Source: ESCC development monitoring data
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9.3 TENURE OF HOUSEHOLDS, 2007 – 2017 - DISTRICT

9.4 HOUSEHOLD PROJECTIONS, 2018 – 2033 - DISTRICT
This dataset shows the 2018-based household projections (dwelling-led) for the period 2018 to 2033. These
projections are constrained to reflect the number of extra dwellings being planned for future years by local
authorities. They are also based on the 2018 data on population estimates, births, deaths and migration
released by ONS in June 2019.
2018
East Sussex
Lewes

245,528
44,432

2021
250,509
45,377

2024
259,392
46,977

Source: East Sussex County Council, Research and Information Team, April 2020

2027
268,392
48,603

2030
275,618
49,622

2033
283,141
50,920
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9.5 HOUSE PRICE TO EARNINGS RATIO, 2015 – 2019 - DISTRICT
This dataset shows the ratio of median house prices to median earnings, which give a measure of housing
affordability.

England
South East
East Sussex
Lewes

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

7.53
8.81
8.55
9.53

7.72
9.43
9.16
9.89

7.92
9.79
9.35
9.59

8.04
9.92
9.66
11.16

7.83
9.74
9.54
9.76

Source: ONS, published in ESiF.

9.6 HOUSEHOLDS ON THE WAITING LIST, 2013 – 2017 – DISTRICT.
This dataset shows the number of households on the local authority housing register.
2014
2015
2016
2017
England
East Sussex
Lewes

1368312
8559
1955

1240855
7731
1753

1183779
6733
1649

1157044
6184
1918

Source: Ministry of Housing, communities and Local Government (MHCLG), published in ESiF

9.7 HOMELESS HOUSEHOLDS ACCEPTED IN PRIORITY NEED EACH YEAR, 2013 – 2018 DISTRICT
This dataset shows the number of additional households who have been accepted by the Local authority as
homeless and in priority need for accommodation. It also shows the number of households in temporary
accommodation. Rates of homes households accepted, and in temporary accommodation per 1,000
households are given.
Homeless households
Households in temporary
accommodation
2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18
England
54430
57740
59100
57020
64710
71660
77220
79880
South
7314
7797
7927
7730
5921
7202
8084
8470
East
East
452
591
642
685
164
192
270
395
Sussex
Lewes
78
60
81
66
57
57
66
80
Source: Ministry of housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG), published in ESiF.
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10. DEPRIVATION AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION

10.1 WORKING AGE POPULATION CLAIMING OUT OF WORK BENEFITS 2014 -2019
Percentage of working age population (aged 16-64) who are claiming out of work benefits, this includes:
Jobseeker incapacity benefits, Income support, UC out of work and UC no work requirements groups.
2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

9.3
6.8
9.3
7.5
8.0

8.6
6.4
8.7
7.0
7.4

8.1
6.1
8.5
7.0
7.4

8.8
6.4
9.0
7.5
7.9

8.9
6.5
9.4
7.4
7.9

9.7
7.1
10
8.5

England
South East
East Sussex
Lewes District
Plan Area

*

Source: DWP StatXplore Benefit combination dataset, published on ESiF.
*Own calculation for plan area, no data available for 2019 population estimate.

10.2 WORKING AGE POPULATION CLAIMING ANY BENEFITS 2017-2019
Percentage of working age population (aged 16-64) who are claiming DWP benefits

England
South East
East Sussex
Lewes District
Plan Area

2017

2018

2019

16.3
12.8
16.8
15.1
15.9

16.4
12.8
17.4
15.1
15.8

17.3
13.5
18.0
16.1
*

Source: DWP StatXplore Benefit combination dataset, published on ESiF.
*Own calculation for plan area, no data available for 2019 population estimate.

10.3 HOUSEHOLDS IN FUEL POVERTY, 2014 -2018.
This dataset shows the estimated percentage of households living in fuel poverty, meaning that they find it
difficult to afford sufficient fuel to maintain a satisfactory heating regime.
2014
England
South East
East Sussex
Lewes District
Plan Area

10.6
8.4
9.1
8.3
7.8

2015
11.0
9.4
9.4
8.6
8.7

2016
11.1
9.1
9.7
9.0
8.9

Source: Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), published on ESiF
Estimated household size for plan area: same as for Lewes District.
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11. COMMUNITY, SAFETY AND HEALTH

11.1 SATISFACTION WITH THE LOCAL AREA AS A PLACE TO LIVE , 2017 - DISTRICTS
This dataset shows the percentage of respondents who are satisfied with the local area according to the 2017
Community Survey, commissioned by the ESCC Public Health Team.
Very
satisfied

East Sussex
Eastbourne
Hastings
Lewes
Rother
Wealden

Fairly
satisfied

41.3
41.9
28.8
42.3
46.5
44.4

43.6
44.9
48.8
41.4
41.3
42.5

Neither

Fairly
dissatisfied

Very
dissatisfied

4.9
4.9
6.5
5.7
3.4
4.3

2.2
1.6
3.3
2.5
2.1
2

8
6.7
12.6
8.2
6.7
6.8

Source: ESCC Community Survey 2017, Ipsos MORI, published on ESiF.

11.2 FEELING SAFE OUTSIDE, IN THE DAY AND AFTER DARK, 2017 - DISTRICT
Daytime

East
Sussex
Lewes

Very
safe
59.8

Fairly
safe
34.5

40

44.6

Neither safe nor
unsafe

Fairly
unsafe

Very
unsafe

4.3

1

0.4

10.7

3.9

0.8

After dark
Very
safe
East
Sussex
Lewes

Fairly
safe

Neither safe nor
unsafe

Fairly
unsafe

Very
unsafe

27

44

16.7

8.4

3.9

11

38.8

21.9

17.8

10.4

Source: ESCC Community Survey, 2017. Ipsos MORI.

11.3 POLICE RECORDED CRIME, 2013 – 2019 - DISTRICT
This dataset shows the rate of total recorded offences per 1,000 people living in the area.

England &Wales
South East
East Sussex
Lewes

2014/15

2015/16

2016/17

2017/18

2018/19

60.9
54
49.5
37.9

65.8
58.6
50.6
43

72.7
64.8
56.9
47

81.5
73.5
56.9
49.6

87.5
77.8
63
53.4

Source: Home Office, published on ESiF.
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11.4 ROAD CASUALTIES BY SEVERITY, 2017 -2019 - DISTRICTS
This dataset shows details of recorded casualties of road traffic accidents for districts in East Sussex.
2019
Fatal

All

Serious

casualties

Eastbourne
Hastings
Lewes
Rother
Wealden

238
294
333
396
538

2018
Fatal

All

Serious

casualties

2
5
6

40
65
78
84
127

234
236
337
352
565

2017
Fatal

All

Serious

casualties

4

33
53
77
70
101

3
4
10

286
251
308
358
615

3
3
2
18

38
41
56
82
127

Source: Sussex Safer Roads Partnership, published in ESiF.

11.5 LIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH BY GENDER, 1996/1998 - 2017/2019 - DISTRICT
The dataset shows the average number of years a new-born baby would survive if he/she experienced the
particular area’s specific mortality rates.

England
South
East
East
Sussex
Lewes

Males
Females
Males
Females
Males
Females
Males
Females

19961998
76.1
80.7
77
81.9

20062008
77.8
81.9
79
82.8
79.1
82.8
80.2
83.6

20122014
79.4
83.1
80.4
83.9
80.2
84
81
85.4

20142016
79.5
83.1
80.6
84
80.3
84
81.5
85.3

20162018
79.6
83.2
80.7
84.1
80.2
84
81.2
85.2

20172019
79.8
83.4
80.8
84.3
80.2
84.0
80.9
85.1

Source: ONS, published in ESiF.

11.6 LOW BIRTHWEIGHT RATES, 2014 – 2017 - DISTRICTS
The dataset shows the percentage of low birthweight of all live births. Low birthweight is classified as being
less than 2.5kg.

England and Wales
South East
East Sussex
Eastbourne
Hastings
Lewes
Rother
Wealden

2014

2015

2016

2017

7
6.2
6.1
6.3
6.3
6.4
7.1
4.9

7
6.2
5.8
7.1
6.8
5.1
5.6
4.3

7
6
5.9
6.2
6.5
6.3
6
5

7
6.1
6.2
4.4
7.8
7.2
6.1
5.5

Source: Office for National Statistics (ONS), Vital Statistics. Published in ESiF.
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11.7 DISABILITY PROJECTIONS (DWELLING -LED), 2020, 2025, 2030 - DISTRICT
The dataset shows the projected number and rate of people with disability for the district. The projections are
based on the 2017 mid-year population estimates released by the ONS in June 2018.

Number
2020
18,402
2,735
5,160
13,885

Overall disability
Sight disability
Hearing disability
Locomotor disability

2025
20,285
3,064
5,749
15,388

2030
22,050
3,451
6,358
16,908

Rates per 100 people
19.4
2.9
5.4
14.6

Overall disability
Sight disability
Hearing disability
Locomotor disability

20.2
3.1
5.7
15.3

21.5
3.4
6.2
16.5

Source: ESCC, Research and Information Team.

11.8 LEVELS OF ACTIVITY, 2016 AND 2019 - DISTRICTS
Dataset shows the level of activity of adults in percentages.

Year ending November 2016

Year ending Oktober 2019

Active

Fairly Active

Inactive

Active

Fairly Active

Inactive

150+ minutes
a week

30-149 minutes
a week

<30 minutes
a week

150+ minutes
a week

30-149 minutes
a week

<30 minutes
a week

Eastbourne

61.2%

12.8%

26.1%

63.5%

9.7%

26.8%

Hastings

68.0%

10.2%

21.8%

60.0%

13.9%

26.1%

Lewes

63.5%

13.4%

23.2%

66.9%

9.8%

23.3%

Rother

58.7%

12.2%

29.1%

56.3%

15.6%

28.1%

Wealden

68.6%

11.3%

20.2%

62.6%

12.6%

24.8%

Source: Active Lives Survey, Sport England. https://www.sportengland.org/know-your-audience/data/active-lives/activelives-data-tables
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11.9 EXCESS WEIGHT

2012/13-2014/15, IN PERCENTAGES - DISTRICTS

The dataset presents percentages of excess weight per age group.
Excess weight in:
Eastbourne
Hastings
Lewes
Rother
Wealden

4-5 year olds

10-11 year olds

adults

22
24
20
20
19

33
33
27
33
27

64.5
64.2
64.6
65.8
63.8

Source: Lewes District Based on the LA view of the JSNAA Scorecards 2017 East Sussex Public Health,

eastsussexjsna.org.uk
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12.

EDUCATION AND SKILLS

12.1 QUALIFICATION OF WORKING AGE POPULATION, 2019 - DISTRICTS
This dataset shows the percentage of people aged 16-64 by highest level of qualification.

Qualified to
No
qualifications
7.5
5.8
6.2
5.4
12.2
8.5
3
3.4

England
South East
East Sussex
Eastbourne
Hastings
Lewes
Rother
Wealden

at least
level 1
85.8
88.8
86.7
86
79
88.4
89.2
89.6

at least
level 2
75.7
79.1
73.7
69.3
68.3
81.3
74.3
75.1

at least
level 3
58.5
62.1
53.3
44.9
47.7
61.2
50.9
58.9

at least
level 4
40
43.4
35.6
32.7
38.4
39.7
24.8
39.3

Other
qualifications
6.7
5.4
7.1
8.7
8.8
3.1
7.8
7

Source: Annual Population Survey, Nomis/ONS, published on ESiF.

12.2 QUALIFICATION OF WORKING AGE POPULATION , 2011- WARDS

35
30
25
20
15
10

Source: Office for National Statistics (ONS) / Census 2011. Published in ESiF

Seaford West

Seaford South

Seaford North

Seaford East

Seaford Central

Plumpton

Peacehaven West

Peacehaven East

Peacehaven North

Ouse Valley and Ringmer

Newick

Newhaven Valley

Newhaven Denton and Meeching

East Saltdean and Telscombe Cliffs

Chailey and Wivelsfield

Highest level of qualification:
Level 1

Barcombe and Hamsey

0
Lewes

No qualifications

England and Wales

5
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13.

ACCESS TO SERVICES

13.1 ACCESS TO PRIMARY SCHOOLS, 2017 - WARDS
This dataset shows the percentage of children who have access to a primary school within 15 minutes. Data
are presented for all wards, except for Plumpton where this is presented for only the area outside the SDNP.

Lewes
Barcombe and Hamsey
Chailey and Wivelsfield
East Saltdean and Telscombe Cliffs
Newhaven Denton and Meeching
Newhaven Valley
Newick
Ouse Valley and Ringmer
Peacehaven East
Peacehaven North
Peacehaven West
Plumpton
Seaford Central
Seaford East
Seaford North
Seaford South
Seaford West

Public
transport/walk
81.5
81
73.8
71
95
100
92.5
69.3
2.3
100
100
100
94.2
89.1
100
100
31.6

Source: Department for Transport, Journey time statistics, 2017, published in ESiF.

Cycle

Car
96.9
100
72.5
100
100
100
100
96.3
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
88.1

100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
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13.2 ACCESS TO SECONDARY SCHOOLS, 2017 - WARDS
This dataset shows the percentage of children who have access to a secondary school within 15 minutes. Data
are presented for the wards outside the SDNP.
15 minutes

Barcombe and Hamsey
Chailey and Wivelsfield
East Saltdean and Telscombe
Cliffs
Newhaven Denton and
Meeching
Newhaven Valley
Newick
Ouse Valley and Ringmer
Peacehaven East
Peacehaven North
Peacehaven West
Plumpton
Seaford Central
Seaford East
Seaford North
Seaford South
Seaford West

30 minutes

Public
transport/walk
0
26.6
4.6

Cycle

Car

0
18.4
61.7

76.7
92.3
88.2

80.1

100

100

82.9
0
67.8
34.2
72.7
92.3
7.3
17.3
58.5
0
77.6
5.5

100
0
88.1
100
100
100
7.3
89.2
100
100
100
11

100
44.5
94.5
100
100
100
74.3
100
100
100
100
100

Source: Department for Transport, Journey time statistics, 2017, published in ESiF.

Public
transport/walk
27
67.8

Cycle
63.5
100

100

100

100

100
100
94.8
100
100
100
100
80.7
100
100
100
100
95.6

100
100
100
94.5
100
100
100
83.5
100
100
100
100
100

100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100

Car
100
100
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13.3 ACCESS TO A TOWN CENTRE, 2017 - WARDS
The percentage of households who have access to town centres within 15 minutes.
15 minutes

Barcombe and Hamsey
Chailey and Wivelsfield
East Saltdean and Telscombe
Cliffs
Newhaven Denton and
Meeching
Newhaven Valley
Newick
Ouse Valley and Ringmer
Peacehaven East
Peacehaven North
Peacehaven West
Plumpton
Seaford Central
Seaford East
Seaford North
Seaford South
Seaford West

Public
transport/walk
0
0
0

30 minutes

Cycle

Car

0
10.2
0

29.9
39.4
0

63.2

93.3

100

100
0
0
5.4
0
13.5
0
94.3
29.8
29.9
90.8
56

100
0
8.3
5.4
0
0
0
100
87.8
100
100
75.8

100
40.7
82.9
100
0
45.2
7.6
100
100
100
100
100

Source: Department for Transport, Journey time statistics, 2017.

Public
transport/walk
48.1
83.1

Cycle
29.9
39.4

87.7

61.2

100

100
100
77.9
86.7
100
100
100
69.7
100
100
100
100
100

100
100
0
82
100
100
100
7.6
100
100
100
100
100

100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100

Car
100
100

32

13.4 ACCESS TO HOSPITALS WITHIN 30 MINUTES , 2017 - WARDS

Barcombe and Hamsey
Chailey and Wivelsfield
East Saltdean and Telscombe Cliffs
Newhaven Denton and Meeching
Newhaven Valley
Newick
Ouse Valley and Ringmer
Peacehaven East
Peacehaven North
Peacehaven West
Plumpton
Seaford Central
Seaford East
Seaford North
Seaford South
Seaford West
Source: Department for Transport, published in ESiF.

Public
transport/walk
83.2
83.1
71.4
0
0
52.9
12.2
20
6.7
51.1
69.7
0
0
0
0
0

Cycle

Car
46.3
39.4
0
0
0
0
30.1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
67
100
100
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14. ACCESS TO OPEN SPACES AND PLAYING PITCHES

14.1 QUANTITY PROVISION OF OPEN SPACES COMPARED TO STANDARDS, LEWES
DISTRICT, 2020 - DISTRICT
The dataset shows the results of comparison of provision of 2018 and future (2030) provision per 1,000
population of all typologies of open spaces in the district. The surplus or deficiency is calculated comparing
these provisions with standard provisions.

Open Space
Typology

Area
(ha)

Ha per
1,000
population

Current
Surplus /
Deficiency

(2018)

Ha per
1,000
population

Future
Surplus /
Deficiency

(2030)

Allotments,
Community
Gardens and City
Farms
Amenity
Greenspace

17.44

0.17

-0.03

0.16

-0.04

64.52

0.63

0.03

0.58

-0.02

Cemeteries and
Religious
Grounds

27.60

0.27

No Standard

0.25

Civic Spaces and
Market Squares

0.12

0.001

No Standard

0.001

No Standard

Green Corridor /
Cycleways

7.13

0.07

No Standard

0.06

No Standard

Institutional
Grounds

103.45

1.0

No Standard

0.93

No Standard

Natural and SemiNatural
Greenspace

547.86

5.31

3.31

4.94

2.94

Outdoor Sports
Facilities

340.14

3.30

No Standard

3.07

No Standard

Parks and
Gardens

79.10

0.77

-0.03

0.71

-0.09

Provisions for
Children and
Young People

1.77

0.06

-0.19

0.06

-0.19

11.57

3.08

21.26

2.73

Total

No
Standard

(+4.99)
1189.14

Source: TEP, Lewes District Council Open Space Strategy, 2020.
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14.2 QUALITY OF OPEN SPACES IN LEWES DISTRICT, 2020.
The open space quality assessment is based on site audits aligned to the Green Flag Award assessment. The
Green Flag Award is advocated by Fields in Trust (FiT). Criteria for quality: welcoming place, healthy, safe &
secure, and maintenance & clean. Not all typologies are assessed: allotments, civic spaces and institutional
grounds were excluded. Not all spaces were assessed.

Open Space
Typology

Total
number

Average
score

% Quality split
(based on assessment of a sample)
poor

Amenity
Greenspace

195

Cemeteries and
Religious Grounds

57

Green Corridor /
Cycleways

13

Natural and SemiNatural Greenspace

47

Outdoor Sports
Facilities

37

Parks and Gardens

37

67

fair

good

very
good

excellent

12

44

22

18

0

13

25

38

13

13

0

80

20

0

0

6

60

33

0

0

11

44

33

11

0

17

31

31

20

0

33

66

0

0

0

fair
72
good
63
fair
64
fair
71
fair
68
fair

Provisions for
Children and Young
People

49

54
fair

Source: TEP, Lewes District Council Open Space Strategy, own summary.
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14.3 PROVISION OF PLAYING PITCHES, DISTRICT, 2019.
The dataset shows the results of the assessment of the playing pitch provision for 2018 and future (2030).
Demand is based on actual demand including latent demand. The capacity of the provision is based on its
quality. Sport England methodology is applied for the assessment.

Sports

Provision compared to current demand

Provision compared to
future demand?

There is:
There will be a deficit for
- a small amount of spare capacity Adult,
Youth 11v11 and Mini 5v5
- a higher level of spare capacity for Youth 9v9
football.
and Mini 7v7 football, and
- a deficit of provision for Youth 11v11 and Mini The only pitch typology with
5v5 football.
an identified surplus of
The Coastal Band sub-area shows a significant
provision is Youth 9v9.
deficit for Youth 11v11 provision
All AGPs are well utilised with minimal available
There is a significant deficit
AGP*
pitch capacity remaining.
for secured provision
Both the Football Foundation and England
equating to 3 full sized 3G
Hockey have identified further facilities are
AGPs
required (2x full sized 3G and 1x full sized sand
AGP).
There is a large amount of spare capacity
Utilising artificial pitches to
Cricket
assuming that clubs utilise the high level of
accommodate junior
artificial provision in the area.
demand, there will be
If only grass wickets are taken into consideration, sufficient capacity.
there is a deficit.
There is a large deficit at club sites. Improving
Deficit likely to increase
Rugby
maintenance, drainage or ancillary facilities can
further.
reduce this deficit.
Provision in Lewes (town) has no spare capacity
Deficit will worsen.
Hockey
during peak times and is heavily used during the
week.
This level of provision is enough to meet current
The track has the potential
Athletics
demand.
for future (increased) use.
Source: 4global, Lewes District Council Playing Pitch Assessment, own summary.

Football

*) Artificial Grass Pitch
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15.

ECONOMIC GROWTH

15.1 GROSS VALUE ADDED PER HEAD IN £, 2008 – 2018 - DISTRICT
The dataset shows Gross Value Added (GVA) per head. GVA is a measure of the foods and services produced in
the economy, minus bought in materials and services.

Source: ONS, published in ESiF.
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15.2 BUSINESS ENTERPRISES BY INDUSTRY GROUP, 2019 - DISTRICT
This dataset shows the number and percentage of business enterprises by industry group, as defined by the UK
Standard Industrial Classification of Economic Activities UK SIC (2007).
Lewes
4400

Total

Health

Arts, entertainment, recreation & other services

100
4.2 5.5 12.7
2.8 3.9 7.7
4.2
5.5
8.9 2.3 3.8 17.9 8.7 0.3
England
6.1 5.8 15.7
3.1 3.5 7.2
1.9
6.2
7.2 1.6 3.5 16.6 8.2 0.3
East Sussex 100
0.8 4.7 15.3
3.1 2.9 8.2
2
9.1
6.7 2.3 4.2 14.8 9.1
0
Eastbourne 100
100
1.1 6.3 17.9
2.5 3.3 8.7
2.4
9.9
6.3 1.4 3.8 13.7 7.4 0.2
Hastings
100
4.2 6.7 14.7
2.6 3.5 7.2
2.2
4.7
8.3 1.6 3.4 19.1 7.7 0.3
Lewes
100 10.1 5.4 15.5
3.4
3 7.9
2
7.1
6 1.4 3.1 15.1 7.9 0.6
Rother
100
8.8
5.8
15.8
3.5
4
6.1
1.5
4.1
7.7
1.6 3.4 17.5 8.5 0.4
Wealden
Source: Office for National Statistics (ONS)/Inter Departmental Business Register (IDBR). Published in ESiF.

Education

Public administration & defence

Business administration & support services

Professional, scientific & technical

Property

Finance & insurance

Information & communication

Accommodation & food services

Transport & storage (inc postal)

Retail

Wholesale

Motor trades

Construction

Production

Agriculture, forestry & fishing

total

185
Agriculture, forestry & fishing
295
Production
645
Construction
115
Motor trades
155
Wholesale
315
Retail
95
Transport & storage (incl. postal)
205
Accommodation & food services
365
Information & communication
70
Finance & insurance
150
Property
840
Professional, scientific & technical
340
Business administration & support services
15
Public administration & defence
95
Education
160
Health
355
Arts, entertainment, recreation & other services
Source: Office for National Statistics (ONS)/Inter Departmental Business Register (IDBR).

1.7

3.7

6.4

1.9

4

7.1

2

6.7

8

1.8

5.2

8

2.2

3.6

8.1

1.6

3.7

6.4

1.9

3.1

6.4
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25
20
15
10
5

England

0

East Sussex
Lewes

Source: chart based on table 15.2 b

2012
2013
2014
2015
2016

3040
3080
3120
3220
3260

60916
62297
64226
63991
64378

Rateable value - £s per sq.
m

Floor space in sq. m (000s)

Rateable value - £s (000s)

Year

Number of hereditaments

15.3 BUSINESS FLOOR SPACE AND RATEABLE VALUE, 2012 -2016, LEWES DISTRICT

676
676
655
653
653

Source: Valuation Office Agency (VOA), published in ESiF.

70
69
71
71
71
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15.4 LOCAL BUSINESS UNITS BY SIZE OF BUSINESS, 2019 - DISTRICTS
This dataset shows the number of local business units categorised by the size of the business in terms of the
number of people employed.
Total

Eastbourne
Hastings
Lewes
Rother
Wealden

Micro (0
to 9)

3810
3345
5015
4635
9300

3120
2760
4325
4070
8245

Small
(10 to
49)

Mediumsized (50
to 249)

555
480
580
485
920

Large
(250+)

120
100
100
80
130

15
10
10
0
5

Source: Office for National Statistics (ONS)/Inter Departmental Business Register (IDBR). Published in ESiF.

15.5 BUSINESS DEMOGRAPHY, 2010-2018 - DISTRICTS
This dataset shows the number active business enterprises in the year.
2010
Eastbourne
Hastings
Lewes
Rother
Wealden

3185
2755
4235
3930
8125

2012
3100
2735
4110
3870
7900

2014
3220
2810
4315
4100
8075

2016
3445
3075
4580
4145
8635

2018
3530
3090
4645
4155
8565

Source: Office for National Statistics Business Demography tables, published in ESiF.
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16. EMPLOYMENT

16.1 ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE AND INACTIVE POPULATION, 2019 - DISTRICT

Economically inactive

Economically inactive - do
not want a job

76

64.6

11.1

4

20.8

79.1

20.9

82

79.5

66.7

12.5

3.1

18

76.7

23.3

East Sussex

79.6

77

60.8

16.1

3.3

20.4

76.9

23.1

Lewes

76.2

73

56.4

16.6

4.2

23.8

82.1

17.9

England
South East

In employment

Unemployed

Self-employed

79.2

Economically active

Employees

Economically inactive - want
a job

This dataset shows economic activity and inactivity in the working age population, according to the results of the
Annual Population Survey.

Source: Annual Population Survey/Labour Force Survey, NOMIS/ONS, published on ESiF.

16.2 UNEMPLOYMENT ESTIMATES, 2015 – 2019- DISTRICT
This dataset shows estimates of unemployment and the proportion of all economically active people who are
unemployed, using the International Labour Organisation (ILO) definition.
2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

England

5.1

4.8

4.4

4.1

3.9

East Sussex

4.2

4.7

3.3

2.8

3.1

5

3.9

2.8

3.2

3.7

Lewes

Source: Model-based estimates of unemployment, Nomis/ONS, published on ESiF.

41

16.3 AVERAGE WEEKLY HOUSEHOLD INCOME, 2013/2014 – 2017/2018 - DISTRICTS

Net income (£)
2013/14
642
612
556
672
582
738
638

East Sussex
Eastbourne
Hastings
Lewes (incl Park)
Rother
Wealden
Lewes Plan Area

2015/16
652
607
565
681
645
726
656

Net income (equivalised) after
housing costs (£)
2017/18
633
595
577
675
579
702
645

2013/14
562
531
486
595
546
624
569

2015/16
554
500
451
585
561
631
558

2017/18
552
515
474
587
542
610
558

Source: Office for National Statistics (ONS), published on ESiF.

16.4 AVERAGE (MEDIAN) EARNINGS WORKPLACE -BASED, 2014 – 2019 - DISTRICTS
Median pay is determined by ranking all wages in descending order. The median is the mid-point of this
ranking with 50% of employees earning below this figure and 50% earning above.

England

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019

All
people
509
514
533
546
564
581

East Sussex
Male
616
622
643
657
680
695

Female
399
404
419
431
444
464

All
people
401
412
430
439
449
467

Lewes District

Male
475
493
514
498
518
552

Source: ONS, Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings, published on ESiF.

Female
341
347
359
390
391
400

All
people
408
403
394
465
484
476

Male
452
495
464
508
571
611

Female
369
336
338
434
409
367
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16.5 COVID-19 ECONOMIC VULNERABILITY INDEX, 2020 - DISTRICTS
This dataset shows the number and percentage of jobs and employees which are at risk as a result of the
Coronavirus crisis. The data is made up of two measures from OCSI's suite of Covid-19 vulnerability indices. In
May 2020, OCSI produced a variety of indicators measuring vulnerability to the effects of the Coronavirus crisis
among different groups, including demographic, health and economic indicators, with data at middle layer
super output area (MSOA) level.
Number
Eastbourne
Hastings
Lewes
Rother
Wealden

Jobs
8891
6877
7199
6825
12512

Employees
10469
9204
9959
8442
15805

Rate
Jobs
26.3
25.9
25.4
26.2
25.8

Employees
25
25.2
24.8
29.1
28.1

Source: Oxford Consultants for Social Inclusions (OCSI)/Office for National Statistics (ONS)/Census 2011 (using
methodology developed by RSA), published in ESiF.
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17.

TRAVEL TO WORK AND TRANSPORT

17.1 RESIDENTS BY DISTANCE TRAVELLED TO WORK IN 2011
The dataset shows the number (above) and the percentage (below) of all people aged 16-and over who are in employment
by the distance travelled to get work from the 2011 Census. It includes those residents who work outside the area, but
does not include those who work in the area but live outside the county.

England and
Wales
East Sussex
Lewes District
Plan Area

East Sussex
Lewes District
Plan Area

All people in
employment

Work
mainly at
or from
home

Less than
10km

10km to
less than
30km

30km and
over

Other

26681,568

2778,019

13910,894

5618,977

2126,174

2247,504

241,553
46,016
33,326

34,026
6,481
4,175

105,970
17,256
12,603

47,916
12,582
9,626

28,475
5,135
3,507

25,166
4,562
3,415

All people in
employment

Work
mainly at or
from home

Less than
10km

10km to
less than
30km

30km
and over

Other

100
100
100

14
14
13

44
38
38

20
27
29

12
11
11

10
10
10

Source: ONS, 2011 Census, published in ESiF.
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17.2 RESIDENTS BY MODE OF TRAVEL TO WORK IN 2011 – PARISHES AND TOWNS
This dataset shows the percentage of all people aged 16 and above who are in employment by modes of
transport used to get to work from the 2011 Census. Data are presented for the parishes outside the National
Park; the Total Plan Area is the sum of only these parishes.

Work
mainly
at or
from
home
East Sussex
Lewes District
Barcombe
Chailey
Hamsey
Newhaven
Newick
Peacehaven
Plumpton
Ringmer
Seaford
Telscombe
Wivelsfield
Total Plan Area

Public
transport

7.9
8
12.7
12.7
12.6
3.8
11.2
4.8
10.8
8.1
7
7
8.2
6.8

11.4
16
10.4
11.7
17.5
14.4
11.8
18.9
17
10.5
14.4
19.3
13.7
15.3

Private
vehicle

Foot or
cycle

66.8
62.6
67.5
70.5
60.5
65.6
69.9
67.7
58.4
71.6
66.8
67.4
71.5
67.3

Other
method
of travel
to work

13.3
12.8
8.8
4.6
9.4
15.7
6.8
8.2
13.1
9.4
11.3
5.5
5.8
10.1

0.6
0.6
0.7
0.4
0
0.5
0.3
0.4
0.7
0.5
0.5
0.8
0.7
0.5

Source: ONS, Census 2011, published in ESiF.

17.3 RESIDENTS COMMUTING FLOWS IN 2011 - DISTRICT
The dataset shows the number of people commuting into and out of East Sussex and into and out of Lewes District. The net
commuting flow is the result of in and out going commuters. A negative number indicates more workers travelling out of
the area to work.

Commuting
flow
East Sussex
Lewes
District

Live and work
in district

Outcommuters

164607
21339

Source: ONS, Census 2011, published in ESiF.

-50450
-19823

Incommuters
19641
14360

Net
commuting
-30809
-5463
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18.

TRANSPORT

18.1 LICENSED VEHICLES BY VEHICLE TYPE IN 2019 - DISTRICT
This dataset shows the number and percentage of licensed vehicles by vehicle body type.
number

percentage

All
vehicles
East
Sussex
Lewes
District

All
vehicles

Cars

Motorcycles

Light
goods

Heavy
goods

351239

100

82.1

4.1

11.1

0.7

Buses
and
coaches
0.3

61584

100

82.4

4

10.9

0.8

0.4

Other
vehicles

Source: Department for Transport (DfT), published in ESiF.

18.2 WALKING AND CYCLING, 2018 - DISTRICTS
This dataset shows the percentage of adults aged over 16 who walk or cycle for at least 10 minutes.
Cycle

Eastbourne
Hastings
Lewes
Rother
Wealden

1 x per
month
12.3
9.7
16.7
10.9
14.2

Walk (at least 10 minutes)
1 x per
week
9.1
7.1
11.5
6.9
8

3 x per
week
5.9
3.3
6.1
4.1
2.3

Source: Department for Transport (DfT), published in ESiF.

5 x per
week
4.2
1.6
3.1
2.5
1.4

1 x per
month
79
78.3
78.8
78
79.1

1 x per
week
71.3
69.4
70.8
68.4
67.6

3 x per
week
48
42.2
48
38.7
42

5 x per
week
35.3
31.5
36.1
28.1
30.7

1.7
1.6
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19. TOURISM

19.1 VISITOR ECONOMY INDICATORS, 2016 – 2018 - DISTRICT
The table shows the number of visitors to the district (incl. Park) and the number of jobs in the tourism sector
for the district as a whole.
2016
Number of day
visitors to the district
Number of jobs in the
tourism sector

2017

2018

3.200,000

3,106,000

3,010,000

4,119

No data available

3,179

Source: Tourism South East, published in Authority Monitoring Report LDC. 2019.

47

20. INFRASTRUCTURE

20.1 AMOUNTS OF CIL FUNDS RECEIVED 2016 – 2019
2016/2017
Amounts of CIL funds received
per annum,

£ 136,149.33

2017/2018
£2,667,786.93

Source: LDC, published in LDC AMR 2019

20.2 NUMBER OF SCHOOLS, 2019

Newhaven
Peacehaven
Seaford
Villages northern
part of the district
Lewes town
Villages in the park

primary
4
3
4
7
5
3

secondary
1
1
1
2
1
-

Source: Information from School organisation Plan 2019-2023, ESCC.

Chailey, Ringmer

2018/2019
£1,183,301.60
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20.3 BROADBAND SPEED, DISTRICT, 2021
The map presents the broadband speed for postcode areas of the Openreach VDSL2/FTTP network.
0 – 3.9 Mbit/sec
4 – 23 Mbit/sec
24 Mbit/sec or more

Source: https://labs.thinkbroadband.com/local/broadband-map#11/50.8926/0.1552/openreach/countyfibre/

Appendix 3: Requirements of the SEA
Regulations
The Sustainability Appraisal must incorporate the requirements of the ‘Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 20041’, to ensure that the
potential environmental effects are given full consideration alongside social and
economic issues. In the Planning Practice Guidance 2 a checklist for incorporation of
the SEA in the SA is published.
Report requirements

1
2

Section of this Scoping Report

a) An outline of the contents, main
objectives of the plan or programme and
relationship with other relevant plans and
programmes

Section 3

b) The relevant aspects of the current state
of the environment and the likely
evolution thereof without implementation
of the plan or programme

Section 4

c) The environmental characteristics of
areas likely to be significantly affected

Section 4 – Environmental
Characteristics

d) Any existing environmental problems
which are relevant to the plan or
programme including, in particular, those
relating to any areas of a particular
environmental importance, such as areas
designated pursuant to Directives
79/409/EEC (The Birds Directive) and
92/43/EEC (The Habitats Directive)

Section 4 - Biodiversity-

e) The environmental protection objectives,
established at international , Community
or Member State level, which are relevant
to the plan or programme and the way
those objectives and any environmental
considerations have been taken into
account during its preparation

Section 3
Section 5
Section 6

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/regulation/12/made
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal

Appendix 3

f) The likely significant effects on the
environment, including on issues such as
biodiversity, population, human health,
fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic
factors, material assets, cultural heritage
including architectural and archaeological
heritage, landscape and the
interrelationship between the above
factors

To follow in SA

g) The measures envisaged to prevent,
reduce and as fully as possible offset any
significant adverse effects on the
environment of implementing the plan or
programme

To follow in SA

h) An outline of the reasons for selecting the
alternatives dealt with, and a description
of how the assessment was undertaken
including any difficulties (such as
technical deficiencies or lack of knowhow) encountered in compiling the
required information

To follow in SA

i)

A description of the measures envisaged
concerning monitoring in accordance
with regulation 17.

To follow in SA

j)

A non-technical summary of the
information provided under the above
headings.

To follow in SA

Appendix 3

Appendix 4: Information on the Indicators
Data quality
1
Good quality local data, recent measurement and
historical trend
2
Local for data for recent period only (i.e. no trend)
3
Data for other geographical areas
No local data (yet)

1. Energy and Waste
To address the causes of Climate Change by promoting and supporting the zero carbon objective.
Indicator
Source
Published on
ESiF / nomis/ AMR
Mean average gas and electricity
Department for Business, Energy &
ESiF
consumption per user
Industrial Strategy
Number of approved planning
applications for standalone renewable
energy and the (increase of) total
installed capacity
Carbon dioxide emissions per sector
Department for Business, Energy &
ESiF
Industrial Strategy
Domestic waste produced per head of ESCC
ESiF
population
Percentage of waste that is recycled
ESCC
ESiF
or reused
Amount of total waste going to
ESCC
ESiF
landfill/incineration
Amount of construction waste
ESCC

Data
quality

Commentary

1
New indicator

1
1
1
1

2. Flooding, Erosion, Drought
To reduce the risk to people, properties, and the environment of flooding from all sources, and of coastal erosion.
To reduce heat stress, drought and water scarcity in dry seasons..

Indicator

Source

Number of new developments with
sustainable drainage systems
Number of new developments aiming
for a water use of 100litres/per person
per day
Number of planning applications
granted contrary to the advice on the
Environment Agency flood defence
grounds (fluvial)

LDC own data gathering.

Published on
ESiF / nomis/ AMR
AMR

Data
quality

Commentary

LDC own data gathering (?)

AMR
1

3. Quality environment
To improve the quality of the environment by reducing air, water, soil and noise pollution.

Indicator

Source

Annual mean for NO2 (Nitrogen
Dioxide) concentrations and for PM2.5
(Particulate Matter)

LAQM Status Report, DEFRA.

Published on
ESiF / nomis/ AMR

Data
quality

1

Commentary
LDC needs to prepare an Air
Quality Status Report (ASR) in
fulfilment of Part IV of the
Environment Act 1995.
The report also has data on
PM10.

Progress against Air Quality Action
Plan for the area

LAQM Status Report, DEFRA

Waterways of good chemical and
biological water quality
Compliance with Bathing Waters
Regulation 2013

Environment Agency

ESiF

Environment Agency
Bathing Water Quality, EA,

On ESiF only for
County, on the EA
site the Lewes data

1

https://environment.data.gov.uk/bwq/profiles/

1
2/3

No yearly assessment.
Data for East Sussex. All
excellent and good.
Data from 2017.

Area of contaminated
land remediated

4. Biodiversity
To protect and enhance biodiversity and the networks of biodiversity, and achieve net gains for biodiversity.

Indicator

Source

Condition of SSSI units

Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre

Published on
ESiF / nomis/ AMR
AMR

Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre

AMR

Planning applications affecting
designated sites and ancient
woodland and waterway.

Commentary

1
Reports on waterways?
1
Green corridors need to
be defined first.
New indicator

Planning applications affecting green
corridors (see below Nature Recovery
Network).
Compliance with the DEFRA-metric
for net gains on biodiversity

Data
quality

DEFRA-metric.

In development.
New indicator.

5. Green infrastructure
To protect and enhance green infrastructure, and improve outdoor recreation and the access to nature.

Indicator

Source

Provision and accessibility of green
space, river ways and open spaces
Planning application affecting the
Nature Recovery Network.

Number of planning applications
negatively impacting on provision and
accessibility of parks & gardens,
children’s play areas and sport
pitches.
Net change of Rights of Way
Percentage of development using CIL
(and S106) contribution to green and
blue infrastructure.

Published on
ESiF / nomis/ AMR
LDC Open Space
Assessment

Data
Commentary
quality
2
Strategies for Nature
Recovery Network will be
developed, this will include
a monitoring tool.
New indicator

LDC own data gathering.

Not available, will be
included in CIL reporting

6. Landscape and Historic Environment
To protect, and enhance the intrinsic character and visual amenity of landscapes / townscapes and to protect and enhance archaeological,
historical and cultural heritage and their settings.

Indicator

Source

Published on
ESiF / nomis/ AMR

Data
Commentary
quality

Number of listed buildings and
number of listed buildings on the at
risk register
Number of Conservation Areas and
Archaeological sites
Number of planning applications
refused due to impact on the
Landscape or Historic Environment
Number of dwellings on brownfield

Heritage at Risk, South East
Register 2018
ESCC, HER
ESCC - HER

1
1

LDC own data gathering.

LDC own data gathering.

New indicator

AMR

7. Housing
To provide affordable, environmentally sound and good quality housing of types and sizes that meets the needs of the community. To
improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of previously developed land.
Indicator

Source

Published on
ESiF / nomis/
AMR
ESiF

Number of households considered
homeless
Households on housing needs
register

Ministry of Housing, Communities
and Local Government
Ministry of Housing, Communities
and Local Government

House prices to earnings ratio

ONS

ESiF

Net housing completions per
annum and compared to target
Net affordable housing completions
per annum

LDC

AMR

LDC

AMR

Data
quality

Commentary

1

ESiF
1/3
1
1
1

Difficulty to compare yearly
trends, because of changes in
the requirements to register.

Percentage of compliance to
sustainability checklist.
Square metres of development on
brownfield land / Percentage of new
homes built on previously
developed land

LDC

AMR

LDC

AMR

Sustainability checklist is
developed in 2020.

2

1

8. Resilient Communities
To improve community health, safety and wellbeing and promote inclusive and vibrant communities.
Indicator

Source

Overweight or obesity by adults and
children

Source: ESCC Lewes District SchoolAge Health Profile 2015/16
State of the County
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/yourco
uncil/about/keydocuments/stateofthecounty/

Provision of outdoor playing space
at acceptable distance
Provision of walking and cycling
routes to open spaces and nature
Number and location of Super
Output Areas in the District
considered to be in the most
deprived 30% in the country
Participation in voluntary and
community facilities

Published on
ESiF / nomis/
AMR
ESiF

Data
quality

Commentary

1

Open Space Assessment, LDC

Assessed when Local Plan
needs to be updated.
May be included in the Open Space
Assessment. New indicator.

Department for Communities and
Local Government, Indices of
Deprivation 2015, constructed by
OCSI
Ipsos MORI for East Sussex County
Council

ESiF

Detailed information by wards.
1

ESiF

2

Latest information is from
2008/2009

9. Infrastructure
To ensure the appropriate provision of infrastructure to meet needs arising from new and existing development.
Indicator

Source

Access to a GP within 15 minutes
walking distance and access to a
hospital within 30 minutes using
public transport/walking.
Access to secondary school, with
public transport and walking and
within 15 minutes
Investment funding in Transport,
Gas Electricity, ICT/ broadband
CHP projects
Capacity and supply of physical
infrastructure – energy, water,
sewerage, waste, transport
Section 106 Funding/CIL Funding

Department for Transport, Journey
time statistics – Access to services
2016
Department for Transport, Journey
time statistics – Access to services
2016
LDC, IDP

Published on
ESiF / nomis/
AMR
ESiF

Data
quality

1
ESiF
1

LDC, IDP
1
LDC,

Commentary

AMR

1

Needs further investigation to
check availability of data and
historic trends.
Reporting from service delivery
organisation.

10. Employment and Business Growth
To promote and sustain economic growth in successful resource-efficient areas and to increase the employment rate and community wealth.
To narrow the gap between the most deprived and the more affluent areas in the Plan Area.
Indicator
Source
Published on
Data
Commentary
ESiF / nomis/
quality
AMR
Unemployment Rate - Economic
Annual population survey
ESiF
1
activity / inactivity
Unemployment Rate - Number of
DWP benefit claimants – working
Nomis
residents claiming Jobs Seekers
age client group
1
Allowance, Employment Support and ONS claimant count
Disability Living Allowance
Number of Adult Learners
Further education of agegroup 19
ESiF
1
and over.
Number of sites with Local Labour
LDC (Regen)
The Programme started
Agreements (Newhaven).
recently, there are no data
available yet.
Business stock – Percentage change Inter Departmental Business
Nomis
in total number of VAT registered
Register (ONS)
business in the area
Additional amount of floorspace
LDC
1
developed for employment land
Change in rank of deprived areas
Department for Communities and
ESiF
Detailed information by
(index of Multiple Deprivation)
Local Government, Indices of
wards.
1
Deprivation 2015, constructed by
OCSI

11. Tourism
To encourage the growth of a buoyant and sustainable tourism sector.
Indicator
Source
Annual/Seasonal visitor numbers
and their contribution to the districts
economy.
Number of jobs in tourism sector.

Published on
ESiF / nomis/ AMR
-

The Economic Impact of Tourism /
Tourism South East

Data
quality

Commentary

-

12. Travel and Transport
To increase travel choice and accessibility to all services and facilities.
To reduce the need to travel particularly by the private car and enabling more sustainable travel, including walking, cycling and public
transport.
Indicator

Source

Car ownership

Office for National Statistics,
census 2011

Number of ULEVs

Published on
ESiF / nomis/ AMR
ESiF

Data
quality
1/2

Commentary
Data from censuses, 10 year
periods.

ESiF

Use of Walking and cycling as mode
of travel
Access to services without a car

Active People Surveys, Sport
England

Modes of transport to travel to work

Office for National Statistics,
Census 2011

1
See infrastructure information
ESiF

1/2

Data from censuses, 10 year
periods

Number of new footpaths /cycle
routes and public transport
infrastructure
Number of large development
completions estimated to be within
30 minutes of public transport and
walking and cycling journey time of
services

LDC

New indicator

LDC

New indicator

Appendix 5: Template for policy assessment
Policy: ………………

I.

Assessment Policy Options

Alternatives:
A. …………….
B. ………………
C. ………………
X. No new local plan
Alternatives not appraised (when relevant):

SA Objective

A

B

C

etc X

Comments when relevant.
(why is there a difference between
the alternatives?)

1. Climate Change
2. Flooding,
Erosion, Drought
3.
4.
etc

++
?

0

i
0

+
-

--

?
--

+
--

+
?

-

0
0

Commentary (reasons for assessment):
…………..
…………

Conclusion: what is the preferred option?
In case there are more preferred options, all preferred option should pass the assessment of
effects in time (IIa) and significance of effects (IIb).

II.

Preferred Option Assessment: …………….

IIa. Likely effects in time

List likely effects – reviewing the
relevant Sustainability Objectives
Where relevant comment on:
a) Probability, duration,
frequency, reversibility
b) Cumulative nature
c) Transboundary nature

Effects

III.

d) Risk to human health or the
environment
e) The magnitude (spatial /
population)
f) Value and vulnerability of area
Recognised protection status involved
Short term Mid-term
Long term

Recommendation and mitigation measures:

Appendix 6
Consultation Statement
Consultation period: between 25th January and 1st March 2021.

1. Are there any plans, policies and programmes set out in Appendix 1 that have not been included, which are particularly relevant
to the SA? Are there targets or implications omitted in Table 1?
Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

1.1

Wealden
District
Council

WDC consider that the Scoping Report provides a thorough assessment of
plans, policies, programmes and initiatives (PPPIs) as well as appropriate
targets and implications in Table 1

Noted.

1.2

Environment
Agency

Page 14 Table 1 Flooding, Erosion

We are aware that the 2009 SFRA
is out of date. An update to the
SFRA will be undertaken.

This section refers to the Lewes District Strategic Flood Risk Assessment
Level 1 and Level 2, 2009. We recommend that the Local Plan is produced
using an up-to-date evidence base for flood risk in accordance with the
NPPF and therefore consideration needs to be given to producing an up to
date SFRA which takes account of the latest Climate Change Allowance
evidence. We include below a link to the guidance for local planning
authorities on how to prepare a SFRA:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-planning-authorities-strategic-flood-riskassessment.

1.3

Environment
Agency

This right-hand column of this section refers to ‘new development should not
increase the risk of flooding’. It should be noted that development should
also where possible reduce flood risk overall.

We will rephrase the implications
for policy according the NPPF. It is
not that ‘development’ should

Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response
where possible reduce flood risk
overall’, but strategic policies
should manage flood risk from all
sources. Table 1, main report.

1.4

Environment
Agency

The relevant Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) and Catchment Flood
Management Plan should be referenced in here. (The SMP is referenced in
the main text para 4.22 Page 24).

The SMP and the CFMP are
included in Appendix 1.

1.5

Environment
Agency

Page 15 Table 1 Water Availability and Water Quality

We will include both Catchment
Management Plans and update
information on the SE RBMP.

The report has referenced the South East River Basin Management Plan
2015. Please note that the area is subdivided into catchments. The two
relevant catchments for Lewes District are: Adur and Ouse catchment and
Cuckmere and Pevensey Levels. A Catchment Partnership has been
established for each of these to direct and coordinate relevant activities and
projects within the catchment through the production of a Catchment
Management Plan. We recommend that you make reference to the
Catchment Management Plans in your Table. The following web-sites
should be of use in developing your Local Plan:

We will include reference to the
GWP Guides.

http://www.oart.org.uk
http://www.adurandousecatchment.org.uk/
http://www.cplcp.org.uk
We would also recommend including reference to the Ground Water
Protection Guides which set out our approach for groundwater protection
and management. These are available here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/groundwater-protection

Amendment to Appendix 1.

Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

1.6

Environment
Agency

Page 15 Table 1 Pollution, Soil, Noise

We will include the Guidance in
Appendix 1.

1.7

East Sussex
County
Council

The document references the East Sussex Landscape Character
Assessment, and this is welcomed, however it is dated 2009 and the latest
update is 2016. The references also need to include the National Character
Assessment.

We will update the information and
include the NCA in Appendix 1.

1.8

East Sussex
County
Council

We welcome inclusion of the Annual Report of the Director of Public Health
in East Sussex 2019/20: Health and Housing Report. It is recommended
that there is also reference to these recent health documents:

The Annual Report is an important
source for baseline and monitoring;
the Social Care Plan and the
Strategic Delivery Plan are
considered out of scope for the SA.

Guidance on Land Contamination Risk Management (LCRM) should be
included in this section as the primary Environment Agency guidance for
dealing with land affected by contamination.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/land-contamination-how-to-manage-the-risks

East Sussex Health and Social Care Plan – April 2020
Strategic Delivery Plan: Response to the NHS Long Term Plan – 15
November 2019
1.9

East Sussex
County
Council

The Report righty refers to the Transport for South East (TfSE) Transport
Strategy which will provide the direction for transport policy and planning in
this region. However there needs to be more focus on the Strategy’s
principles and objectives. The Strategy highlights that land use planning and
transport planning must become more closely integrated. It focuses on the
importance of more planning for people and places over the life of the
Strategy to 2050.

We will amend the reference on the
TfSE Transport Strategy in
Appendix 1.
Amended Appendix 1.

Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

1.10

East Sussex
County
Council

We welcome reference to our emerging Local Cycling and Walking
Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) which sets out the current direction of work in
this area and will be ensuring a consistent approach across the County. This
will be a key document in informing the Local Plan.

Noted.

1.11

East Sussex
County
Council

We are starting work on Local Transport Plan 4 which will build on the key
messages and direction coming out of TfSE Transport Strategy and the
LCWIP. It will be essential that the Local Plan and the Local Transport Plan
are developed together to ensure a consistent and integrated approach to
common objectives around climate change, air quality, health, accessibility,
connectivity and place shaping.

We will include the suggested
notion in the main report, Table 1,
and we agree that the LP and the
LTP are developed together.

1.12

South Downs
National Park
Authority

As you are aware, the SDNPA and all relevant authorities (including Lewes
District Council) are required to have regard to the purposes of the South
Downs National Park (SDNP) as set out in Section 62 of the Environment
Act 1995. The purposes are ‘to conserve and enhance the natural beauty,
wildlife and cultural heritage of the area’ and ‘to promote opportunities for
the understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the national park
by the public.’

We agree, it is stated in Appendix 1
that the National Park Authority
and the Local Authority should cooperate to have regard to the
purposes of the Parks. We will
include it in the main report, para
4.62.

Amendment para 4.62.
1.13

South Downs
National Park
Authority

The SDNPA recently published updated Landscape Character Assessments
on our website: https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/landscape-designconservation/south-downs-landscape-character-assessment/south-downslandscape-character-assessment-2020/

The updated landscape Character
Assessment was included in
Appendix 1.

Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

1.14

South Downs
National Park
Authority

We would also like to refer you to our People and Nature Network (PANN)
document which considers the SDNP in its setting and wider context:

We will include the mentioned
document in Appendix 1.

1.15

South Downs
National Park
Authority

We suggest that Table 1 should be updated to include additional references
to the Defra 25 Year Environment Plan and the SDNPA PANN.

For reasons of brevity, we mention
the documents at the main key
theme, this does not imply the
essence of linked content will be
overlooked.

Key Theme
Natural Environment,
Green Infrastructure
and Landscape

Suggested additions
DEFRA 25 Year Environment Plan
PANN
Landscape - new South Downs Local
Character Area
Reference to the Special Qualities of the SDNP
including the designation as Dark Sky Reserve
Reference to the S62 Duty within the
Environment Act 1995

Biodiversity

DEFRA 25 Year Environment Plan

We will include ‘The Greater
Brighton and West Sussex Local
Strategic Statement’ in Appendix 1.

We will reference the Special
Qualities of the SDNP including the
designation as Dark Sky Reserve
and the S62 Duty within the
Environment Act 1995.

PANN
Open Space

PANN

Healthy Communities

PANN
Targets and Implications – add in opportunities
for access to nature as distinct from ‘play and
outdoor recreation’

Amendment main report, para
4.62.

Ref

Respondent

Officer’s response

Comment
Housing

Include reference to the latest iteration of the
Greater Brighton and West Sussex Local
Strategic Statement

Economic
Development

Include reference to the latest iteration of the
Greater Brighton and West Sussex Local
Strategic Statement
Include reference to Government’s Ten Point
Plan for a Green Industrial Revolution (Nov 2018)

2. Are there any sources of baseline data in Section 4 and Appendix 2, which have been omitted and should be considered as part
of the SA and development of the Local Plan?
Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

2.1

Wealden
District
Council

WDC consider the baseline data in Section 4 and Appendix 2 to be
comprehensive. However, it is noted that there appears to be no ‘Trend
without Local Plan’ boxes for the topics of ‘Water Availability’ and ‘Water
Quality’ as well as ‘Open Spaces’.

Agreed, these paragraphs will be
included.

Amendment.
2.2

Environment
Agency

Page 25 – 27 Flood Risk
Section 4.26 makes reference only to sea level rise increasing the risk of
flooding. However increasing rainfall intensity is also an effect of climate
change and this has an impact on peak river flows and hence can cause
increased fluvial flooding. As such, updated Climate Change Allowances
for peak rainfall and peak river flow are due to be published later this year

We will include the information on
the impact on peak river flows in
the Section 4 of the Report and will
include the new Climate Change
Allowances for peak rainfall and
peak river flow in the SFRA.

Ref

Respondent

Comment
and should be taken into account in the development of the Strategic
Flood Risk Assessment which supports the Local Plan.

2.3

2.4

Officer’s response

Amendment as stated above.

Environment
Agency

Section 4.30. Please note, as Lead Local Flood Authority, East Sussex
County Council are also responsible for overseeing the management of
groundwater flooding.

We will include this in para 4.31.

Environment
Agency

Section 4.32. To clarify in this section, climate change is likely to lead to
an increase in all types of flooding (and not just fluvial and surface water
mentioned here). Through the Local Plan, the different types of flooding
(fluvial, tidal, coastal, surface water and groundwater) can be considered
in an integrated way.

We will adapt the mentioned
paragraph in the main report (now
para 4.33).

Amendment.

Amendment.
2.5

2.6

2.7

Environment
Agency

Page 27 Water Availability

Environment
Agency

Page 27 Water Quality

Environment
Agency

Section 4.36. Groundwater Protection Zones are related to protecting
groundwater quality (not quantity). It is important to note that the chalk
block aquifers are a source of public water supply and hence protecting
their quality is extremely important.

Noted.

We are pleased to see that section 4.33 acknowledges that the Local Plan
area falls within an ‘Area of Serious Water Stress’.

Section 4.35. We are unable to validate the accuracy of the water quality
data outlined as we would need further information on the source of the
information provided.

This data is published on ESiF, in
Appendix 2 the source is
mentioned, which is EA.

Delete quantity in (actually para
4.37). We will include the
information on the Chalk block
aquifer.

Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response
Amendment as stated above.

2.8

2.9

Environment
Agency

Environment
Agency

Page 32 – 35 Biodiversity
This section only refers to designated sites of national and local
significance. It makes no reference to the biodiversity assets provided by
the Adur and Ouse and Cuckmere and Pevensey Levels river
systems. These are key biodiversity assets and should be included in this
section.
Page 51 – 53 Infrastructure
Section 4.143. We are pleased to see that provision of wastewater
treatment infrastructure is being considered as part of the Local Plan
process. It is important to ensure that timely and adequate mains
wastewater infrastructure is provided to ensure protection of the water
environment.
Pressures on flood and coastal risk infrastructure should also be referred
to in this Infrastructure section. Such infrastructure requires on-going
maintenance to ensure that it continues to function as required. Given
Climate Change and Sea Level Rise Allowances increasing water levels
and increased pressures placed on this infrastructure from future
development, it is important to note that all assets and structures are likely
to need improvement in the future to keep their current levels of function,
as well as making improvements for further development.
Consideration needs to be given to the capacity of drainage and
watercourses to support additional discharges from development and
whether maintenance or improvement is needed to ensure suitable
capacity.

We included para 4.57, to refer to
the biodiversity importance of the
catchment areas of Adur&Ouse
and Cuckmere & Pevensey
Levels.
Amendment as mentioned above.
We rely on the wastewater
providers being aware of the
climate change allowances. When
they state that drainage capacity is
sufficient to support additional
charges, we’ll rely on this.

We will include the requirements
for safeguarding land for future
flood risk management
infrastructure into the SFRA
briefing note.

No amendments.

Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

In addition to the above, it is important that the Local Plan considers
requirements for safeguarding land likely to be needed for future flood risk
management infrastructure including natural flood management. (This
should be considered within the SFRA).

2.10

2.11

2.12

East Sussex
County
Council

East Sussex
County
Council

East Sussex
County
Council

The section on landscape in the scoping report needs to consider
separate assessments for the baseline landscape character and visual
amenity as recommended by the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual
Assessment (GLVIA, Landscape Institute and IEMA 2013). Of particular
importance in terms of landscape character will be the setting of the South
Downs National Park, relative tranquillity in the rural areas, dark night
skies, sense of place and local distinctiveness. In terms of visual amenity,
particular attention should be paid to the SDNP viewshed analysis work
and dark night skies as the Low Weald is viewed from much of the
downland.

We will refer to the guidelines in
Appendix 1.

Historic Environment page 36: This section should summarise how many
designated sites are present in the study area. It mentions a single
Scheduled Monument (SM) by virtue of it being on the Heritage at Risk list
and mentions the number of Conservation Areas, but it does not quantify
the total number of designated sites (SMs, Listed Buildings, and Historic
Parks and Gardens) which are illustrated on the map on page 37. There
are also a large number of Archaeological Notification Areas in the plan
area.

We include para 4.65, 4.6.8 and
4.69 to refer to the designated
sites and refer to the included
map.

Trends without Local Plan, Paragraph 4.62: Section mentions ‘Without a
Local Plan the Conservation Areas and listed buildings will still be
protected.’ There is no mention of archaeological heritage assets or other

We will amend the text in the main
document. (para 4.70)

We will include reference to the
Dark Night Sky Guidance in the
main report, in the paragraph (new
4.62) were the interrelation
between the landscapes is set out.

Amendment as stated above.

Amendment as above.

Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

non-designated heritage assets still being protected without a Local Plan
which would be a concern. This point should be made clearer as it is
inferred but needs to be explicit.
Amendment as stated above.
2.13

East Sussex
County
Council

The map on page 37 does not appear to include Registered Battlefields.
There is only one such designated site (Battle of Lewes, 1264) and this
lies within the SDNPA area, but for completeness it is suggested that this
should also be included (all other designated asset categories are
included in the SDNPA area).

Noted. Unfortunately, this heritage
area is missing, because it is
outside the scope of our plan, we
will not amend the map.

2.14

East Sussex
County
Council

Appendix 2: Baseline data. There does not appear to be an historic
environment section. It is possible for the ESCC Historic Environment
Record (HER) or external sources to provide some baseline data, e.g. the
number of recorded designated and non-designated heritage assets in the
study area can be easily established from the HER.

Information from ESCC HER is
taken up in baseline information
Historic Environment.

2.15

South Downs
National Park
Authority

Section 4

Mentioned paragraphs are
included.

South Downs
National Park
Authority

Landscape

2.16

There do not appear to be ‘Trend without Local Plan’ sections for water
availability, water quality open space or landscape.

The SDNPA strongly supports paragraph 4.58. As set out in our
comments against Table 1, the SDNPA request that additional references
are made here to:
o The setting of the SDNP;
o The Section 62 Duty;
o Special Qualities of the SDNP;

Amendment as stated above.
Agreed. We include the requested
information.

Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

o Function of landscape with surrounds; and
o Designation as a Dark Skies Reserve
2.17

South Downs
National Park
Authority

Historic Environment
This should include reference to historic landscape character.

Landscape and historic
environment are interlinked. We
make reference to the historic
landscape in para 4.62.
Amended.

2.18

2.19

2.20

South Downs
National Park
Authority

Health

South Downs
National Park
Authority

Access to sports facilities, Open Space and Education

South Downs
National Park
Authority

As set out in relation to previous sections of the scoping report, this should
include reference to nature for health and wellbeing.

The Plan will provide a positive opportunity to ensure adequate provision
of these services by ensuring adequate provision across the Plan Area.
Development also provides an opportunity to seek financial contributions
for new facilities which otherwise may not be possible to secure.
Economic Development
The Scoping report should acknowledge the drive for a ‘green recovery’
from central government as set out in the Ten Point Plan referenced in our
comments relating to Table 1.

In this section we present baseline
information on the health situation
of the population. The relation
between the health situation and
other sustainability objectives is
demonstrated elsewhere in the
scoping report.
Agreed, we include the notion in
the paragraph on Trend without a
Local Plan.
Amendment as stated above.
We refer to the government’s Ten
Point Plan. The Scoping Report
acknowledges the drive for a
green recovery and sustainable
development. In table 1 the targets
and implications for LP policies are

Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response
set out. In the baseline we present
the information on the current
situation in the district.

2.21

South Downs
National Park
Authority

Ashdown Forest SAC
It is factually correct to state that the supplementary HRA work for the
Lewes Joint Core Strategy, Lewes Local Plan Part 2 and South Downs
Local Plan (2019) concluded that there was no adverse effect on integrity
of the Ashdown Forest SAC. However, additional growth will need to be
considered for potential increase in traffic flow and potential subsequent
impacts on Ashdown Forest SAC.

Agree, we shall include this notion
into the text of para 4.59.

Amendment.

3. Do any of the sustainability issues in Section 5 need to be amended? If so, please state why
Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

3.1

Wealden
District
Council

WDC consider that the key sustainability issues identified stem from the
assessment of PPPI’s and the baseline data and are therefore those most
relevant for Lewes District.

Noted.

3.2

Environment
Agency

Page 54 Table 2 Key Sustainability Issues and Problems

We will include this notion in the
main report, Table 2, 10
Brownfields.

Point 10. Brownfields. Development on brownfield land offers the potential
for lasting improvements to soil and water quality, however, it must be
undertaken with care (see guidance referred to above) so as to avoid
impacts to the environment.

Amendment as stated above.

Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

3.3

East Sussex
County
Council

Table 2: Key Sustainable issues and problems. 15. Historic Environment.
There is no specific mention of archaeological heritage assets or other
non-designated heritage assets. This should be included.

We will adapt the text in the main
report, Table 2, 15 Historic
Environment.
Amendment as stated above.

3.4

3.5

3.6

East Sussex
County
Council

East Sussex
County
Council

South Downs
National Park

The Local Plan will need not only to promote and encourage but it will
need to enable more sustainable transport patterns including walking,
cycling and public transport. It will need to reduce the need to travel,
particularly by car through the location and design of new development
and places which also provide more opportunities for active travel and for
the provision and link to public transport. Increased active travel and
public transport will support the Government’s focus on decarbonising
transport as well as contributing towards our respective authorities target
of achieving net zero carbon emissions by 2050. These points should be
incorporated into the ‘Key Sustainable issues and problems’

We will include the suggested text
in the main report, Table 2, 27
Transport.

Table 2: Key Sustainable issues and problems. 20. Infrastructure and
access to services. This needs to acknowledge the importance of securing
the necessary funding for infrastructure to enable its delivery in a timely
manner. In order to do this LDC will need to work with infrastructure
providers including the County Council, and other authorities on strategic
infrastructure, to secure funding from all potential sources. Development
contributions cannot solely fund all infrastructure requirements, but it can
help therefore LDC needs to maximise development contributions from
both S106 agreements and the Community Infrastructure Levy.

We will include text on the
importance of Development
Contributions, which the Council is
charging and applying with
success. In the main document,
Table 2, 20 Infrastructure.

Landscape:

We will include the notion in the
main document, Table 2, 13
Landscape.

Amendment as stated above.

Amendment as stated above.

Ref

Respondent

Comment
Additional consideration of the Section 62 Duty and wider consideration
of landscape

3.7

South Downs
National Park

Health:
Additional reference to wellbeing, mental health and access to nature

Officer’s response
Amendment as stated above.

We will adapt the text in the main
document, Table 2, 22 Health.
Amendment as stated above.

3.8

South Downs
National Park

Tourism: Additional reference to ensure that appreciation of these features
also avoids harm

We will include this in the text,
Table 2, 28 Tourism.
Amendment as stated above.

3.9

3.10

Natural
England

Natural
England

We advise that the wording of the biodiversity section of key sustainability
issues should be more closely aligned with the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF). Planning policies and decisions should contribute to
and enhance the natural and local environment. They should minimise
impacts on and provide net gains for biodiversity, by establishing coherent
ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures.
Policies and plans should recognise and value the benefits of the best and
most versatile agricultural land, and of trees and woodland. Development
should, wherever possible, help to improve local environmental conditions
such as air and water quality. Plans should also aim to protect and
enhance the wider ecological networks and wildlife rich habitats as well as
designated sites.

We will include the reference to
the network that are more resilient
to current and future pressures.
(Table 2, 11).

Plan- Making for Biodiversity in the Climate Emergency

We agree and reiterate that this is
precisely what we intend to do.

Given the severity of the decline in biodiversity and the climate change
emergency, local plans have a key role to play in planning for resilience,
forecasting, and making space for nature to adapt to a changing climate.
Plans should seize the opportunity to help to reverse this decline through

We include reference to the
importance of improving
environmental conditions in the
relevant key sustainability issues.
Amended as stated above.

We consider the SA/SEA as a
valuable tool to acquire integration
of all relevant issues within a

Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

ambitious and integrated plan-making which demonstrably avoids and
minimises impacts and seeks all opportunities to help reverse the
biodiversity decline. Plans must adopt a strategic approach through
multifunctional green infrastructure provision and nature recovery
networks.

sustainable Local Plan. The future
assessment of LP policies and
alternatives will be more
transparent and informative when
a sustainability objective refers to
a specific single aspect. When
each sustainability objective aims
to capture the integrity with other
objectives future assessment may
not be able to present a clear view
of proposed LP policies.

Your authority needs to carefully consider the implications of water
resources through your local plan for example and along with climate
change, biodiversity and resilience must form the foundations of the plan,
clearly running through each part in order to provide a plan that considers
biodiversity and climate change at this critical time.

By presenting climate change and
other environmental issues at the
beginning of each section we show
their importance to our Local Plan.
No amendments.

4. Are the objectives and indicators set out in the SA Framework in Section 6 appropriate?
Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

4.1

Wealden
District
Council

WDC consider that the objectives and indicators set out stem from the
assessment of PPPIs; the baseline data and sustainability issues
identified, and therefore form an appropriate assessment framework for
the Lewes Local Plan.

Noted.

4.2

Environment
Agency

Page 63 Table 3 The Sustainability Assessment Framework

Amended to include suggested
river habitats.

Environment
Agency

No. 9 Infrastructure. Please note comments made above regarding Flood
and Coastal erosion Risk Management infrastructure – we would suggest
that this is added to this section.

4.3

No. 4 Biodiversity. ‘Does the approach protect and enhance natural and
semi-natural terrestrial, coastal and marine habitats and species?’ – we
suggest that habitats within river corridors should be included in here (as
outlined in our comments above on the Biodiversity section).

We included para 4.153 and 4.154
to refer to flood and coastal
erosion infrastructure.
Amended.
Check whether there are other
issues to add.

Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

4.4

East Sussex
County
Council

Table 3: The Sustainability Assessment Framework - 6. Landscape and
Historic Environment. The Sustainability Objective refers to ‘valued
landscape’: ‘To protect and enhance and make accessible valued
landscape’ .

The wording has been amended
as suggested.

Valued landscape is a term referred to in the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF).
The NPPF Section 15 provides policies for conserving and enhancing the
natural environment.
Paragraph 170 states that: ‘Planning policies and decisions should
contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by:
a) protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity or
geological value and soils (in a manner commensurate with their statutory
status or identified quality in the development plan).
b) recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and
the wider benefits from natural capital and ecosystem services – including
the economic and other benefits of the best and most versatile agricultural
land, and of trees and woodland.
2.5 It is recommended that the Sustainability Objective for landscape is
reworded with the text in red to say:
‘protect and enhance the intrinsic character and visual amenity of
landscapes/ townscapes.’
Otherwise, there is a risk that areas worthy of protection will not be
considered to be valued landscape in the context of the NPPF and it would
not encompass much of the countryside or townscapes.

Amended.

Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

4.7

East Sussex
County
Council

Table 3: ‘Questions to consider’ includes the wording -‘Will the approach
protect the character and views of the landscape views’. This does not
make sense and it is recommended it is reworded as follows:

The wording has been amended
as suggested.

‘Will the approach protect the intrinsic character and visual amenity of
landscapes / townscapes?’

Amended.

4.8

East Sussex
County
Council

Table 3: The Sustainability Assessment Framework - 6. Landscape and
Historic Environment. This table does mention ‘sites of archaeological
interest’ which is welcomed.

Noted.

4.9

East Sussex
County
Council

Table 3: The Sustainability Assessment Framework - 12. Travel and
Transport. The Sustainability Objective should be more proactive, it is
recommended that it is expanded with the text in red:

The wording has been amended
as suggested.

‘To increase travel choice and accessibility to all services and facilities. To
reduce the need to travel particularly dependency on by the private car
and enabling more sustainable travel, including walking, cycling and public
transport.’
4.10

East Sussex
County
Council

It is also suggested that the ‘Questions to consider’ should be
strengthened and be more proactive, suggested changes are in red text:

Amended.

The wording has been amended
as suggested.

Does the approach encourage sustainable modes of transport?
Will the approach encourage enable a shift away from the private car
towards public transport and cycling and walking?
Does this Will the approach encourage lead to more sustainable travel
including walking, cycling and public transport? modes of transport?
Will the approach encourage enable the use of Ultra Low Emission
Vehicles (ULEVs)?

Amended.

Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

Will the approach ensure sufficient capacity of the highway and public
transport network?
Will the approach reduce congestion?
Will the approach minimise the need to travel particularly by private car
by efficient land use patterns?
Will the approach minimise the need to travel by car through the
location and design of new development and places which provide more
opportunities for active travel
and for the provision and link to public transport infrastructure?
4.11

East Sussex
County
Council

Table 3: The Sustainability Assessment Framework - 12. Travel and
Transport. The ‘Questions to consider’ should be expanded to include the
following on funding.

Viability of the plan will be
assessed separately.

Will the approach enable the funding and timely delivery of
infrastructure to support development?
4.12

4.13

South Downs
National Park

Natural
England

When considering the impact on the landscape and historic environment it
is important to think of the form and function of the landscape. The
potential impact is not solely on protecting the character and views from
the National Park. Further and specific consideration should be given to
tranquillity, ecosystem services, dark night skies and each of the Special
Qualities of the South Downs National Park.

We included this suggestion in
table 3.

Landscape Impacts

Agreed.

Natural England acknowledges that landscape impacts are to be
considered in the assessment. We emphasise the importance of
considering impacts to the South Downs National Park, as despite it being

This is integrated, see 4.12.

Amended.

Ref

4.14

Respondent

Natural
England

Comment

Officer’s response

outside the plan area, developments in the setting of the national park
must consider their impact in the landscape.

Amended.

Flooding Erosion and Drought

We adapted the indicator to 100
litres per person per day.

Natural England notes that there is no available data for the indicator ‘new
developments with minimal (standard) water use (110 litres / per day)’.
This indicator is particularly important due to the water pressures in the
area caused by the limited water availability. We advise that suitable data
is sourced to ensure the local plan does not accentuate existing water
pressures. Additionally, a threshold relating to an appropriate number of
new developments would help to ensure that additional pressure is not
placed on the existing limited water availability.
Natural England would welcome requirements for developments to
achieve tighter water efficiency standards. In particular, because your
authority contains areas of Serious Water Stress, we would encourage
setting a requirement tighter than 110 litres such as Southern Water’s
Target 100 litres per person per day.

4.15

Natural
England

Quality Environment
Lewes District has a high quality of soil, with the majority considered to be
within the three highest best and most versatile (BMV) categories.
However, there is no indicator provided to measure impacts to BMV soil
caused by the proposed Local Plan and we advise that impacts to BMV
soils are considered. We also advise that the sustainability appraisal (SA)
considers alternatives, in areas where development on BMV land can be
avoided.

We will not include a threshold on
appropriate number of new
developments to ensure water
availability.

Amendment of the indicator for
water consumption.
The quality of the soil in the district
is recognised in para 4.45 – 4.48.
By taking up a specific question to
consider in the framework this
aspect will be considered. Not all
aspect will be monitored. It is part
of the SA to assess alternatives
and to recommend mitigation
measures and the most
sustainable option.

Ref

Respondent

Comment
Additionally, we advise the SA considers the impact of the plan on priority
habitats.

4.16

Natural
England

Biodiversity
It is not clear why the current condition of Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI) is proposed as an indicator of biodiversity. It should be
noted that this indicator will not provide an adequate understanding of how
the proposed Local Plan will impact upon the natural environment and how
developments will avoid and/or mitigate impacts to SSSIs.
Instead, we advise that any impacts to SSSIs are appropriately considered
and there are criteria to test policies and proposals for negative impacts to
designated sites and greenfield locations.

Officer’s response

No amendment.
The second indicator is to assess
impact on designated sites.
When assessing policies and
alternatives we will consider and
recommend according to the
mitigation hierarchy.

No amendments.

We advise that the SA recommends that any policies or proposals that do
not adequately protect or are likely to have a likely significant effect on
designated sites are removed from the plan or modified to prevent such
effects.
4.17

Natural
England

Planning applications affecting green corridors is proposed as an indicator,
however green corridors have conversely not been identified. We
therefore advise that green corridors are identified, and that this indicator
considers all greenfield locations impacted by the upcoming Local Plan, as
undeveloped land will have a current and potential ecological value which
will be impacted by development.

We are aware of the importance of
green corridors for a resilient
ecological network. We will
develop a workable indicator to
measure impact on green
corridors.

We advise that this should be linked to an overarching Green
Infrastructure Strategy.

We are participating in the Sussex
Local Nature Partnership to
prepare for the Nature Recovery
Network.

The range which species currently inhabit will shift in response to climate
change and as well as considering impacts to SSSI and ancient woodland,

Ref

Respondent

Comment
the SA should consider how the Local Plan will impact ecological
connectivity. It is important to consider both the short- and long-term
impacts of changes to connectivity. Maintaining and enhancing ecological
connectivity will increase the chances of species successfully finding
suitable habitat as local conditions change in response to climate change.

4.18

Natural
England

Use of the biodiversity net gain calculator as an indicator is an effective
way to measure degradation and enhancement to biodiversity as a result
of development. We advise that a target and/or threshold is used to
ensure a measurable and achievable gain. Additionally, if a policy or
proposal does not meet the required target or threshold, we advise that
the SA recommends appropriate removals or modifications to prevent
permanent negative impacts.
In cases where impacts to designated sites and areas of ecological value
cannot be ruled out, we advise that the SA assesses alternatives in line
with the mitigation hierarchy.

Officer’s response

No amendment.

When assessing policies and
alternatives we will consider and
recommend according to the
mitigation hierarchy.
Considering the impact to
geodiversity goes beyond the level
of detail of this SA. It could be
included in an EIA for a specific
allocation when impact is to be
expected.

We advise the SA considers the presence of protected species and the
implications of the plan on protected and priority species.
As well as biodiversity we advise that impacts to geodiversity as a result of
the Local Plan are considered in the assessment.
4.19

Natural
England

Further comments
We advise that where appropriate, indicators include a measurable
threshold or target which has been justified through careful consideration
of relevant contributors, for example, how much biodiversity net gain
should the plan aim to achieve?

No amendment.

The Environment Bill will set a
target, the Local Plan will
anticipate to this. The target is set
in percentages.

Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

Where there is no local data available for indicators, we advise it is
confirmed how this data will be collected.

We will continue to develop our
monitoring framework with
workable indicators.

The cumulative impacts arising from the plan should also be adequately
assessed in the SA to quantify the resulting impacts.

Assessment of cumulative impacts
are included in the methodology,
see table 6 main report.

No amendment.

5. Is the proposed methodology in Section 6 suitable? Is the methodology clear and complete?
Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

5.1

Wealden
District
Council

WDC consider that the proposed methodology is suitable, clear and
complete.

Noted.

Other Comments

Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

6.1

Wealden
District
Council

Whilst not essential for the Scoping Report, it would be beneficial for
potential cross boundary issues to be identified and clearly set out within
the report, perhaps as part of Section 5 ‘Key Sustainability Issues’, so
that it is clear where cross boundary working with other authorities
may/will be needed.

In Section 6 we set out how we will
consider likely significant effects.
We will include a paragraph to
mention some specific
transboundary effects.
We will not identify the crossboundary issues for plan making,
because we consider this not the
purpose of the Scoping Report.
Amendment para 6.18.

6.2

South Downs
National Park
Authority

We support Lewes District Council’s continuing liaison with neighbouring
authorities, including the SDNPA, to ensure cross-boundary strategic
priorities are fully addressed. I would take the opportunity to highlight the
SDNPA’s strategic cross-boundary priorities which provide a framework
for these discussions and are the topics of focus in this consultation
response:
Conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the area.
Conserving and enhancing the region’s biodiversity (including green
infrastructure issues).
The delivery of new homes, particularly affordable homes for local
people and pitches for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople.
The promotion of sustainable tourism.

The cross-boundary priorities of
the SDNPA can indeed be linked
directly to the themes of the
Scoping Report.
We will continue to work together
with the SDNPA to address these
mentioned issues and realise a
social, environment and economic
sustainable plan.
No amendment.

Ref

Respondent

Comment

Officer’s response

Development of the local economy.
Improving the efficiency of transport networks by enhancing the
proportion of travel by sustainable modes and promoting policies which
reduce the need to travel.
The cross-boundary priorities can be linked directly to many of the themes
within the Scoping Report.
6.3

Environment
Agency

Other Comments
Finally, although we recognise it’s an evolving policy area, we would also
like to see wider ‘environmental net gain’ policies being considered for
inclusion in the Local Plan in line with the NPPF. ‘Environmental net gain’
approaches can play an important role in complementing Biodiversity Net
Gain and delivering net gains in natural capital assets and ecosystem
services such as clean air, clean water and reconnecting people with the
environment.

The NPPF mentions
‘Environmental net gain’ when
investment in infrastructure is
considered in the case of larger
scale developments (para 72).
Biodiversity Net Gain is a required
through the Environment Bill for all
new development, Biodiversity Net
Gain includes quality of waterways
and other waterbodies.
No amendment.

6.4

South Downs
National Park
Authority

The Local Plan provides an opportunity to target development and
alleviate pressure on more sensitive locations. The SA commentary could
be strengthened to reflect this proactive role, particularly in the sections
relating to protection of open space, the environment, agricultural land,
health and housing delivery.
Large sections of the Plan Area are located within the setting of the South
Downs National Park. The Scoping document could be clearer on the
potential impacts that development may have and include additional

Landscape (quality and character),
and historic environment are
included in the sustainability
objectives. The impact on the
setting of the National Park is
included in a question to consider.

No amendment.

Ref

Respondent

Comment
references to the Section 62 Duty set out in the Environment Act 1995, as
referred to above.

Officer’s response

